The  cover  for  the  annual  Town  Report 
was  drawn  by  Miss  Josephine  Johnson,  a 
Senior  in  the  Art  Department  of  Palmer 
High  School  and  also  our  Bicentennial 
Queen. 

We  wish  to  express  appreciation  to  Miss 
Johnson  for  the  time  and  effort  involved  in 
designing  this  cover. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  PALMER 

AND  OF  THE 

Receipts  and  Expenditures 

FOR  THE 
Year  Ending  December  31, 1975 


TOWN  OF  PALMER 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 
IN 

NATION'S 
BICENTENNIAL  YEAR 


Gordon  H.  Christiansen 


William  J.  Lemanski 


James  L.  St.  Amand 


SETTLED 
INCORPORATED 
LOCATION 

HIGHEST  ELEVATION 
POPULATION 

FORM  OF  GOVERNMENT 

TAX  RATE— FY— 1976 
TOWN 

FIRE  DISTRICT  TAX 
Precinct  A 
Precinct  B 
Precinct  C 
Precinct  D 


FACTS  ABOUT  PALMER 

1716 
1776 


About  15  miles  east  of  Springfield  on  U.S. 
Route  20 

Mt.  Pattaquattic,  1080  feet 
11755  (State  Census  -  1975) 
Town  Meeting 

$23.00  per  M 


$1.15 
$1.25 
$  .95 
$2.00 


NUMBER  OF  DWELLINGS 
PROPERTY  VALUATION 
AREA 

STREETS  AND  HIGHWAYS 
PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

FIRE  PROTECTION 
POLICE 

RECREATIONAL  FACILITIES 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Approximately  2979 
$117,089,747.00 

Approximately:  Land,  20,110.9  acres; 
water  457.5  acres,  total  20,568.4  acres, 
32.14  sq.  miles 

About  150  miles 

Three  elementary  at  Palmer,  two  at 
Three  Rivers,  one  each  at  Thorndike  and 
Bondsville,  High  School  at  Palmer 

Fire  Stations  at  Walnut  St.,  Palmer, 
Main  St.,  Three  Rivers  and  Main  St., 
Bondsville 

Well-established  and  equipped  depart- 
ment under  William  E.  Holt,  Chief, 
Telephone  283-7461 

Legion  Field  (athletic),  Eager 
Playground,  Burleigh  Park,  plus 
playground  and  recreational  equipment 
at  Three  Rivers  Common,  Thorndike 
Grammar  School  and  Endelson 
Playground,  Bondsville 

Central  Street,  Palmer 
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GOVERNMENTAL  DISTRICTS 
AND  REPRESENTATIVES  FOR  THE 


TOWN  OF  PALMER 


United  States  Senators 

Edward  W.  Brooke,  Newton 
Edward  M.  Kennedy,  Boston 

Representative  in  Congress 

Second  Congressional  District 
Edward  P.  Boland,  Springfield 

Councillor 

Seventh  Councillor  District 
Leo  J.  Turo 

State  Senator 

Worcester,  Hampden,  Franklin 
and 

Hampshire  Senatorial  District 
Frederic  W.  Schlosstein,  Jr.,  Warren 

Representative  in  General  Court 

First  Hampden  Representative  District 
John  B.  Perry,  Monson 
Twentieth  Hampden  District 
Steve  T.  Chmura 

County  Commissioners 

Stephen  A.  Moynahan 

Richard  S.  Thomas 
Armando  G.  Dimauro 

District  Attorney 

Matthew  J.  Ryan,  Jr.,  Springfield 


TOWN  OFFICERS— 1975 
(Elective) 

Term  Expires 


TOWN  CLERK 

John  T.Brown  1976 

TOWN  TREASURER 
Josephs.  Gill  1978 

COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES,  1  year 
Stephen  J.  Dranka 

SELECTMEN 

Gordon  H.  Christiansen,  Chairman  1978 

James  L.  St.  Amand  1976 

William  J.  Lemanski  1977 

ASSESSORS 

Alvin  C.  Rondeau,  Chairman  1977 

Stanley  J.  Swiatlowski  1976 

Harold  J.  Gray  1978 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

John  J.  Dyl,  Chairman  1977 

James  R.  Longtine  1976 

Robert  R.  Canterbury  1977 

Robert  W.  Dranka  1978 

Margaret  A.  O'Brien  1978 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Maurice  R.  LePage,  D.S.C.,  Chairman  1976 

Donald  H.  Cavanaugh  1977 

Frederick  J.  Lis  1978 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 

George  S.  Gay,  Chairman  1977 

Robert  E.Geer  1976 

Walter  L.  Chase  1978 

LICENSE  COMMISSIONERS,  ■  year 
Bernard  J.  Lamery,  Chairman 


Edwin  M.  Olearczyk  *  Fred  S.  Tyburski 

(*  died  November  26, 1975 — no  appointment  to  fill  vacancy.) 
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PLANNING  BOARD 

Aylmer  C.  Giroux,  Chairman  1976 

Evelyn  B.  Anton  1977 

John  Chopyk  1978 

William  Ammann  1979 

Daniel  V.  Fogarty,  Jr.  1980 

PARK  COMMISSIONERS,  1  year 
David  E.  Johnson,  Chairman 
William  K.  Cole  Robert  J.  DeMaio 

James  T.  Duke  Walter  A.  Pluta 

PALMER  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

Richard  E.  Fontaine,  Chairman  1979 

Aloysius  J.  Tyburski  1976 

William  J.  Lemanski  1977 

Rev.  GuyM.  Judkins  1978 

State  member  (appointed) :  Term  expires 

Myrtle  C.  Davis  August  25,  1979 

PATHFINDER  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL 
HIGH  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  COMMITTEE 
Robert  H.  Carper  1976 
Michael  J.  Cavanaugh  1978 
Henry  R.  Trespas  (appointed  to  fill  vacancy  caused 

by  the  resignation  of  Robert  H.  Carper) 

PALMER  REDEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY 
John  D.  O'Brien,  Chairman  1980 
Joseph  S.  Golas  1976 
Mary  C.  Krawiec  1977 
EugeneS.  Wright  1978 
State  member  (appointed): 

Stanley  J.  Strzemienski  Term  expires 

February  12, 1978 
Leonard  J.  Sabourin  (appointed  to  fill  vacancy  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  Stanley  J. 
Strzemienski.) 
Elaine  F.  Miarecki  (appointed  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  Eugene  S.  Wright.) 

MODERATOR,  1  year 
Thomas  W.  Haley 

OFFICERS  AND  COMMITTEES  APPOINTED  BY  SELECTMEN 

FOR  1975* 
(*  unless  otherwise  specified) 
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AIRPORTSTUDY  COMMITTEE 
Harold  S.  Crane  Bernard  J.  Griffin 

Louis  J.  Wrubel  Palmer  N.  Santucci,  Jr. 

Marilyn  J.  Longtine  (Finance  C.  Representative) 

AMBULANCE  STUDY  COMMITTEE  (indefinite) 


Denzil  C.  Drewry 
Dominik  Machnik 


ANIMAL  INSPECTOR 


Mary  E.  Phelan 


V.  William  Swirk 
Sandra  L.  Reep 

Louis  S.  Jacek 


APPEALS  BOARD 


Stewart  I.  Swain,  Ch. 
Mitchell  L.  Dobek 
Gordon  R.  Dean 
Robert  E.  Graveline 
Joseph  L.  Marchelewicz 


ALTERNATES 


Dr.  William  Riley 
Floyd  D.  Romanik,  Jr. 
Attorney  Joseph  Topor,  Jr. 


BICENTENNIAL  COMMISSION 


1976 
1977 
1978 
1976 
1977 


1977 
1978 
1977 


David  C.  Bussell,  Chairman 
Gus  A.  Theodore 
Doris  S.  Nahabedian 
Harry  H.  Johnson 
Gordon  R.  Dean 


Dennis  S.  Swierad 


Betty  L.  Philibotte 
Reginald  C.  Gale 
Daniel  V.  Fogarty,  Jr. 
Nancy  E.  Bauer 
Gary  Hayes 


BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

CH  I E  F  OF  POL  I CE  (Civil  Service) 

CIVIL  DEFENSE  DIRECTOR 


Joseph  P.  Golas 
William  E.  Holt 
Robert  Benedetti 


CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

Jane  Golas 
Henry  L.  Loyd 
David  E.  Johnson,  Ch. 
Andrew  S.  Roman 
William  M.  Wadas 
Margaret  P.  Ziegler 
Richard  D.  Stred 
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5-1-76 
5-1-76 
5-1-77 
5-1-77 
5-1-77 
5-1-78 
5-1-78 


LUINO  1  MDLCO 

Harold  L.  Olson 

Edward  J.  Jasak 

Henry  S.  Janasiewicz 

Daniel  A.  Janulewicz 

Howard  E.  Case 

Earl  E.  Benoit 

Palmer  N.  Santucci,  Jr. 

COUNCILON  AGING 

Elizabeth  S.  Kolbusz 

5-1-76 

Chester  F.  Jackanowski 

5-1-76 

Joseph  J.  AAalzenski 

5-1-76 

John  H.  Murray 

5-1-77 

Isabel  AA.  Ditto 

5-1-78 

C.  Herbert  Salter,  Pres. 

5-1-78 

Nathan  J  Shpldnn 

HUM  1  CI  1  1   %J  ■   Ol  ICIUIJI  1 

C  1  7D 
D  I-/0 

Rev.  Guy  AA.  Judkins  indefinite 

Rev    lamps  Dipmanri 

l\v  v  .  Jul  1  IwO        1  C I  I  1  CI  1  1  KJ 

1 1  iuci  in  i  ic 

Genevieve  G.  Janosz,  Liaison  Officer 

5-1-77 

Rose  Tyburski,  Home  Care  Corp.  Observer 

COURT  PROSECUTOR 

Walter  D.  Raleigh 

COURTHOUSE  STUDY  COMMITTEE  (indefinite) 

Dominik  Machnik 

Denzil  C.  Drewry 

V.  William  Swirk 

Mary  E.  Phelan 

Thomas  S.  Harrington 

CUSTODIAN,  MEMORIAL  HALL 

Albert  E.  Lynch 

CUSTODIAN  AND  KEEPER  OF  LOCK-UP 

(Palmer  Town  Building) 

Walter  A.  Pietryka 

DOG  OFFICER                                     Frederick  J.  Guzik,  Jr. 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY,  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

Stanley  J.  Bigda 

1978 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

THREE  YEAR  TERM: 

Baldyga,  Ladislaus  A. 

Libera,  Edward  R. 

Dupuis,  Robert  S. 

Lucas,  Robert  A. 

Godek,  Edward  S.                                Marchelewicz,  Joseph  L. 

Graham,  Walter  J. 

Misiaszek,  Peter  P. 

Kaczmarczyk,  Joseph  T.,  Chairman  *  Rathbone,  Frederick  C. 
Leecock,  John  T.  Santucci,  Palmer,  N.,  Jr.,  V.  Ch.-Chairman 

Lemanski,  Alexander  J. 
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*  Joseph  Kaczmarczyk  resigned  on  August  5,  1975.  Mr.  Santucci 
accepted  the  chairmanship  after  that  date. 


TWO  YEAR  TERM: 

Blanchard,  Robert  E.  Paugh,  James  J. 

Boron,  Edward  H.  Rex,  Richard  O. 

Golas,  Joseph  P.  Sibley,  Roger  W. 

Grzywna,  Boguslaus  S.  Stred,  Winston  L. 

Kszepka,  Joseph  A.  Stahelski,  Gary  F. 
Laska,  Matthew                                      Webb,  William  J.,  Sr. 

ONE  YEAR  TERM: 

Brouillette,  Paul  L.  Riel,  Robert  J. 

Fauteux,  Norbert  P.  Salamon,  Stanley  J. 

Jackanowski,  Chester  F.  Silliker,  Fred  A. 

Johnson,  Clarence  C.  Wlodyka,  Leon 

Koss,  Edward  J.  Wozniakowski,  Walter  P. 

Majka,  Walter  J. 

F I R E  CH I E  F  AN  D  FOR  EST  WAR  D E  N  Gus  A.  Theodore 

GARBAGE  COLLECTION  (contract)  Stanley  P.  Juda 

GAS  INSPECTOR  (2yr.term)  Frank  J.  Zabawa,  Sr.  1976 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

Marion  Lis  1977 

Reginald  C.  Gale,  Ch.  1976 

Doris  S.  Nahabedian  1977 

Margaret  P.  Donovan  1977 

Daniel  V.  Fogarty,  Jr.  1976 

William  M.  Wadas  1976 

Stephen  J.  Lebida  1976 

HOUSE  NUMBERING  Joseph  P.  Golas 

INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT  FINANCING  AUTHORITY 
Chester  Gronostalski  1980 
Theodore  N.  Bon  nay er  1979 
Gordon  J.  King  1978 
Dr.  James  R.  Flaherty  1977 
Stephanie  G.  Lesniewski  1976 

INSURANCE  BROKERS  OF  RECORD 
Robert  E.  Graveline  Joseph  A.  Kszepka 

LOCAL  BUILDING  CODE  BOARD  OF  APPEALS 
Robert  E.  Graveline  1976 
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Stewart  I.  Swain  1976 

Mitchell  L.  Dobek  1977 

Joseph  L.  AAarchelewicz  1977 

Gordon  R.  Dean  1978 

LOWER  PIONEER  VALLEY  REGIONAL  PLANNING 
COMMISSION  REPRESENTATIVE  (indefinite) 
Alymer  C.  Giroux 

ALTERNATE  George  A.  Backus 

MILK  INSPECTOR  Frank  J.  Swiatlowski 

OVERALL  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  PLANNING  (in- 
definite) 

Mitchell  L.  Dobek,  Ch.  Mary  M.  McManus 

Bernard  J.  Griffin,  V.  Ch.  Charles  A.  Ramadon 

Ernest  Osterman  Mary  C.  Krawiec 

Alfred  E.  Brysh  Lawrence  F.  Donovan 

Harry  Benedetti  Edward  R.  Libera 

Stewart  I.  Swain  Stanley  J.  Strzemienski 

James  P.  Rooney  Donald  S.  Fountain 

Neil  M.  McDonald  Stephanie  G.  Lesniewski 

Mitchell  Garabedian 

PALMER  AUXILIARY  POLICE 
Roland  F.  Roy,  President  Arthur  A.  Hebert,  Jr. 

Louis  W.  ladisernia  Raymond  F.  LaBonte,  Sr. 

Donald  L.  Tassinari  Robert  R.  Laviolette 

Lawrence  A.  Barton  Kevin  Kopacz 

Richard  A.  Kszepka  Dianne  Jackanowski 

Ronald  A.  Gouvin  Cornelius  J.  Murphy,  Jr. 

Ronald  J.  Bigda  Officer  Assisting: 

Roger  Jalbert 

PALMER  INDUSTRIAL  AND  DEVELOPMENT  CORPORATION 

(indefinite) 

Dr.  James  R.  Flaherty  Chester  Gronostalski 

Thomas  W.  Haley  Arthur  C.  Lincoln 

Leo  F.  St.  Amand  Theodore  N.  Bonnayer 

Gordon  H.  Christiansen  Alexander  W.  Tobiasz 

Linwood  F.  Thompson  Walter  M.  Krawiec 

PERSONNEL  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Mary  A.  Fogarty  1976 

Richard  C.  Taylor  1976 

Winston  Churchill  1978 
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Richard  C.  Hebert,  Jr.,  Ch. 

1977 

Mitchell  L.  Dobek 

1977 

PLUMBING  INSPECTOR 

Henry  Salamon 

PUBLIC  WEIGHERS 

Wilfred  J.  Marchand 

Irene  A.  Raczka 

Catherine  Romanik 

Roland  J.  Fontaine 

Richard  E.  Fontaine 

Richard  V.  Dulude 

John  Meir 

Bernard  Fontaine 

Howard  Lemon 

Brain  A.  Haley 

Michael  AAonahan 

Charles  M.  Callahan 

Andrew  McNally 

Lisette  Driscoll 

Barbara  A.  Kerigan 

Patrick  C.  Connor 

RECREATION  COMMITTEE 

Albert  J.  Swist 

1976 

Edwin  J.  Rehor 

1976 

Gerald  J.  Aliengena 

1977 

Paul  P.  Frydryk/  Chairman 

1977 

Charles  H.  Jasak 

1978 

Richard  J.  DeMaio 

1978 

Ronald  F.  Benoit 

1979 

Lorraine  1.  Brothers 

1979 

1st  ALTERNATE 
James  T.  Duke  1979 
2nd  ALTERNATE 
Louis  J.  Mercier,  Jr.  1980 

REGISTRARS 


John  T.  Brown  permanent 

Son i a  L.  Thompson  1976 

Edward  J.  Tenczar  1977 

Alexander  R.  Matera  1978 

SANITARY  LANDFILL  CARETAKER  James  Rich 


SEALER  OF  WE IGHTS  &  MEASURES  (Civil  Service)  Charles  H. 
Jasak 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  INSECT  PEST  CONTROL  Stanley  J. 
Strzemienski 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PARK  DEPARTMENT  Michael  Russo 
SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS* HIGHWAYS  Oliver  A. 

Beauregard 

TREE  WARDEN  Oliver  A.  Beauregard 

TOWN  ACCOUNTANT  Stanley  J.  Bigda  1978 
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DIRECTOR 
John  J.  Dyl 


TOWN  AUCTIONEER  Franklin  A.  Gale 

TOWN  COUNSEL 
Alfred  J.  AAonahan  Jan. -June — 1975 

James  F.  Baird  July- Dec —1975 

TOWN  ENGINEER  Kenneth  C.  Sherman 

TOWN  FIRE  ENGINEERS 
Gus  A.  Theodore  Charles  R.  Frydryk 

Andrew  M.  Galansky,  Jr. 

VETERAN'S  AGENT,  BURIAL  AGENT,  GRAVES  OFFICER 

Edward  J.  Salamon 

WIRE  INSPECTOR  Stanley  J.  Pietryka 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

Each  year  shows  more  activity  within  our  town  and  as  we  look 
back  on  the  year  1975,  we  feel  another  progressive  year  has  been 
written  into  our  town's  history. 

The  Board  met  on  April  23,  1975  and  re-organized  with  Gordon  H. 
Christiansen  as  Chairman,  William  J.  Lemanskl  as  Vice-Chairman 
and  AAr.  James  L.  St.  Amand  as  Clerk.  The  Board,  as  one  of  it's  first 
actions,  adopted  a  formal  resolution  commending  former  Select- 
man Thomas  W.  Haley  for  his  exemplary  service  to  the  Town, 
having  served  as  a  Selectman  for  the  past  eight  years. 

New  Terms  For  Selectmen. 

The  annual  elections  were  held  on  April  22,  1975  and  the  annual 
town  meeting  followed  on  April  28,  1975.  The  Selectmen  who,  until 
the  charter  revision,  served  con-current  one  year  terms,  were 
elected  on  the  basis  that  the  candidate  receiving  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  received  a  three  year  term;  the  second  and  third 
greatest  received  two  and  one  year  terms  respectively.  AAr. 
Christiansen  received  the  three  year  term,  AAr.  Lemanski,  the  two 
year  term  and  AAr.  St.  Amand,  the  one  year  term.  Beginning  with 
the  1976  elections,  one  Selectman  will  be  elected  for  a  three  year 
term. 

Wastewater  Treatment  Facility 

Progress  on  the  planning  for  a  sewage  treatment  plant  and  an 
interceptor  system  continued  on  schedule.  On  January  13,  1975  the 
Emergency  Finance  Board  approved  the  agreement  by  Palmer  and 
AAonson  for  joint  use  of  portions  of  Palmer's  wastewater  system  and 
also  approved  the  authorization  of  indebtedness  in  the  amount  of 
$1,300,000  as  authorized  by  town  meeting  vote  on  AAarch  8,  1971.  The 
total  estimated  cost  of  the  project  including  capacities  for  AAonson, 
Diamond- International  Corporation  and  some  capacity  for  the 
Palmer  Industrial  Park  is  $13,330,000.  Final  plans  and  specifications 
will  be  submitted  to  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  for 
review  and  approval  by  AAarch  1,  1976.  The  construction  contract  is 
scheduled  to  be  awarded  by  January  1,  1977  and  construction  should 
commence  by  AAarch  1,  1977. 

On  April  1,  1975  the  Board  applied  for  State  and  Federal  Water 
Pollution  Control  grants.  (Step  1  and  2  Engineering).  On  September 
15,  1975,  the  Selectmen  were  advised  by  the  AAass.  Division  of  Water 
Pollution  Control  that  the  application  for  grants  was  approved.  The 
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Federal  grant  for  preparation  of  plans  and  specifications  for 
wastewater  treatment  facilities  was  $551,000  and  the  State  grant 
was  $161/350. 

At  a  special  town  meeting  held  on  September  15,  1975,  the  Town 
adopted  Rules  and  Regulations  governing  the  use  of  public  sewers. 

In  November  1975,  our  consulting  engineers,  Tighe  &  Bond,  Inc. 
reported  that  substantial  progress  on  plans  and  specifications  had 
been  made  and  they  anticipated  all  plans  would  be  submitted  to  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  early  in  the  second  quarter  of 
1976.  The  funding  on  this  project  is  75%  Federal,  15%  State  and  10% 
local. 

Palmer  Redevelopment  Authority 

The  Palmer  Redevelopment  Authority  continued  to  be  plagued 
with  financial  miseries.  J.  B.  Williams,  owner  of  the  Palmer  In- 
dustrial Park,  withheld  a  $100,000  payment  due  August  1,  1975, 
pending  completion  of  a  Railroad  spur  and  a  clean-up  of  the  burned 
out  mill  property  in  Belchertown. 

Economic  Development  Administration  officials,  meanwhile, 
withheld  grant  payments  totalling  $508,000  until  a  Civil  Rights 
Covenant,  Non-Relocation  Covenant  and  a  Non-Profiteering 
Covenant  which  was  acceptable  to  E.D.A.  officials,  was  agreed  to 
and  signed  by  J.  B.  Williams. 

The  PRA  is  entirely  without  funds  and  on  October  17,  1975, 
requested  an  additional  $114,000  from  the  Town  to  pay  creditors, 
engineering  fees,  land  acquisition,  damage  and  legal  fees  and 
general  administration  expenses.  The  Selectmen  turned  down  their 
request  and  began  to  involve  themselves  with  PRA  activities, 
meeting  with  the  PRA  and  EDA  officials  in  an  effort  to  obtain 
release  of  the  funds.  At  year's  end,  a  meeting  with  J.  B.  Williams, 
EDA  officials,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  PRA  was  planned 
with  a  target  date  of  late  January  at  which  time  it  was  hoped  the 
issues  would  be  resolved. 

Sanitary  Landfill 

The  construction  of  the  new  Sanitary  Landfill  on  Emery  Street, 
Bondsville  was  completed  and  the  facility  opened  on  April  12,  1975 
with  appropriate  ceremonies.  The  contract  for  the  operation  of  the 
landfill  was  awarded  to  E.  N.  Christianson,  Inc.,  East  Longmeadow, 
Mass.  on  April  10th  and  covered  a  period  of  one  year  for  a  total  cost 
of  $35,280.00.  Favorable  comments  were  received  from  the  citizenry 
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on  all  aspects  of  the  facility.  No  major  problems  developed  during 
the  operation  of  the  landfill  during  the  year.  The  old  sanitary  landfill 
on  State  Street,  Bondsville  was  officially  closed. 

Pioneer  Vally  Cablevision,  Inc. 

On  May  7,  1975,  Pioneer  Valley  Cablevision,  Inc.  petitioned  the 
Selectmen  for  an  increase  in  cable  antenna  television  rates  in 
Palmer.  The  proposed  increase  for  individuals  would  be  from  $4.95 
to  $6.75  per  month.  On  June  12th  a  public  hearing  on  the  petition  was 
held  at  the  Palmer  High  School.  On  July  10th,  the  Board  denied  the 
request  for  an  increase  and  asked  that  a  rate  decrease  be  con- 
sidered based  on  financial  data  provided  by  Pioneer  Valley 
Cablevision,  Inc. 

On  Novembers  1975,  Pioneer  Valley  Cablevision,  Inc.  petitioned 
the  Community  Antenna  Television  Commission  for  an  interim  rate 
increase.  A  public  hearing  on  this  request  was  held  in  Greenfield, 
Mass.  on  November  22,  1975.  Town  Counsel,  James  F.  Baird 
represented  the  town  at  that  hearing.  On  December  10,  1975,  the 
Community  Antenna  Television  denied  the  interim  rate  increase 
request.  A  full  hearing  on  the  rate  increase  request  is  expected  to  be 
held  in  early  1976. 

Ambulance  Service 

On  September  9,  1975,  the  Board  signed  a  two  year  contract  for 
ambulance  service  with  Gold  Cross  Eastern  Ambulance  Service, 
Inc..  The  contract  which  runs  from  July  1,  1975  to  June  30,  1977  is  at 
the  rate  of  $20,000  for  the  first  year  and  $25,000  for  the  second  year. 
This  is  the  third  year  of  operation  with  Gold  Cross  which  took  over 
ambulance  service  in  the  Town  of  Palmer  when  the  Wing  Memorial 
Hospital  phased  this  service  out  of  their  operations.  Even  with  the 
so-called  subsidy  from  the  town,  Gold  Cross  constantly  shows  an 
operating  loss  from  it's  Palmer  operations. 

Airport  Study  Committee 

On  November  5,  1974,  an  Airport  Study  Committee  was  appointed 
to  study  the  feasibility  of  the  Town  acquiring  Metropolitan  Airport 
as  a  municipal  facility.  On  June  10,  1975  this  committee  submitted 
it's  final  report.  They  advised  that  75%  Federal  and  25%  State 
funding  is  available  and  in  general  the  report  said  that  an  airport 
would  be  beneficial  to  this  community.  The  committee  recom- 
mended that  an  Airport  Commission  be  appointed  which  would  have 
custody,  care  and  management  of  a  municipal  airport.  They  further 
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recommended  that  this  Commission  hire  a  consultant  to  perform  a 
site  selection  study  in  preparation  of  filing  application  for  Federal 
and  State  grants. 

Federal  Highway  Safety  Program  Under  Highway  Safety  Act  of 
1973 

On  May  6,  1975  the  Board  of  Selectmen  authorized  Storch 
Engineers  to  conduct  an  engineering  service  in  conjunction  with  the 
Town  of  Palmer's  application  to  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Works  to  implement  the  High- 
way Safety  Program  at  a  cost  of  $9,500.  On  May  20,  1975,  Storch 
Engineers  met  with  the  Board  to  discuss  plans  for  the  Town  of 
Palmer  under  this  Highway  Safety  Act  of  1973,  Title  2.  Installation 
of  new  street  signs,  speed  zone  signs,  guardrails  and  pavement 
markings  are  some  of  the  projects  to  be  undertaken  under  this  Act. 

On  October  22, 1975,  the  Mass.  Dept.  of  Public  Works  approved  the 
Town  of  Palmer's  safety  project  in  the  sum  of  $144,450.  The  project 
will  consist  of  signs,  pavement  markings  and  the  removal  of 
roadside  obstacles  through  the  installation  of  guardrails.  The 
project  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Federal  Highway  Administration 
for  approval.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  the  Selectmen  had  not 
received  agreements  for  signature.  It  is  expected  that  work  would 
commence  in  the  Spring  of  1976. 

National  Flood  Insurance 

Early  in  the  year,  the  Board  applied  for  participation  in  the 
National  Flood  Insurance  Program.  The  Town  of  Palmer  qualified 
for  consideration  under  this  program,  having  one  or  more  areas  of 
special  flood  hazard.  This  program  offers  financial  assistance 
which  includes  FHA  and  VA-insured  mortgage  loans  as  well  as 
conventional  mortgage  loans  from  federally-regulated  lending 
institutions  in  the  event  of  any  flood  disaster.  On  June  20,  1975,  the 
Town  of  Palmer  became  eligible  for  the  sale  of  flood  insurance 
under  this  National  Flood  Insurance  Program. 

Thorndike  Water  Emergency 

In  late  October  and  early  November  of  1975,  a  water  supply  crisis 
developed  in  the  Palmer  Center  area  of  Palmer.  People  complained 
of  low  water  pressure  and  discolored  water.  The  Selectmen  in- 
tervened and  engaged  the  services  of  the  town's  consulting 
engineers  to  resolve  the  crisis.  A  temporary  firehose  was  laid  tying 
in  Thorndike  with  Palmer  along  Thorndike  Street  in  the  vicinity  of 
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the  Car-Wash.  The  Water  Districts  of  Palmer  and  Three  Rivers 
offered  assistance  in  supplying  the  water,  laying  the  hose  and 
making  the  connection  between  the  two  districts.  In  December  a 
pump  was  installed  by  the  Thomdike  Fire  and  Water  District  at 
Lake  Junction  which  then  fed  water  to  the  sixty  families  affected. 

Ceta  Personnel 

Presently  there  are  26  persons  employed  under  the  Com- 
prehensive Employment  Training  Act  in  the  Town  of  Palmer.  This 
is  a  federally-funded  program  and  does  not  involve  town- 
appropriated  monies.  There  are  9  persons  employed  in  the  Highway 
Department,  3  in  the  Park  Dept.,  1  in  the  Police  Dept.,  2  in  the 
School  Dept.,  2  at  the  DES  office  in  Palmer,  2  at  the  Palmer  Public 
Library,  1  at  the  Sanitary  Landfill  site,  1  in  the  Assessors  office,  1  at 
Pathfinder  Regional  School,  1  in  the  Tax  Collectors  office,  1  at  the 
Town  Administration  Building  and  2  in  the  Selectmens  office. 

Under  this  program,  many  projects  have  been  undertaken  and 
completed  with  no  expense  to  the  Town.  A  State  Census  was  com- 
pleted for  the  Town,  extensive  repairs  and  improvements  were 
made  to  the  Town  Building,  various  repairs  and  improvements  have 
been  made  in  the  Highway,  Park  and  Cemetery  Departments. 
Voting  booths,  school  structure  at  Park  St.  Grammar  School,  brush 
and  weed  cutting  along  the  town  highways,  repairs  and  construction 
of  certain  structures  on  the  Park  Dept.  property  are  but  several  of 
the  projects  completed  by  CETA  personnel. 

In  the  past  year  the  Town  has  received  the  benefit  of  more  than 
$197,000  in  payrolls  for  CETA  employees  and  the  value  of  materials 
received  over  the  same  period  was  $5,900. 

Town  of  Feedbag,  Inc. 

Early  in  June  of  1975,  the  Board  met  with  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Sel  jan 
of  Monson  who  outlined  their  plans  for  construction  of  a  25  million 
dollar  recreational  facility  in  the  style  of  a  western  town  to  be  called 
Feedbag,  Inc.  on  Route  32,  Ware  Road,  Palmer.  This  project  when 
completed,  would  provide  employment  for  approximately  800 
persons.  The  Board  enthusiastically  endorsed  the  concept  of  the 
recreational  facility. 

When  the  proposal  became  bogged  down  due  to  Federal  and  State 
requirements  on  environmental  impact  studies,  the  Seljans 
solicited  the  aid  of  the  Selectmen.  In  September,  the  Board  enlisted 
the  aid  of  the  Governor,  State  and  Federal  legislators  to  expedite  an 
engineering  study  by  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  which  would 
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determine  the  environmental  impact  on  a  flood  plain  at  the  site 
location  where  some  land  filling  was  planned. 

The  results  of  a  preliminary  study  showed  considerable  loss  of 
flood  plain  and  indicated  it  would  be  virtually  impossible  for  the 
Seljans  to  obtain  the  necessary  permits  from  the  Army  Corps  of 

Engineers. 

On  November  15, 1975,  the  Seljans  formally  abandoned  their  plans 
to  build  on  Ware  Road  but  promised  to  continue  their  search  for  a 
suitable  location  in  the  area. 

Warren  Street  Relocation 

With  the  assistance  of  the  Mass.  Department  of  Public  Works, 
District  #3  Office,  the  Highway  Department  completed  the 
relocation  of  a  section  ot  Warren  Street. 

The  Chapter  90  project  which  now  intersects  with  Route  32  at  a 
more  northerly  point  will  reduce  the  accident  frequency  in  that 
area.  The  new  road  also  skirts  Burleigh  Park,  thus  eliminating  an 
accident  risk  factor  which  was  ever  present  when  the  Old  Warren 
Road  ran  through  the  recreational  facility.  Further  improvement 
on  Warren  Street  is  planned  with  the  aid  of  State  funds. 

Police  Protection 

Under  the  Federal  Highway  Safety  Act,  the  Town  has  received 
without  any  cost,  a  new  Police  Cruiser  to  add  to  the  Departmental 
vehicles  now  employed  along  with  the  Auxiliary  Police  Cruiser.  A 
few  years  ago,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  was  instrumental  in 
acquiring  radio,  radar  and  breathalyzer  equipment  for  the  Police 
Department  under  the  same  program. 

SPECIALTOWN  MEETINGS  IN  1975 

To  provide  the  townspeople  with  an  accurate  account  of  what 
transpired  at  our  Special  Town  Meetings  during  the  past  year,  we 
have  listed  the  purpose  and  results  of  each  of  these  meetings: 

APRIL  24,  1975  - 


l.  Voters  approved  the  sum  of  $11,600  be  transferred  from  the 
Interest  on  Tax  Anticipation  Notes  account  to  the  Sanitary  Landfill 

account. 

VOTE:  Majority. 


2.   Voters  approved  the  sum  of  $22,719  be  transferred  to  the  Police 
Salaries  account  from  available  funds  in  the  Treasury  and  the  sum 
of  $2,880  be  transferred  to  the  Police  Other  Expenses  account  from 
available  funds  in  the  Treasury. 
VOTE:  Majority. 

SEPTEMBER  15,  1975  - 

1.  Voters  approved  from  $981,146  of  free  cash  the  sum  of  $375,000  to 
reduce  the  Fiscal  Year  1976  tax  levy. 

VOTE:  Majority. 

2.  Voters  approved  the  sum  of  $7,000  be  transferred  from  available 
funds  in  the  Treasury  to  subsidize  ambulance  service  in  the  Town  of 
Palmer  for  Fiscal  Year  1976,  said  monies  to  be  used  in  conjunction 
with  funds  appropriated  under  Article  3  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
of  April  28,  1975. 

VOTE:  Majority. 

3.  Voters  approved  the  sum  of  $1,500  be  transferred  from 
available  funds  in  the  Treasury  for  Assessor's  Salaries,  said 
monies  to  supplement  funds  appropriated  for  Assessor's 
Salaries  under  Article  6  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  April 
28,  1975. 

VOTE:  Majority. 

4.  Voters  approved  the  sum  of  $8,500  be  transferred  from 
available  funds  in  the  Treasury  for  Street  Lighting  for  Fiscal 
Year  1976,  said  monies  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  funds 
appropriated  under  Article  6  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of 
April  28,  1975. 

VOTE:  Majority. 

5.  Under  Article  7  of  this  Special  Town  Meeting,  the  voters 
voted  to  indefinitely  postpone  appropriating  from  available 
funds  in  the  Treasury  or  by  taxation,  any  sum  of  money  for 
the  support  and  maintenance  of  Public  Schools  (Teacher's 
Salaries)  for  Fiscal  Year  1976. 

VOTE:  Indefinite  postponement. 

6.  Voters  approved  the  sum  of  $7,930  be  transferred  from 
Chapter  1140,  Section  20  of  the  Acts  of  1973  to  provide  a 
concrete  sidewalk  and  granite  curbstone  on  Main  Street, 
Precinct  Bfrom  the  railroad  crossing  to  Route  181. 

VOTE:  Majority. 

7.  Voters  approved  the  Town's  accepting  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  pursuant  to  Chapter  83,  Section  10  of  the  Mass. 
General  Laws,  as  amended,  regarding  rules  and  regulations 
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governing  the  Use  of  Public  Sewers. 
VOTE:  Majority. 

As  can  be  determined  by  review  of  this  report,  much  was  ac- 
complished during  this  past  year. 

The  work  and  effort  behind  true  implementation  of  the  rudiments 
of  town  government  is  satisfying  when  results  are  accomplished. 

This  work  and  effort  represents  a  fine,  dedicated  and  cooperative 
spirit  extended  by  all  our  townspeople,  committees  and  town  em- 
ployees. To  each  of  them  we  offe"r  our  gratitude. 

We  ask  that  you  afford  us  the  privilege  of  serving  you  in  a  loyal 
and  conscientious  spirit  in  the  new  year. 


The  following  dog  licenses  were  issued  during  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1975: 


Gordon  H.  Christiansen 


William  J.  Lemanski 
James  L.  St.  Amand 
Board  of  Selectmen 


REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK 


Males 


695 


Females 


125 


Spayed  Females 


365 


Kennel 
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Total 


1202 


Paid  Treasurer 


$3,724.30 
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The  following  permits  were  issued  during  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1975: 


Raffle-Bazaar  18 
Gasoline  storage  (renewals)  39 


Total  57 
Paid  Town  Treasurer  (57  @  $10.00)  $  570.00 


The  following  Vital  Statistics  were  received  for  record  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1975: 


Number  of  births  116 

Number  of  marriages  155 

Number  of  deaths  155 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  T.  Brown, 
Town  Clerk 


(Vital  Statistics  to  follow) 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  attention  of  parents  and  others  is  called  to  the  following  Vital 
Statistics.  It  is  important  that  the  records  should  be  correct.  If  any 
errors  or  omissions  are  discovered,  the  Town  Clerk  will  deem  it  a 
favor  to  have  the  same  reported  to  him  at  once  and  he  will  make  the 
corrections  in  accordance  with  the  law.  Parents  should  see  that  a 
proper  return  of  birth  is  made  as  it  may  be  of  great  importance  in 
after  life. 
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BIRTHS  1975 


Date  Name  of  Child 

JANUARY 

1  Jessica  Jane  Abbate 

I  Kathleen  Anne  O'Connor 

6  Nicole  Marie  Minkley 

7  Denise  Jean  Monette 

17  Sharane  Alyce  Tierney 

18  Mindy  Elizabeth  Westermann 

27  Lisa  Ann  Marciniec 

FEBRUARY 

1  Jocelyn  Desmarais 

4  Michael  Jeffrey  Smith 

5  Terese  Lynne  Manegre 

5  Jason  Christopher  O'Neil 

13  Lynn  Ann  Boutote 

MARCH 

2  Todd  Joseph  Sampson 

2  Angela  Mae  Santos 

3  Jennifer  Renee  Simpkiss 

7  Melissa  Marie  LaFlamme 

II  Jason  Frederick  Disley 
12  Jason  Russell  Gillie 

14  Jonathan  Scott  Ablicki 

15  Angela  Marie  Arbour 

16  Scott  Christian  Smola 

19  Todd  Kenneth  Cookman 

20  Emily  Lynn  Davis 

25  Laurie  Ann  Sweetman 

28  James  Albert  Anderson 
28  Jeffrey  Michael  Turner 

APRIL 

3  Jeffrey  Philip  Leadbeater 

7  Holly  Beth  Webb 

11  Valerie  Anne  Masnicki 

15  Lonny  Allan  Bengle 

26  Steven  Jason  Kowalczyk 
30  Amy  Lynn  Holden 

MAY 

8  Cynthia  Mary  Hurley 
14  Adam  Howard  Minkley 

17  Amy  Marie  Lanou 

18  Sean  Edward  McCaughey 

22  Ryan  Thomas  Desmond 

23  Gabriel  Kenyon  Grout 
26  Nicole  Renee  Coyer 

30  Paul  Edward  Sasur 

31  Jeffrey  Peter  Boudreau 


Parents 


Charles  F.  &  Jane  C. 
Patrick  J.  &  Martha  J. 
Peter  K.  &  Susan  M. 
Thomas  E.  &  Bonnie  J. 
Maurice  W.  &  Virginia  A 
Gary  D.  &  Elizabeth  M. 
Thomas  F.  &  Cheryl  A. 


George  W.  &  Peggy  A 
James  M.  &  Doris  M. 
Richard  A.  &  Lynne 
John  J.  &  Jo-Ann  C. 
George  A.  &  Susan  L. 


Phillip  L.  &  Debra  M. 
Ronald  J.  &  Linda  J. 
Raymond  W.  &  Sha.'on  M. 
Raymond  L.  &  Diane  M. 
Frederick  C.  &  Charlene  M. 
Russell  W.  &  Corinne  A. 
Thomas  D.  &  Deborah  A. 
Richard  L.  Sr.  &  Therese  M. 
Richard  W.  &  Deborah  A. 
Kenneth  E.  &  Lesley  M. 
Gary  C.  &  Gail  A. 
Lawrence  J.  &  Sharon  A. 
Ronald  P.  &  Patricia  A. 
George  E.  Jr.  &  Joanne 


Jeffrey  F.  &  Joanne  M. 
William  J.  Jr.  &  Constance  A. 
Ronald  P.  &  Virginia  A. 
Leo  Clement  Jr.  &  Karen  A. 
Charles  W.  Jr.  &  Steila  M. 
Roger  P.  &  Carol  J. 


Michael  P.  &  Susan  C. 
Paul  H.  &  Catherine  A. 
John  F.  &  Carlene  M. 
John  D.  Jr.  &  Constance  A. 
Richard  S.  &  Patricia 
Robert  D.  &  Bell  C. 
Leo^p.  &  Karen  P. 
Antffony  S.  &  Cheryll  L. 
George  V.  &  Diane  E. 
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Date  Name  of  Child 

JUNE 

5  Tanya  Joan  Bosworth 

19  Daniel  Armand  Mears,  Jr. 

22  Dwayne  Leonard  Sheldon 

25  Carrie  Ann  Normoyle 

26  Jennifer  Ann  Martin 

JULY 

1  Hilarie  Rose  Darling 

1  Jennifer  Nicole  Torrell 

5  Shelby  Lorraine  Bergeron 

8  Frank  Richard  Sepiol 

11  Lori  Jean  Topor 
13  Lee  Jay  AAantha 

18  Cynthia  Ann  Rondeau 

21  Michael  Jason  Gray 

21  Jennifer  Lynn  Henrich 

21  Jarrod  Allen  Stolgitis 
24  Kristen  Marie  Gagnon 

AUGUST 

2  Brian  Albert  LaCouture 
4  Leona  Alice  Mae  Swett 

6  Kimberly  Ann  Houle 

9  Megan  Lee  McDonald 

13  Laura  Lee  Baldyga 

14  Rebecca  Mary  Pasterczyk 
14  Tara  Jean  Peterson 

14  Heidi  Wolczko 

15  Kyle  Lee  Brennan 

18  Kelley  Erin  Moran 

19  Christy  Lynn  Gouvin 

20  Allison  Lynn  Rebello 

22  Michael  Joseph  Eagan,  Jr. 

23  Jeremy  Christopher  Ring 
26  Normand  Paul  Guerette 
29  Jason  William  Aller 

SEPTEMBER 

1  Stephen  John  Kosmider  III 

4  Darlene  Marie  Holt 

5  Jason  Alexander  Kibbe 

6  Michael  David  Landino 

7  Adam  James  Dulude 

8  Nathaniel  Lawrence  Hunter 

12  Amanda  Marie  Duval 

13  Richard  Paul  Mastalerz  II 

14  Jason  Michael  Bak 

15  Jennifer  Ann  Chaffee 

18  Theodore  Anthony  Mandigo 

19  Christopher  Allan  Streeter 

20  Sarah  Edith  Bussell 
23  Tracey  Jessica  Lamb 


Parents 

Walter  E.  8*  Norma  H. 
Daniel  A.  &  Debra  A. 
Robert  L.  &  Ruth  B. 
Patrick  J.  &  Pamela  A. 
David  F.  Jr.  8,  Sally  J. 


Richard  A.  &  Susan  M. 
Jerome  S.  &  Crystal  A. 
Bernard  J.  8c  Linda  D. 
Richard  E.  8.  Noreen  M 
Walter  S.  8«  Marcia  A. 
Edward  L.  &  April  J. 
Roger  A.  &  Barbara  A. 
Robert  C.  8«  Karla  B. 
Mark  W.  &  Dianne  M. 
George  J.  &  Barbara  A. 
David  B.  Sr.  8.  Mary 


Brian  D.  &  Anne  M. 
Herbert  H.  8.  Mary  E. 
Ernest  F.  8»  Patricia  A. 
Kim  C.  8.  Judy  A. 
Aime  J.  8.  Diane 
Ronald  H.  &  Cynthia  M. 
William  J.  8,  Deborah  J. 
Roy  A.  8.  Patricia  A. 
Leonard  J.  Jr.  &  Dianne  F. 
James  A.  8>  Susan  M. 
Harold  A.  &  Debra  M. 
Raymond  B.  8.  Betty  M. 
Michael  J.  8.  Mary  E. 
Richard  D.  8c  Brenda  J. 
Joseph  L.  N.  8.  Bessie  L. 
Robert  J.  8«  Dianne  M. 


Stephen  J.  Jr.  8»  Charlene  A. 
William  T.  8*  Barbara  A. 
George  C.  8.  Shirley  A. 
David  A.  8<  Rosemary  H. 
Richard  V.  8.  Janet  G.A. 
Joseph  F.  &  Patricia  A. 
Daniel  A.  &  Madeline 
Richard  P.  8.  Joanne  F. 
John  J.  &  Barbara  J. 
Earl  H.  &  Kathleen  M. 
Edward  C.  8>  Nancy  M. 
Allan  F.  &  Verna  L. 
David  C.  8.  Susan  E. 
Robert  J.  &  Linda  M. 
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Date  Name  of  Child 

29  Kalum  Wayne  Disley 

30  Sheila  Joy  Pascale 

OCTOBER 

7  Samantha  Dee  Plato 

10  Shannon,  Lee  Hawk 

17  Racheile  Renee  Fontaine 

17  Shannon  Marie  Palka 

18  Tammy  Laraine  Gatto 

20  Scott  Edward  Drewry 

26  Carol  Lynn  Drzewianowski 

27  Colleen  Elizabeth  Matthieu 

28  Shawn  Michael  Galicz 
30  Shawn  Patrick  O'Dell 

NOVEMBER 

2  Colleen  Jennifer  Duffy 

19  Jill  Melissa  Carter 

20  Melanie  Elizabeth  Dean 

21  Faith  Lee  Gilmore 

21  Robert  Louis  Stachowicz 

22  Tina  Maria  Pascale 

DECEMBER 

7  Kara  Jean  Noonan 

10  Sharon  Marie  Zisk 

13  Jason  Michael  Noga  McDonald 

23  Susan  Ann  Brown 

23  Jessica  Ann  Farrand 

23  Jessica  Lynn  Nichols 

23  David  Walter  Nothe  II 

28  Jason  Francis  Dion 

28  Monica  Ann  Malone 


Parents 

Thomas  M.  &  Linda  M. 
Roxy  J.  &  Patricia  L. 


Frederick  J.  &  Patricia  R.  A. 
Terry  E.  &  Lillian  J. 
Bernard  N.  &  Ellen  M. 
Martin  R.  &  Jeanie  M. 
Thomas  P.  Jr.  &  Florence  A. 
Denzil  C.  &  Lorraine  D. 
Zenon  G.  &  Catherine  A. 
Michael  F.  &  Patricia  J. 
Christopher  S.  &  MaryAnn 
Maurice  R.  &  Linda  M. 


Donald  R.  &  Ellen  I. 
Robert  F.  &  Mary  D. 
Francis  E.  Jr.  &  Pamela  C. 
Alan  T.  &  Elizabeth  F. 
Frank  L.  &  Janina  A. 
Richard  F.  Sr.  &  Genevieve  M. 


Edward  J.  &  Sandra  J. 
Alan  F.  &  Suzanne  M. 
William  A.  Jr.  &  Elizabeth  A. 
Willard  III  &  Mary  D. 
Leo  L.  &  Susan  M. 
Harris  R.  Jr.  &  Anna  M. 
David  W.  &  Patricia  V. 
Paul  J.  &  Barbara  A. 
Sammie  Jr.  &  Jacqueline  A. 


MARRIAGES  1975 


Date 


Groom 


Residence 


Bride 


Residence 


JANUARY 

1     Mark  D.  Irwin  Ware 

11     Ronald  J.  Bovat  Agawam 

11     Richard  C.  Pimental  Palmer 

25     Robert  S.  Marulli  Palmer 


Debbie  L.  Legg  Palmer 

Diane  M.  Roy  Palmer 

Dorothy  Tidlund  Palmer 

Charlene  H .  Walder  Palmer 


FEBRUARY 

1  Paul  T.  Hanlon 

l  Armand  J.  Piche 

3  Michael  D.  Jones 

8  William  H.  Palmer 

15  Adolph  O.  Blais 

15  Gerard  D.  Matthieu 

16  George  J.  Laganas 


Winchester  Ruth  A.  Kirkpatrick  Wilbraham 

Ware  Mariorie  E.  St.  Jacques  Palmer 

Ware  Cynthia  M.  Bisson  Ware 

Belchertown  Deborah  A.  Tyksienski  Monson 

Ware  Deborah  L.  Kimbell  Ware 

Palmer  Cynthia  J.  Meleleu  Palmer 

Lowell  Jill  Ann  McKee  Palmer 
24 


Date 

Groom 

Residence 

Bride 

Residence 

28 

James  A.  Moran 

Palmer 

Susan  M.  Moynahan 

Belchertown 

28 

Dennis  G.  Polom 

Palmer 

Nancy  A.  Austin 

Palmer 

MARCH 

1 

Joseph  A.  Rich 

Pa  Imer 

FlainpT  1  aRranPu 
uiqiiic  i  .  i —  a  lj r  aiivry 

Palmer 

8 

William  E.  Desmarais 

Ware 

Denise  R.  Robitaille 

Ware 

15 

Roy  A.  Wolczko 

Palmer 

Patricia  A.  Giza 

Palmer 

22 

John  A.  Clark 

Ware 

Anne  Marie  Putz 

Palmer 

22 

Philip  R.  LaBossiere  Jr. 

Palmer 

Jeannine  M.  Rule 

Belchertown 

29 

Philip  D.  Hamel 

Ware 

Sandra  M.  Arsenault 

Ware 

APRIL 

4 

Richard  J.  Bird 

Palmer 

Wilma  A.  Montgomery 

Warehouse  Point,  Conn. 

5 

Richard  P.  Mastalerz 

Palmer 

Joanne  F.  St.  Martin 

Ludlow 

6 

Francis  J.  Reilly 

Palmer 

Janet  L.Miller 

Palmer 

12 

James  J.  Bouvier 

Palmer 

Patricia  L.  Desmarais 

Palmer 

12 

David  A.  Deschamps 

Hardwick 

Lynne  S.  Rusiecki 

Palmer 

12 

MarkW.  Henrich 

Pa  Imer 

Diane  M.  Martins 

Palmer 

19 

Daniel  F.  Mazik 

Ware 

Rayanne  Mallard 

Belchertown 

19 

John  P.  Opalinski 

Palmer 

Carol  A.  Meyer 

Palmer 

19 

Randy  R.  Poirier 

Monson 

Sarah  A.  Harvey 

Monson 

25 

James  R.  Higgins 

Ware 

Suzanne  M.  Duval 

Palmer 

26 

Michael  J.  O'Keefe,  Jr. 

Brookfield 

Cindy  J.  Pierce 

Palmer 

26 

James  M.  Osborne 

Plymouth 

Maryellen  Gondek 

Plymouth 

MAY 

2 

Russell  B.  Smith 

Monson 

Joan  E.  Brouthers 

Monson 

4 

Michael  A.  Kozlowski 

Wilbraham 

Karen  Anne  Merrill 

Wilbraham 

9 

Daniel  V.  Fogarty  1 1 1 

Palmer 

Elizabeth  Scovera 

Palmer 

10 

James  L.  Allen 

Palmer 

Diane  L.  Willoughby 

Hampden 

10 

Joseph  J.  Kempesty 

Palmer 

Carol  Bigda 

Palmer 

10 

Craig  P.  LaFlamme 

Ware 

Donna  K.  Parker 

Ware 

10 

Steven  Lloyd 

Hardwick 

Debra  Grillo 

Hardwick 

11 

John  E.  Midura 

Palmer 

Anne  M.  Zimmerman 

E.  Longmeadow 

17 

Keith  K.  Ellsworth 

Palmer 

Donna  M.  Lauzier 

Palmer 

17 

Barry  J.  Webb 

Palmer 

Donna  M.  Kimball 

Palmer 

20 

Daniel  L.  Steele 

Palmer 

Lynn  M.  Deyo 

Westfield 

23 

Arthur  L.  Giard 

Palmer 

Sandra  J.  Painter 

Palmer 

23 

Craig  H.  McCauley 

Wilbraham 

Christine  M.  Howard 

Palmer 

24 

Donald  E.  Constantino 

Palmer 

Maureen  A.  Ilvonen 

Palmer 

24 

Daniel  F.  Fitzgerald 

Kathryn  M.  Wielkiewicz 

Palmer 

Springfield 

24 

Paul  K.  Kajka 

Palmer 

Kathleen  A.  Nolan 

Palmer 

24 

Denis  A.  Trainque 

Palmer 

Frances  E.  Rivard 

Palmer 

31 

Thomas  E.  Orszulak 

Palmer 

Anna  M.  Marine 

Palmer 

31 

Thomas  J.  Szalkucki 

Holyoke 

Linda  M.  McGrath 

Palmer 

JUNE 

13 

Charles  H.  Peet 

Springfield 

Tina  M.  Barry 

Belchertown 

14 

Paul  J.  Bigda 

Palmer 

Susan  M.  Szczygiel 

Ware 

14 

John  J.  LaViolette 

Palmer 

Sandra  E.  Aniskiewicz 

Palmer 

25 


Date 

Groom 

Residence 

Bride 

Residence 

14 

Louis  C.  Ramsay 

Patricia  E.  Majka 

Palmer 

Sharon/  Ont.,  Canada 

14 

Joseph  W.  Siok,  Jr. 

Palmer 

Elaine  C.  Miarecki 

Gilbertville 

14 

Frank  H.  Sterling 

Palmer 

Marie  J.  Tetreault 

Palmer 

14 

Wayne  D.  Trombly 

Palmer 

Susan  M. Severage 

Palmer 

15 

Raymond  R.  Besko 

S.  Hadley 

Mary  T.  Wielkiweicz 

Palmer 

20 

James  R.  Martin 

Palmer 

Priscilla  Rhodes 

Ludlow 

21 

Samuel  J.  Cole 

Palmer 

Cynthia  D.  Wallace 

Wilbraham 

21 

Fred  T.  Gottfredsen 

Palmer 

Joan  M.  Barber 

Palmer 

21 

William  L.  Gunn 

Palmer 

Ann  M.  Zajac 

Ware 

21 

Thomas  W.  Haley  3rd 

Palmer 

Esther  M.  Basile 

Monson 

21 

Daniel  P.Welsh 

Palmer 

Susan  E.  Petrie 

Palmer 

21 

Richard  D.  Wiesner 

Monson 

Frances  J.  Tower 

Monson 

23 

Robert  E.  Hayden 

Monson 

Violet  E.  Boock 

Monson 

27 

Harry  F.  Scheiblin,  Jr. 

Ann  E.  Kowalczyk 

Palmer 

Carlstadt,  N.J. 

27 

James  G.  Streeter 

Palmer 

Carolyn  E.  Wojcik 

Palmer 

28 

Clifford  R.  Barber 

Palmer 

Marie  L.  Isham 

Palmer 

28 

Daniel  H.  Roy 

Palmer 

Nancy  A.  Bird 

Palmer 

28 

Edward  A.  Turner 

Palmer 

Denise  M.  Chalue 

Palmer 

JULY 

4 

Herman  R.  Minkley 

Palmer 

Carol  Lamb 

Palmer 

5 

Peter  J.  Piechota 

Palmer 

Joanne  T.  Donachie 

Palmer 

11 

Wiley  Navel  Ashley 

Palmer 

Theresa  C.  Nevue 

Palmer 

12 

Allan  E.  Bessette 

Chicopee 

Paula  A.  Wojtowicz 

Palmer 

12 

Jack  L.  Blethen 

Palmer 

Deborah  M.  Gallagher 

Ware 

12 

Ronald  J.  Frank 

Southbridge 

Shirley  A.  Theriault 

Southbridge 

19 

Bruce  J.  Charwick 

Palmer 

Deborah  J.  Sylvia 

New  Bedford 

19 

Frederick  J.  Plato 

Monson 

Patricia  R.  A.  St.  Cyr 

Palmer 

19 

Robert  R.  Steele 

Palmer 

Gwen  L.  Marshall 

Palmer 

24 

Charles  E.  Marks 

Palmer 

Valerie  E.  Dobek 

Palmer 

25 

John  F.  Ryan 

Ware 

Susan  C.  Vallee 

Ware 

26 

Mark  A.  Biron 

Palmer 

Leslie  L.  Gierlich 

Palmer 

26 

William  T.  Brown  Jr. 

Palmer 

Palmer 

26 

David  A.  Geer 

Palmer 

Maureen  L.  Donnelly 

Ludlow 

26 

Leroy  J.  Harris 

Monson 

Kathy  A.  Swingle 

Palmer 

26 

Francis  M.  Ring 

Ware 

Pamela  R.  Baldyga 

Palmer 

26 

Thomas  A.  Sullivan 

Joyce  M.  Orszulak 

Palmer 

East  Hartford,  Conn. 

31 

Thomas  M.  Banas 

Warren 

Joy  E.  Harder 

Ware 

AUGUST 

1 

Lionel  G.  Pilon 

No.  Wilbraham 

Pamela  A.  Pawlowski 

Palmer 

2 

David  A.  Coderre 

Palmer 

Carleen  F.  Bernier 

Palmer 

2 

David  J.  Golas 

Palmer 

Barbara  J.  Peltier 

Palmer 

9 

Paul  A.  Brooks 

Arlington,  Va. 

Mary  P.  McGrath 

Palmer 

9 

James  H.  Lis 

Palmer 

Sara  A.  Atwell 

Palmer 

9 

Larry  A.  Robinson 

Petersham 

Nancy  E.  Parizo 

Palmer 

9 

Michael  F.  Stone 

Brockton 

Jane  Sloan  Duffy 

Palmer 

9 

Carl  J.  Ziemba 

Palmer 

Kathleen  M.  Grimshaw 

No.  Wilbraham 

16 

Ronald  R.  Benoit 

Palmer 

Debra  A.  Mowduk 

Palmer 

26 


Date  Groom 

Residence 

16 

Robert  P.  Castledine 

Palmer 

Id 

Carl  A.  Ersing 

Springfield 

16 

Brian  W.  Harder 

Ware 

16 

Paul  L.  Hattler 

Palmer 

23 

Randy  L.  Conant 

Palmer 

23 

William  S.  Frodyma 

Palmer 

23 

Ernest  H.  Hare 

Ware 

23 

David  L.  Isabelle 

Palmer 

23 

Frederick  R.  Supernant  Jr. 

Wales 

23 

Richard  H.  Wagner 

Springfield 

24 

Franklin  C.  Woodman 

Palmer 

29 

George  H.  North 

Palmer 

30 

Reginald  J.  Kowalik 

Palmer 

30 

Mark  D.  Robbins 

Palmer 

30 

David  R.  Schmitt 

Rochester,  N.Y. 

SEPTEMBER 

6 

Eugene  D.  Beauchemin  1 1 1 

Palmer 

6 

Frank  J.  Tomaszewski 

Palmer 

13 

Edward  F.  Boucher 

Palmer 

13 

Thomas  V.  Bukowski 

Palmer 

20 

Richard  D.  Bergeron 

Palmer 

20 

Francis  J.  Lester 

Westfield 

20 

Philip  Opielowski 

Palmer 

26 

Henry  R.  Harder 

W.  Brookfield 

OCTOBER 

3 

Robert  H.  Sabbides,  Jr. 

Hampden 

4 

George  M.  Currie 

Palmer 

4 

Ira  W.  Damon,  1 1 1 

Warren 

4 

Charles  Elmore 

Ware 

4 

Terrence  M.  Hellyer 

Springfield 

11 

Douglas  D.  Outhuse 

Palmer 

11 

Yvan  0.  Lachance 

Belchertown 

11 

Douglas  D.  Outhuse 

Palmer 

11 

Rodney  W.  Rusiecki 

Palmer 

11 

Robert  R.  Russo,  Jr. 

Palmer 

16 

Robert  A.  Ryczek 

Palmer 

17 

Michael  J.  O'Connor,  Jr. 

Palmer 

18 

Keith  R.  Billow 

Craftsbury,  Vt. 

18 

James  H.  Gavin 

Palmer 

18 

Ronald  L.  Peterson 

Springfield 

24 

George  A.  Christiansen 

Pa  1  mer 

24 

Peter  F.  Katawicz 

Palmer 

25 

Alan  T.  Gilmore 

Palmer 

25 

Robert  A.  Holmes 

Belchertown 

25 

Christian  F.  Jurgensen 

Chicopee 

NOVEMBER 

7 

Edward  C.  Richardson 

Monson 

8 

Dennis  C.  Biron 

Palmer 

8 

Ronald  C.  Home 

Springfield 

15 

David  R.  Brodeur 

W.  Brookfield 

Bride 

Residence 

Maureen  R.  Santos 

Palmer 

Irene  E.  Niemiec 

Palmer 

Sharon  A.  Paddack 

Ware 

Sylvia  M.  Therrien 

Worcester 

Linda  A.  Mulloy 

Monson 

Marilyn  H.  Pease 

Monson 

Deborah  J.  Juaire 

Ware 

Sandra  J .  Dow 

Palmer 

Carol  A.  Brouillette 

Palmer 

Barbara  A.  Olearczyk 

Palmer 

Deane  M.  Boynton 

Pa  Imer 

Cynthia  M.  Stabach 

Sor  inaf  ipld 

Winifred  L.  Austin 

Palmer 

Cynthia  L.  Kennett 

Palmer 

Linda  M.  Chamberland 

Palmer 

Patricia  L.  Wegiel 

Belchertown 

Gina  M.  Giordano 

Palmer 

Susan  A.  Mullen 

Pa  Imer 

Elizabeth  A.  Sekula 

Palmer 

Coral  A.  Ellithorpe 

Palmer 

Bernadette  Ann  Guiel  Lubarsky 

Westfield 

Cindy  M.  Reynolds 

Palmer 

Rita  L.  Gouin 

Spencer 

1  ica  A  HnwsrH 

Llod  r-\ .  nUWal  \J 

Pa  Imer 

Georaifl  W  Hnriap 

w^vi  yia  ww.  i  luu^v 

Monson 

Tina  A  Li?ak 

Warren 

Ruth  O'Kane 

Hardwick 

Brimf  ield 

Lynn  A.  McCarthy 

Palmer 

Rosemarie  Brosnan 

Pa  Imer 

Lynn  A.  McCarthy 

Pa  Imer 

Debora  A.  Murphy 

Palmer 

Judith  M.  Andre 

Palmer 

Linda  J.  Young 

Palmer 

Claudia  J.  Davis 

Monson 

Nancy  M.  Cadieux 

Palmer 

Helen  L.  Price 

Palmer 

Deborah  L.  Germain 

Palmer 

Irene  T.  DeMaio 

Palmer 

Fllpn  A  AAurnhv 

i_uaiow 

Pa  Imer 

oca  ii  u.  vvuuu 

Palmer 

Renee  fsj  Sugrue 

Phyllis  J.  Olearczyk 

Palmer 

Marsha  L.  Wilson 

Ludlow 

Claire  J.  Stebenne 

Palmer 

Donna  R.  La  Bare 

Warren 

27 


15  George  E.  Desotel I 

15  Armand  P.  Gaudreau  Jr. 

15  Roy  E.  Tatro 

18  Richard  E.  Tourville 

27  Timothy  J.  Lynch 

28  Gary  L.  Picco 

29  Wayne  C.  Jarvis 
29  Daniel  E.  Mason 

DECEMBER 

6  Howard  I.  Mann,  Jr. 

20  Richard  J.  Charette 

20  Douglas  H.  Robidoux 

21  Jerry  D.  Peterson 


Date  Name 

JANUARY 

4  Lazar  C.  Andon 

9  Anton i  W.  Dymek 

9  Frank  A.  Reccord 
12  Stanley  F.  Socha 

15  Ernest  W.  Broderick 

16  Wilfred  J.  Gervais 
16  Paul  A.  Kielbasa 
20  Frank  M.Doyle 

26  Russell  B.  Pierce 

27  Frederick  T.Smith 

30  Irene  Gibouleau 

31  MaryJamrog 

FEBRUARY 

3  Ann  Moriarty 

3  Edward  P.  Sullivan  Sr. 

4  Freida  Kleiner 

9  Norman  W.  Griffin 

10  Ruth  Randall 

11  Joyce  A.  Santos 

14  Sophie  A.  Kivior 

15  Walter  F.  Pierson 

16  Florence  A.  Young 
20  Dolly  Seneca  I 

28  Henry  N.  Wright,  Sr. 

MARCH 

3  Yvette  Hansel 

9  Gay  L.  Erikson 

10  Frances  Bennett 

17  Walter  A.  Heintz 

17  Georgianna  Mathieu 

18  Annabelle  Dupre 


Palmer  Bonita  J. .Strait  Monson 

Ware  Lynn  M.  Tolzdorf  Belchertown 

Springfield  Rose  Marie  St.  Amant  Palmer 

Palmer  Elizabeth  A.  Price  Palmer 

Hampden  Ann  M.  Kusek  Palmer 

Palmer  MaryC.  Korzec  Palmer 

Ware  Sue  Ann  L.  Brown  Palmer 

Uxbridge  Jolene  E.  Barton  Palmer 


Palmer     Deborah  L.  Minkley  Palmer 
Palmer     Cherrylyn  M.  Henegar  Palmer 
Ware     Sandra  LaCombe  Hardwick 
Palmer     Sandra  L.  Hart  Palmer 

DEATHS  1975 

Years  Months  Days 


82 

8 

20 

79 

81 

10 

28 

71 

58 

6 

22 

71 

4 

13 

91 

83 

9 

4 

60 

2 

19 

63 

10 

23 

65 

7 

26 

79 

2 

15 

67 

5 

27 

71 

6 

15 

72 

10 

19 

78 

9 

66 

4 

23 

42 

8 

28 

82 

8 

8 

73 

11 

22 

86 

10 

3 

73 

2 

3 

68 

18 

48 

1 

22 

18 

5 

3 

62 

4 

18 

76 

1 

18 

100 

5 

17 

74 

6 

28 

28 


Date  Name 

21  Gladys  ladisernia 

21  Edward  Zisk 

24  Wilfred  E.  Fontaine 

26  Anna  Janosz 

APRIL 

2  Albert  J.  Czechowski 

3  Freda  Audren 

3  Peter  H.  Peterson 

5  Ralph  H.  AAurdock 

5  Frank  L.  Wolanik 

7  Doris  E.Goutu 

7  Richard  D.  Stockwell 

8  Thomas  W.AAcAuliffe 

10  Francis  R.  Leveillee 
(also  known  as  Smart) 

12  Joseph  P.  Chartier 

14  Hilda  J.  Carlson 

18  Raymond  D.  Caron 

27  Leo  J.  Sheppard 
29  Anna  I.  Anderson 

MAY 

1  Delia  Heap 

2  Anna  A.  Moulton 

5  Mabel  Meader 

6  Owen  P.  Devlin 

8  Elsie  V.  Buchanan 

9  Helen  J.  Dennett 

11  Raymond  S.  Walton 

20  Joseph  A.  Mastalerz 

21  Hubert  A.  Perron 

23  Michael  W.  Zglobicki 
27  Lewis  J.  Cross 

29  James  B.  Wilson 

JUNE 

2  Florence  Linnehan 

3  Adam  S.  Podkowka 

12  Joseph  Kszepka 

13  John  Puta 

15  Alexander  Maynard 

16  Clifford  E.  Rogers 

19  Edwin  C.Wilson,  Jr. 

21  Helen  M.  Dupuis 

22  Maude  H.  Lawless 

24  LeRoy  A.  Senecal 
26  Patricia  E.  Alonzo 

JULY 

2  Katarzyna  Chlebus 

5  Joseph  E.  Smart 

10  Janet  E.  Boynton 

12  Elbert  C.  Applegate 


Years  Months  Days 


64 

11 

12 

58 

7 

15 

52 

8 

13 

81 

-• 

-- 

59 

93 

5 

15 

79 

8 

29 

62 

3 

4 

67 

9 

17 

67 

1 

23 

52 

6 

14 

79 

10 

21 

56 

2 

49 

8 

- 

85 

8 

18 

8 

9 

68 

-- 

85 

8 

22 

91 

8 

10 

74 

3 

5 

74 

7 

23 

93 

8 

60 

4 

19 

46 

11 

11 

79 

7 

2 

59 

5 

11 

64 

3 

20 

20 

2 

8 

77 

6 

28 

68 

10 

13 

87 

11 

- 

62 

2 

4 

87 

3 

3 

78 

2 

24 

55 

4 

15 

60 

17 

-- 

67 

1 

27 

80 

5 

29 

65 

7 

3 

30 

10 

24 

84 

64 

10 

15 

21 

9 

8 

29 


Date  Name 

Years 

Months 

Days 
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19     Winifred  M.  Cormier 

52 
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22 
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16 
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75 
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28 
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72 
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21 

16     Dennis  J.  Horgan 
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29 
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27     Carl  M.  Edberg 

83 

26 

31     Stephanie  B.  Czupryna 

50 

5 

26 

SEPTEMBER 

2     Ethel bert  J.  Webster 

78 

5 

3 

8     Eleanor  M.  Moriarty 

66 

22 

10     Leon  H.  Gaudreau 

48 

1 

20 

12      Katherine  Mietelski 
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87 

-- 

-- 

91       PHwarH  1  Wnnshan 

i.  1          ^  U  W  O  1  U  L—  .  IVlUllOllQVI 

71 
/  1 

91      f^prtrndp  Wpldon 

AO 
Or 

7 

9A 
zO 

23     Margaretta  R.  Rielly 

82 

0 

o 

1ft 
IO 

97      Alirp  Lnmharri 

fl7 
0/ 

9A 
zO 

9fl      AAprlp  F  Johnson 

AO            IV1CI    1 W    L_  .    JUI  II  IOV/1  1 

77 

n 
i  j 

OCTOBER 

97 

ZY 

z 
0 

/       /vial  yai  ci  i  .  L^ciiiniy 

ZO 

0 

10 
lo 

9      Amplia  ("ordiali 

on 

tu 

14 

10      Wpnrv  J  Stnkn^a 

IV           1  ICIII    j    -J  .  wIUIVUju 

C7 
D/ 

9 

99 
zz 

16     Marv  Krol 

IV            ft  lOI    J     l\  1  VI 

09 

7Z 

NOVEMBER 

3     Clara  C.  Authier 

74 

3 

1 

4     Catherine  Callahan 

77 

9 

12 

5     Walter  F.  Zieminski 

68 

2 

25 

6     Mary  1.  Shannon 

81 

3 

29 

7     Daisy  1.  Dowling 

91 

6 

14 
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Date       Name  Years      Months  Days 


14  EinarLank 

88 

4 

12 

14     Regina  Picard 

60 

6 

1 

18     Patrick  S.  Fijal 

66 

10 

4 

19  EdwardJ.Fila 

56 

-- 

9 

25     Donald  St.  Amant 

44 

3 

14 

26     Edwin  M.  Olearczyk 

42 

2 

10 

26     Ezaura  Santos 

75 

-- 

-- 

DECEMBER 

2     Elizabeth  Maude  Douty 

90 

7 

14 

7     Henry  Lee  Lloyd 

73 

8 

17 

8     Phebe  E.Brown 

88 

11 

8 

8     Sophie  J.  Dziok 

82 

-- 

-- 

8     Alice  Madigan 

88 

-- 

15 

9     Stephen  M.  Kajka 

48 

7 

6 

11     Phyllis  G.  Gierlich 

44 

7 

28 

11     Leonard  D.  McKinstry 

51 

-- 

-- 

12     John  W.  McGowan 

62 

5 

14 

13     Melvin  G.  Gilbert 

82 

11 

17 

19     George  G.  Blanchard 

65 

7 

9 

19     Matthew  V.  Witek 

56 

6 

18 

20     Elizabeth  Blair, 

75 

7 

25 

23     Mary  A.  Maj ka 

83 

11 

24     Marion  R.  McHugh 

76 

28 

24    Mary  Wrubel 

88 

7 

21 

25     John  R.  Barry 

73 

8 

15 

27     Marion  L.  Lawrence 

59 

11 

3 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TAX  COLLECTOR 

Fiscal  Year  July  1, 1974  — June  30, 1975 
Taxes  (Prior  Years) 

Outstanding  July  1, 1974  7,078.63 
Interest  25.46 


Paid  Treasurer 
Outstanding  June  30, 1975 

Account ot 1969 


Outstanding  July  1, 1974  3,981.92 
Interest  46.51 


Paid  Treasurer 
Outstanding  June  30, 1975 

Account  of  1970 


Outstanding  July  1, 1974  14,881.53 
Interest  30.16 


Paid  Treasurer 
Outstanding  June  30, 1975 

Account  of  1971 


Outstanding  July  1, 1974  13,669.17 
Interest  49.62 


Paid  Treasurer  220.87 
Abatements  52.53 
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273.40 


Outstanding  June  30, 1975 


13,445.39 


Account  of  1972 


Outstanding  July  1, 1974 
Motor  Vehicle  excise  taxes 

abated  after  payment 
Real  Estate  taxes  abated 

after  payment 
Interest 


Paid  Treasurer 
Abatements 
Added  to  Tax  Title 


Outstanding  June  30, 1975 


Account  of  1973 


Outstanding  July  1, 1974 
Additional  Assessor's 

Warrants  to  be  collected 
Motor  Vehicle  excise  taxes 

abated  after  payment 
Real  Estate  taxes  abated 

after  payment 
Interest 


15,614.51 

220.28 

4,747.81 
551.77 


4,808.63 
8,396.69 
200.00 


124,313.53 

57,399.42 

4,824.21 

47,709.60 
7326.10 


21,134.37 


13,405.32 


7,729.05 


Paid  Treasurer 
Abatements 


Outstanding  June  30,  1975 


115,729.90 
80,526.48 


241,572.86 


196,256.38 


45,316.48 


Account  of  1974 


Outstanding  July  1, 1974  851,999.51 
Additional  Assessor's 
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Warrants  to  be  collected  332,898.31 
Motor  Vehicle  excise  taxes 

abated  after  payment  3,859.87 
Personal  Property  taxes 

abated  after  payment  130.77 
Real  Estate  Taxes  abated 

after  payment  7,854.54 

Interest  3,704.35 


Paid  Treasurer  1,052,1 18.56 

Abatements  93,250.73 


Assessor's  Warrants  to  be 

collected  3,349,780.82 
Motor  Vehicle  taxes  abated 

after  payment  592.21 
Personal  Property  taxes 

abated  after  payment  46.75 
Real  Estate  taxes  abated 

afterpayment  9,317.27 

Interest  3,774.05 


Paid  Treasurer  2,928,127.93 
Abatements  205,830.76 


1,200,447.35 


1,145.369.29 


Outstanding  June  30, 1975  55,078.06 

Account  of  1975 


3,363,511.10 


3,133,958.69 


Outstanding  June  30,  1975  229,552.41 

Trailer  Coach  Fees: 

Received  from  July  1,  1974 through  June  30, 1975  6,750.00 

Paid  Treasurer  6,750.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Stephen  J.  Dranka 

Collector  of  Taxes 
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REPORTOF  THE  TOWN  TREASURER 


Following  is  my  report  for  the  12-month  fiscal  year  beginning  July 
1,  1974  and  ending  June  30,  1975. 


Balance  on  hand  July  1, 1974 


$  780,167.12 


RECEIPTS 


Taxes— 1975 

Taxes — Previous  years 

Tax  Title  Redemptions 

Trailer  Park  Fees 

Federal  Withholding  Taxes 

State  Withholding  Taxes 

County  Retirement 

Blue  Cross— Blue  Shield 

Group  Life  Insurance 

Redemption  of  Certificates  of  Deposit 

Industrial  Park  Urban  Renewal  Loan 

Partial  payment  and  interest  from  sale  of 

Industrial  Park  to  J.  B.  Williams 
Transfer  of  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Funds 

(1)  To  Police  Salaries  Account 

(2)  To  Sanitary  Landfill  Account 
Grants— Federal: 

Education  Assistance — Children  of  Low  Income 
Families— Title  I— ESEA— 1965 
Reimbursements  and  Distributions  from  State: 
Veterans  Services 
School  Aid — Chapter  70 

Palmer  Industrial  Park  Urban  Renewal  Project 
Peddler's  License 
Vocational  Education 

Transportation  of  Pupils  Attending  Outside  Schools 

School  Transportation 

Vocational  Tuition 

High  School  Building  Assistance 

Abatements  to  Veterans — Loss  of  Taxes 

Highways— Chapter  90  Improvement 

Highways — For  Traffic  Control  Device  Installation 

Highway  Fund — Chapter  81,  Section  31 

Regional  School  Aid— Chapter  71,  Section  16D 

Public  Owned  Land — Chapter  58,  Section  17 

Highway  Funds— Chapter  825 — 1974 

Highway  Funds— Gas  Tax— Chapter  497,  Section  13 


2,912,343.85 
1,410,051.51 
14,385.46 
6,750.00 
353,140.45 
105,735.62 
33,256.76 
69,689.20 
4,969.60 
5,702,068.31 
375,000.00 

202,068.31 

150,000.00 
8,000.00 

33,615.00 


16,910.61 
623,037.54 
170,235.10 
17.00 
15,588.00 
1,200.00 
150,117.31 
8,046.00 
16,734.00 
637.17 
11,791.00 
23,783.00 
33,495.41 
49,502.14 
6,192.73 
45,319.00 
66,361.96 
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School  Aid— Chapter  69  48,374.00 

Local  Aid  Fund,  Lottery— ETC.  29,400.71 

Local  Aid  Fund,  Chapter  58,  Section  18C  69,411.78 

State  Aid  to  Public  Libraries  4,380.00 

Special  Education  Grant— 1972,  Chapter  766  32,991.00 

Dog  License  Fees  for  County  3,262.15 

Receipts  from  County: 

Rental  of  District  Court  Facilities  4,500.00 

Court  Fines  942.96 

Dog  Refund  3,249.66 

Refund  of  Unappropriated  Cash  for  Fiscal  Year  $  10,092.44 

1973  -  1974— Chapter  824— Acts  of  1974 

Highways— Chapter  90  Improvement  4,996.68 

Highways— Chapter  90  Construction  8,793.73 

Licenses,  Fees,  Permits: 

Board  of  Selectmen  2,129.50 

Board  of  License  Commissioners  10,104.00 

Board  of  Health  914.50 

Gas  Inspector  80.00 

Wire  Inspector  407.00 

Town  Clerk  510.00 

Planning  Board  2,892.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  772.10 

Police  Department  2,609.00 

Dog  Officer  75.00 

Sewer  Connections  2,700.00 

Board  of  Appea Is  70.00 

Conservation  Commission  75.00 

Other  Receipts: 

School  Lunch  Program  188,776.60 

School  Athletic  Program  5,355.31 

Memorial  Hall  Rental  180.50 

Rental  of  School  Facilities  53.00 

Use  of  Lock-Up  400.00 

Cemetery  Department  7,615.00 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds  2,150.00 

Public  Telephone  Commission  15.13 

Pioneer  Valley  Cablevision  License  Fee  1,246.00 
Reimbursement— Funds  expended  on  proposed 

downtown  redevelopment  program  2,774.78 

Sale  of  used  Traxcavator                                     $  856.00 

Off  Duty  Work  Detail— Police  Department  4,162.00 

Restitution  of  Claim  Damage — Police  Department  243.10 

Mass.  Blue  Cross— Refund  5,514.00 

Settlement  of  Claim  Damage — Tree  Department  400.00 
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Settlement  of  Claim  Damage — Highway  Department  774.80 

Settlement  of  Claim  Damage — Cemetery  Department  385.00 
Workmen's  Compensation — Premium  Volume  & 

Experience  Discount  2,588.00 

Workmen's  Compensation — Dividend  821.00 

Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. — Dividend  1,155.00 


Interest  on  Trust  Funds: 

Thompson  Fund  50.96 

Fuller  Fund— School  53.56 

Fuller  Fund— Park  107.16 

Merrick  Fund  45.24 

Conservation  Fund  1,211.89 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds  5,392.98 

Interest  on: 

Taxes  15,724.30 

Savings  Account  12,389.08 

Certificates  of  Deposit  43,646.81 


Refunds: 

Tax  Collectors  Department  400.00 

School  Department  5,849.98 

Selectmen's  Department  163.00 

Police  Department  393.37 

Health  Department  482.12 

Motor  Vehicle  Tax  13.20 

Interest  on  Prepaid  Tax  Anticipation  Notes  1,166.63 

Teachers'  Annuity  23.05 

Veterans  Services  4,508.20 


Receipts  $  13,180,862.00 

Receipts  plus  cash  on  July  1,  1974  13,961,029.12 

Less  Disbursements  during  fiscal  year  13,404,814.99 

Balance  on  Hand  June  30,  1975  556,214.13 

SUMMARY  OF  FEDERAL  REVENUE  SHARING  FUNDS 

Entitlement  #1 

Balance  July  1,  1974  $  3,757.78 

Interest  50.33 


Total  $  3,808.11 

Less  Disbursements— For  Sanitary  Landfill  3,808.11 


Balance  June  30,  1975 
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None 


Entitlement  #2 
Balance  July  1,1974 
Interest 


$  4,585.83 
61.42 


Total  $  4,647.25 

Less  Disbursements — For  Sanitary  Landfill  4,647.25 

Balance  June  30, 1975  None 

Entitlement  #3 
Balance  July  1,1974  $  96,081.75 

Interest  3,386.69 


Total  $  99,468.44 

Less  Disbursements — For  Sanitary  Landfill 
97,379.41 

Balance  June  30, 1975  $2,089.03 

Entitlement  #4 

Balance— July  1, 1974  $  150,497.24 

Receipts  during  year  49,101.00 

Interest  5,176.80 


Total  $  204,775.04 

Less  Disbursements: 

For  Police  Salaries  $150,000.00 

For  Sanitary  Landfill  39,389.38 


189,389.38 

Balance— June  30,  1975  $  15,385.66 

Entitlement  #5 
Receipts  during  year  $  138,018.00 

Interest  2,998.81 


Total  $  141,016.81 

Balance— June  30, 1975  $  141,016.81 

Total  Balance— June 30, 1975  $  158,491.50 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Joseph  S.  Gill 
Town  Treasurer 

38 


IN  APPRECIATION 


MARY  M.  DALEY 

Assessor's  Clerk 
Faithful  Service 
February  18, 1929 
to 

May  31,  1975 


Upon  her  retirement  in  May  of  1975,  the  Town  of  Palmer  lost  a 
truly  dedicated  servant.  Miss  Daley  served  as  Clerk  for  the  Board  of 
Assessors  for  46  years.  Her  knowledge  of  all  aspects  of  the 
Assessor's  Department  was  unlimited  and  she  always  offered  help 
and  guidance  to  all  who  sought  assistance. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  Board  of  Selectmen  and 
all  town  personnel  that  she  enjoy  a  long,  healthy  and  happy 
retirement. 
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REPORT  OF  ASSESSORS 

To  The  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Palmer,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

The  property  valuations  this  year  reflect  the  recent  100% 
revaluation  which  the  Town  had  been  ordered  to  implement.  The 
Board  of  Assessors  wish  to  thank  George  Audren  Associates  for 
their  thorough  coverage  of  all  properties  within  the  Town  and  all  the 
taxpayers  who  were  so  helpful  for  their  cooperation  during  this 
most  difficult  task. 

Following  is  our  report  for  the  Fiscal  Year  1976: 

Alvin  C.  Rondeau,  Chairman 
Stanley  J.  Swiatlowski,  Assessor 
Harold  J.  Gray,  Assessor 
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JURY  LIST 

PRECINCT  A 


Ahearn,  Emmett  F. 
Ahearn,  Gloria  AA. 
Backus,  George  A. 
Bellerose,  Arthur  G.,  Jr. 
Bidga,  Frances  T. 
Brothers,  Nelson  W. 
Bucior,  Norma  AA. 
Burns,  Dorothy  AA. 
Camyre,  Elizabeth  C. 
Chaples,  George  R.,  Jr. 
Chaples/  George  R.,  Sr. 
Chase,  Walter  L. 
Christiansen,  Edna  R. 
Dearden,  Eleanor  J. 
Diotalevi,  Henry  J. 
Ditto,  Arthur  W.,  Jr. 
Donachie,  James  P. 
Fitch,  Edward  C. 
Fountain,  Roy  Z. 
Fulton,  AAyrtle  AA. 
Grimes,  John  AA. 
Harding,  Fred  J. 
Hemphill,  AAildred  C. 
Jackson,  Aurea  S. 
Jones,  Grace  B. 
Laviolette,  Richard  A. 
Longtine,  AAarilyn  J. 
AAalzenski,  Joseph  J. 
AAancini,  Bonifacio  J. 


AAaslon,  Walter  S. 
AAcGuirk,  Ernestine  P. 
AAeyer,  Bernard  K. 
AAichonski,  Irene  S. 
AAisiaszek,  AAilton  F. 
AAullen,  Kenneth  H. 
AAurphy,  Cornelius  J.,  Sr. 
O'AAalley,  Vincent  W. 
Outhuse,  AAargaret  AA. 
Papineau,  Eugene  F. 
Peritz,  Robert  D. 
Perry,  Richard  W. 
Piechota,  John  H. 
Rathbone,  Fred  C. 
Reep,  Sandra  L. 
Robinson,  Frank  J. 
Russo,  Adney  A. 
Santucci,  Leo  J. 
Skowyra,  Arlene  E. 
Smith,  Catherine  F. 
Smith,  George  E. 
Stockwell,  Barbara  L. 
Thatcher,  Harold  F. 
Theodore,  Alfred  P. 
Theodore,  Doris  A. 
Theodore,  Gus  A. 
Thomas,  Edgar  F. 
Trombly,  AAary  A. 
Zelazo,  Lawrence  J.,  Ill 


PRECINCT  B 


Banas,  Felix 
Bleau,  AAyrna  AA. 
Combs,  Patricia  A. 
Dobek,  Walter  P. 
Dragon,  Edward  S. 
Fila,  Edwin  J. 
Fortune,  Roger  G. 
Germain,  June  P. 
Jellen,  Cynthia  AA. 


Kmon,  John  F. 
Kmon,  Sophie  C. 
Koziol,  Theodore  A. 
AAcGurr,  Albert  J. 
Pietryka,  Francis  J. 
Pietryka,  Julia 
Shea,  Thomas  R. 
Thompson,  Richard  E. 
Underwood,  Chester  W. 


Zebrowski,  AAarlene  J. 
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PRECINCT  C 


Austin,  Barbara  M. 
Bolduc,  Paul  A. 
Brady,  John  H. 
Brothers,  Robert  M. 
Frydryk,  Beatrice  E. 
George,  Stephen  F. 
Gilbert,  William  L.  Jr. 
Golas,  Irene  AA. 
Guzik,  Edward  F. 
Holt,  AAargaret  E. 
Jamieson,  Robert  E. 
Jeffrey,  Stewart  E. 
Kulig,  Bolak  J. 
La  Rose,  Louis  J. 
Lessard,  John  L. 
Lizak,  Mildred  C. 


Lombardi,  Harry  J. 
Majka,  Rudolph  J. 
Misiaszek,  Frances  M. 
Mowduk,  Stanley  F. 
Picard,  Leo  J. 
Podkowka,  Michael  W. 
Reagan,  Doris  M. 
Reim,  Daniel  F. 
Repsys,  Anthony  B. 
Richard,  Constance  M. 
Riddle,  Rose  I. 
Sabourin,  Edna  E. 
Sammon,  Kathleen  M. 
Smola,  Dorothy  A. 
Strempek,  Edward  L. 
Witkowski,  Joseph  S. 


PRECINCT  D 


Bokun,  Peter  J. 
Bouvier,  Patricia  L. 
Donovan,  Mary  C. 
Freeman,  Edgar  W. 
Haley,  James  J. 
Izyk,  Ronald  J. 
Jackanowski,  Chester  F. 


Kozlik,  Marion  E. 
Mastalerz,  Joseph  E. 
Metcalf,  Richard  L. 
O'Dell,  Maurice  R. 
Pietryka,  Stanley  J. 
St.  John,  Mary  B. 
Stokowski,  Edmund  J., 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEFOF  POLICE 


The  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen/ 
Palmer,  Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen: 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Police  Department  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1975  is  hereby  respectfully  submitted. 

A  total  of  584  complaints  were  issued  against  386  defendants,  349 
males  and  37  females.  63  delinquent  complaints  were  issued  against 
43  juveniles.  226  drunks  were  taken  into  protective  custody  and 
released.  The  total  sum  of  $2,694.00  was  turned  over  to  the  Town 
Treasurer.  $1,406  for  Firearms  Identification  Cards,  $420.00  for 
Pistol  Permits,  and  $868.00  for  copies  of  accident  reports  sold  to 
insurance  companies. 

On  August  28,  1975  the  department  received  from  the  Governor's 
Highway  Safety  Committee  of  Boston  a  new  Dodge  Monaco  to  be 
used  in  Law  Enforcement.  The  cruisers  covered  a  total  of  204,093 
miles  while  on  their  daily  patrol.  A  total  of  161  traffic  accidents  were 
investigated.  102  involving  Property  Damage,  58  Personal  Injury  in 
which  88  persons  were  injured,  including  two  pedestrians.  Only  one 
fatal  accident  was  recorded  in  which  the  operator  of  a  motorcycle 
was  killed. 

Thirty-four  persons  arrested  for  operating  under  the  influence  of 
intoxicating  liquor  are  eligible  to  attend  the  Driving  While  In- 
toxicated Educational  Program  held  at  the  District  Court.  The 
program  consists  of  8  sessions  and  meet  twice  weekly  for  4  weeks. 
The  program  imparts  factual  information  including  what  alcohol  is, 
the  history  of  man's  use  of  alcohol  and  how  alcohol  affects  the  body 
and  driving  skill.  It  also  differentiates  between  drinking, 
drunkenness,  problem  drinking  and  alcoholism. 

One  Police  Officer,  Terrance  J.  Ferraro  was  granted  a  leave  of 
absence  in  December  1974  and  resigned  January  20,  1975  leaving  us 
with  the  same  complement  of  men.  1  Chief,  3  Sergeants,  11 
Patrolmen  and  2  Dispatchers,  one  of  whom  is  under  the  C.E.T.A. 
Program.  All  are  working  out  very  well. 

Many  thanks  to  your  Honorable  Board  and  to  all  the  townspeople 
for  their  continued  cooperation  and  support  throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  E.  Holt 
Chief  of  Police 


LISTOF  OFFENSES  PROSECUTED  IN  PALMER  IN  1975 


Crimes  Against  Persons: 

Armed  Robbery  1 

Assault  and  Battery  21 

Assault  With  Dangerous  Weapon  3 

Assault  With  Intent  to  Rape  7 

Kidnapping  1 

Total  33 

Crimes  Against  Property: 

Arson  1 

Breaking  and  Entering  and  Larceny  33 

Breaking  Glass  1 

Forgery  1 

Larceny  and  Attempt  50 

Larceny  of  an  Auto  1 

Malicious  Mischief  25 

Possession  of  Burglarious  Tools  1 

Receiving  Stolen  Goods  6 

Trespassing  1 

Using  Motor  Vehicle  Without  Authority  12 

Total  132 

Crimes  Against  Public  Order: 

Contributing  to  Delinquency  1 

Disturbing  the  Peace  12 

Driving  to  Endanger  19 

Driving  Under  Influence  of  Liquor  58 

Fire  Laws  2 

Fugitives  3 

Idle  and  Disorderly  30 

Illegitimacy  1 

Lewdness  1 

Liquor  Laws  2 

Motor  Vehicle  Laws  233 

Narcotics  and  Drugs  52 

Unnatural  Act  3 

Weapons  Carrying  2 

Total  419 

GRAND  TOTAL:  584 

Parking  Tickets  Issues  237 

Speeding  Warnings  on  Radar  621 
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Dispositions: 

Fined  157 

Filed  49 

House  of  Correction  Suspended  25 

Probation  106 

Committed  House  of  Correction  35 

Turned  Over  to  Other  Departments  4 

Bound  Over  to  Grand  Jury  25 

Dismissed  113 

Pending  70 


REPORT  OF  PALMER  AUXILIARY  POLICE  ASSOCIATION 

As  head  of  the  Palmer  Auxiliary  Police  Association,  I  would  like 
to  report  that  this  unit  has  performed  very  well  in  all  the  assign- 
ments they  were  given.  We  assisted  the  regular  Police  Force  in 
performance  of  their  duties,  and  in  the  checking  of  homes  and 
businesses. 

At  this  time,  there  are  twelve  male  members  and  one  female.  I 
would  like  in  behalf  of  all  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  Police 
Association,  to  thank  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen,  Police 
Chief  William  E.  Holt,  and  the  members  of  the  Regular  Police  Dept. 
for  the  cooperation  and  guidance  rendered  to  us  in  the  past  year.  I 
also  wish  to  thank  my  fellow  Auxiliary  Officers  for  the  cooperation 
and  performance  they  have  shown  in  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  Submitted 

Roland  J.  Roy,  Pres. 


47 


REPORTOF  THE  FOREST  FIRE  WARDEN 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 
Gentlemen: 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  Forest  Fire  Warden  of  the  Town  of 
Palmer  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1975. 

This  Department  responded  to  a  total  of  46  calls  during  the  year. 

15  for  forest  and  brush  in  the  Palmer  Fire  District. 
31  for  forest  and  brush  in  the  rest  of  the  town . 

At  this  time  I  would  like  to  thank  all  neighboring  Chiefs  and  men 
of  the  other  Fire  Departments  that  helped  us  during  the  year. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  the  Honorable  Board  and  the  Police  Depart- 
ment for  the  cooperation  and  help  I  received  during  the  year. 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Citizens  of  Palmer, 
Mass.: 

As  your  representative  of  the  Officers  and  Trustees,  the  Library 
Association,  Head  Librarian,  Mrs.  Catherine  Young,  and  her  staff, 
and  the  Building  Needs  Committee  of  the  Palmer  Public  Library,  I 
am  proud  to  submit  this  annual  report: 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Gus  A.  Theodore 
Forest  Fire  Warden 


REPORTOF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


CIRCULATION 


Juvenile 


Adult  Adult  Total 
Fict.     Non-Fict.  Adult 


Total 


Palmer 
Bookmobile 


18,371 
20,489 


19,192 
10,206 


18,446 
1,765 


37,638 
11,971 


56,009 
32,460 


38,860 


29,398 


20,211 


40,609 


88,469 


Net  Gain  over  1974:  3,305 
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Over  the  past  five  years,  the  circulation  has  increased  on  a  yearly 
average  of  nearly  3300,  which  clearly  indicates  that  the  library 
facilities  are  being  put  to  greater  use,  and  that  an  increasing 
number  of  people  are  availing  themselves  of  what  the  library  has  to 
offer.  Aside  from  books,  the  use  of  magazines,  records,  films,  and 
reference  services  are  utilized  to  a  greater  extent. 

ACTIVITIES 

T.  The  Pre-School  Storyhour  is  in  its  fifth  year  of  operation.  Mrs. 
James  AAoran,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Michael  Bauer,  conducted  the 
storyhour  until  May  at  St.  Ann's  Social  Center.  In  the  fall,  a  move 
was  made  to  St.  Paul's  Universalist  Church  Fellowship  Hall  with 
Mrs.  Michael  Bauer  in  charge,  assisted  by  Mrs.  David  O'Clair. 
About  50  children  have  been  taking  advantage  of  this  service.  Its 
success  has  been  attested  to  by  parents  who  have  expressed  their 
amazement  at  the  amount  of  information  the  children  have  gar- 
nered in  such  a  short  time.  We  are  deeply  indebted  to  St.  Ann's  and 
St.  Paul's  for  the  use  of  their  respective  facilities. 

2.  The  Monthly  Storyhour.  Mrs.  Ralph  Odneal,  for  several  years, 
presented  a  monthly  storyhour  at  the  library  for  pre-schoolers  thru 
the  third  grade — as  a  volunteer.  She  did  an  outstanding  job  and  we 
are  most  grateful  to  her  for  the  many  hours  of  pleasure  she  has 
rendered  to  the  young  people  of  Palmer.  In  the  fall,  Mrs.  Anthony 
Heropoulos  assumed  the  duties  of  storylady  and  is  carrying  on  the 
program  with  comparable  success.  We  are  deeply  appreciative  of 
the  time  and  talent  these  two  ladies  have  given  to  the  library. 
Through  arrangements  with  Miss  Patricia  Smith  of  the  Palmer 
High  School  faculty,  a  monthly  storyhour  was  held  in  the  Bondsville 
and  Three  Rivers  Grammar  schools.  Volunteer  high  school  students 
planned  and  presented  very  worthwhile  programs.  We  are  deeply 
indebted  to  Miss  Smith  and  the  volunteers  for  their  help  and 
cooperation  in  making  these  programs  possible. 

3.  The  Palmer  High  School  Art  Show  was  held  on  April  6,  1975. 
Under  the  aegis  of  Messrs.  Charles  DiMascola,  David  and  Thomas 
Hawkins,  Scott  Campbell,  and  Paul  Niejadlik,  another  outstanding 
show  of  ceramics,  paintings,  sculpture,  and  photography  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  more  than  200  people  who  attended.  The 
exhibit  demonstrated  the  remarkable  ability  of  the  art  department 
faculty  to  develop  the  artistic  skil  Is  of  its  students. 

4.  The  Summer  Reading  Program  was  a  success  as  75  children 
received  certificates.  The  requirements  for  a  certificate  were  to 
read  and  to  report  on  eight  books.  At  the  annual  party,  prizes  were 
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awarded  for  the  most  books  read.  A  well  received  program  was 
presented  by  the  Robbins-Zust  Family  Marionettes,  and  refresh- 
ments were  served.  The  program  was  funded  by  the  used  book  sale. 

EXHIBITS 

Many  excellent  exhibits  were  on  display  throughout  the  year: 
Autographed  photographs  of  many  illustrious  people,  collected  by 
the  late  Edwin  Walker;  dolls  of  many  nations;  grave  stone  rub- 
bings; the  original  drawings  of  St.  Paul's  Universalist  Church 
coloring  book;  antique  household  articles,  and  home  made 
Christmas  decorations.  An  exhibit  for  National  Education  Week,  a 
Hampden  County  Extension  Service  exhibit,  and  pictures  and  ar- 
tifacts from  the  King  household  added  to  the  effectiveness  of  the 
displays. 

Bl— CENTENNIAL  COMMITTEE  of  the  library  has  helped  in 
suggesting  and  obtaining  exhibits  relative  to  the  Bi-centennial.  The 
committee  also  designed  a  very  attractive  bookmark  noting  im- 
portant dates  of  the  town's  and  the  library's  history.  The  bookmarks 
are  being  distributed  to  library  patrons. 

OTHER  SERVICES 

1.  Western  Regional  Public  Library  System.  Books,  films,  and 
records  are  borrowed  from  this  source  for  specific  requests.  In  1975, 
560  books,  284  films,  and  7  records  were  obtained— a  truly  in- 
valuable service  to  libraries.  It  was  through  this  source,  also,  that 
we  received  about  $700  worth  of  reference  books  thru  a  federal 
grant.  The  WRPLS's  bookmobile  stops  about  every  six  weeks  to 
loan  us  other  books  on  a  temporary  basis. 

2.  Microfilmed  copies  of  the  Palmer  Journal  from  1846  to  1973  are 
available  to  the  public— with  later  Journals  on  file. 

3.  Reference  Assistance  is  given  both  over  the  phone  and  in  the 

library. 

4.  Photo-copying :  A  service  offered  at  a  nominal  fee. 

FUNDED  PROGRAMS:  We  were,  indeed,  fortunate  to  be  assigned 
two  people  from  the  CETA  program.  As  a  result,  the  library  has 
been  able  to  undertake  projects  beneficial  to  the  functioning  of  the 
library.  Also,  for  nine  weeks  during  the  summer,  a  young  girl  from 
the  National  Youth  Corps  served  in  many  capacities. 
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IMPROVEMENTS:  The  following  equipment  was  installed:  two  air 
conditioners  in  the  library/  railings  on  the  front  steps,  and  a 
floodlight  at  the  rear  of  the  building. 

GIFTS:  Many  books  and  magazines  were  contributed  throughout 
the  year  by  library  patrons  and  the  staff.  Various  organizations  and 
individuals  have  also  contributed  books  in  memory  of  family 
members  or  friends.  Several  people  have  contributed  money  to  our 
Library  Building  Fund,  some  in  memory  of  loved  ones.  A  picture  of 
the  Paine  family  was  presented  to  the  library  by  Rexford  Paine.  An 
1854  map  of  Palmer  was  given  to  the  library  by  Atty.  Robert  Bod- 
fish,  formerly  of  Palmer. 

LIBRARY  NEEDS  COMMITTEE.  A  Library  Needs  Committee, 
appointed  by  the  Trustees  in  1974,  has  thoroughly  studied  the  options 
available  to  us  for  solving  our  space  problems.  A  feasability  study 
was  done  by  competent  professionals  to  determine  the  comparative 
costs  and  advantages  of  several  different  plans:  1)  to  renovate  and 
use  the  second  floor  of  the  present  building;  2)  to  add  to  the  present 
building  at  the  first  floor  level  by  the  acquisition  of  adjoining 
properties;  3)  to  abandon  the  present  building  and  construct  a  new 
library  building;  4)  to  purchase  and  renovate  for  library  use  the 
A&P  supermarket  on  Main  Street,  which  had  recently  become 
vacant. 

Both  the  Trustees  and  the  Needs  Committee  voted  to  propose  to 
the  town  the  adoption  of  the  fourth  plan,  as  the  most  economical  and 
the  most  feasible.  We  are  now  in  the  process  of  having  architectural 
and  engineering  studies  made  of  this  building  and  preparing  to 
submit  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  detailed  estimates  of  the  total  cost 
of  the  project. 

In  closing,  on  behalf  of  the  Officers  and  Trustees,  and  members  of 
the  Library  Association  of  the  Palmer  Public  Library,  I  extend  our 
sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  to:  Mrs.  Catherine  Young,  Head 
Librarian,  and  her  efficient  staff  for  their  diligence,  patience,  and 
continued  devoted  service  in  their  work  at  the  Library;  to  the  Board 
of  Selectmen,  Finance  Committee,  all  school  departments,  and  the 
citizens  of  the  Town  of  Palmer,  for  their  continued  interest  and 
support — without  whose  aid  we  could  not  succeed  in  any  ventures 
we  put  forward. 

Thank  you. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Lois  C.  Reynolds 
President 
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Board  of  Trustees 
Palmer  Public  Library 

STAFF 

Mrs.  Catherine  Young — Librarian 

Mrs.  William  Coulter— Asst.  Librarian  and  Cataloguer 

Mrs.  Joseph  Bigda— Children's  Librarian 

Mrs.  Edwin  Rehor — Bookmobile  Librarian 

Mrs.  Reginald  Molleur — Clerical  Assistant 

REPORTOF  CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 

ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  July  1,  1974  -  June  30,  1975 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

The  report  of  the  Cemetery  Commissioners  for  the  fiscal  year 
July  1, 1974-  June  30,  1975  is  herewith  submitted: 

There  were  53  burials  during  this  time,  and  the  following  was 
spent  for  the  care  and  upkeep  of  the  four  cemeteries  in  the  Town  of 
Palmer  under  the  care  of  the  Commissioners. 

Appropriation  Expenditures 
Labor  and  Clerk  $19,679.00  $19,539.89 

All  Others  3,721.00  3,719.72 

Total     

Total  $23,400.00  $23,259.61 

Balance  returned  to  Town  $  140.39 

During  the  year,  the  following  totals  were  received  by  this 
department: 

Receipts  from  Cemeteries  $5,385.00 

10  New  Perpetual  Care  Funds  1,050.00 

Interest  on  692  Perpetual  Care  Funds  5,392.98 


Total  Receipts  paid  to  the  Town  Treasurer  $11,827.98 

Respectfully  submitted, 

George  S.  Gay,  Chairman 

Walter  L.  Chase 

Robert  E.  Geer 

Cemetery  Commissioners 

by  Robert  G.  Faulkner,  Clerk 
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REPORTOFTHE  BOARDOF  HEALTH 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Palmer,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

The  Palmer  Board  of  Health  herewith  submits  this  report  for  the 
calendar  year  ending  December  31,  1975. 

On  the  dates  shown  herewith.  Immunization  Clinics  were  held  by 
the  Board  of  Health  in  1975  for  the  following  communicable 
diseases: 

AAAAR  -  Poliomyelitis  -  DPT  and  DT  February  15 

AAAAR  -  Poliomyelitis  -  DPT  and  DT  April  12 

AAAAR  AAayl4 

Influenza  for  Elderly  September  29 

AAAAR  -  Poliomyelitis  -  DPT  October  4 

AAAAR  -  Poliomyelitis  -  DPT  and  DT  November  1 

AAAAR  -  Poliomyelitis  -  DPT  and  DT  December  13 

(AAAAR  is  Measles,  Mumps,  Rubella) 
(DPT  is  Diphteria,  Pertussis,  Tetanus) 
(DT  is  Diptheria,  Tetanus) 

AND 

Lead  Poison  Screening  January  18 

Chicken  Pox  6 

Dog  Bites  55 

German  Measles  7 

Hepatitis  2 

Measles  43 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Syphilis  2 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  1 

Streptococcal  Sore  Throat  28 

Cat  Bites  4 

Viral  Hepatitis  2 

Serum  Hepatitis  1 

Measles  Encephalitis  1 

Gonorrhea  2 
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Deaths  reported  during  1975 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Oto  10  years 

0 

0 

0 

10  to  20  years 

2 

0 

2 

90.  To  90.  woarc 

9 
J 

o 
L 

c 
D 

30  to  40  years 

0 

0 

0 

4u  to  ou  years 

J 

o 

0 

50  to  60  years 

9 

1 

10 

60  to  70  years 

13 

11 

24 

/u  to  ou  years 

on 

o 

oo 

80  to  90  years 

7 

15 

22 

90  to  100  years 

1 

6 

7 

58 

47 

105 

Licenses  issued: 

Receipts 

Septrc  taj*k 

$260.00 

Inspection  ot  sewage  disposal  system 

20.00 

Disposal  works  installers 

75.00 

Plumbing 

264.00 

Milk,  oleo 

zi  nn 
0 1  .UU 

Bottling 

40.00 

Funeral  Director 

6.00 

Removal  of  garbage 

6.00 

Day  camp  and  swimming  pool 

10.00 

Camp 

20.00 

Trailer  Park 

10.00 

Sale  of  Clam  Fritters 

5.00 

Total 

$777.00 

The  Palmer  Board  of  Health  recommends  the  following  im- 
munizations against  communicable  diseases: 

(DTP)  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  Toxoids  and  Pertussis  Vaccine 
Adsorbed. 

Simultaneous  immunization  against  these  three  diseases  may  be 
obtained  by  receiving  three  0.5cc  injections  of  DPT.  Injections  may 
be  started  as  early  as  the  second  month  and  should  be  separated  by 
two-month  intervals.  The  third  DTP  injection  should  be  followed  one 
year  later  by  a  DTP  Booster  and  again  at  four  to  six  years  of  age  (on 
entering  kindergarten  or  grade  one)  by  a  second  DTP  Booster. 
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(TD)  Tetanus  and  Diphtheria  Toxoids  Adsorbed  (For  Adult  Use). 

TD  is  now  recommended  for  all  persons  over  six  years  of  age. 
Primary  immunization:  Two  injections  of  0.5cc  each  should  be 
given  at  least  four  weeks  apart.  A  reinforcing  dose  of  0.5cc  should  be 
given  no  less  than  six  months,  and  preferably  about  twelve  months 
later.  This  will  establish  a  protective  anti-toxin  level  lasting  for 
many  years  in  the  majority  of  persons. 

(TOPV)  Trivalent  Oral  Polio  Vaccine. 

Infants  and  Children  under  Six  Years  of  Age:  The  four-dose 
primary  immunization  series  should  be  started  at  two  or  three 
months  of  age.  The  second  and  third  doses  should  be  given  no  less 
than  two  months  apart.  The  fourth  dose  is  an  integral  part  of 
primary  immunization  and  should  be  administered  twelve  months 
after  the  third  dose. 

Children  over  Six,  Adolescent  and  Adults:  The  primary  series 
should  consist  of  three  doses:  the  first  two  doses  given  two  months 
apart,  and  the  th  ird,  twelve  months  after  the  second. 

School  Entrance:  On  entering  kindergarten  or  the  first  grade,  all 
children  who  have  completed  a  primary  series  of  oral  polio  vaccine 
should  be  given  a  single  booster  dose.  All  others  should  complete  the 
primary  series. 

MEASLES,  MUMPS  AND  RUBELLA  VACCINES,  COMBINED 
(MMR). 

A  single  injection  of  MMR  combined  vaccine  at  twelve  months  of 
age,  or  as  soon  as  possible  thereafter,  is  recommended. 

Girls  thirteen  years  or  older  should  seek  immunization  advice 
from  their  personal  physicians.  (Because  of  the  Rubella  com- 
ponent.) 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION. 

While  smallpox  vaccination  is  no  longer  required  for  school  at- 
tendance or  for  travel  to  most  areas  of  the  world,  many  physicians, 
parents  and  travelers  may  wish  to  continue  with  smallpox  vac- 
cination on  a  voluntary  basis. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Maurice  R.  LePage,  D.S.C. 
Chairman 

Donald  H.  Cavanaugh 
Frederick  J.  Lis 
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REPORTOFTHE  PARK  COMMISSIONERS 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Gentlemen: 

The  Park  Commissioners  hereby  submit  their  annual  report  for 
the  year  1975. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Park  Commission  were  held  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  each  month  at  7:30  P.M.  in  the  Town  Administration 
Building.  The  demand  for  the  use  of  Town  Park  facilities  continues 
to  increase.  The  growing  popularity  of  tennis  has  the  townspeople 
requesting  that  more  tennis  courts  be  constructed.  The  Little 
League  needs  more  playing  fields  and  baseball  is  lacking  at  least 
one  more  full  size  ball  diamond.  Because  of  these  growing  needs, 
the  Park  Commissioners  are  continually  working  to  expand  its 
facilities. 

Legion  Field  continues  to  be  overtaxed  with  its  ever-increasing 
sports  programs.  The  Commissioners  had  hoped  that  with  the 
development  of  the  recently  purchased  7-1/4  acres  of  land  on  Water 
St.  in  Palmer  as  a  recreational  facility,  it  would  alleviate  some  of 
the  pressure  on  Legion  Field.  However  after  the  feasibility  study  of 
the  property  by  Storch  Engineers  of  Boston,  it  was  recommended 
that  the  plan  proposed  for  the  Water  St.  area  under  Phase  1 1 1  of  the 
Town's  Natural  Resource  Program  was  not  practical  for  the 
following  reasons: 

1.  Reports  prepared  by  such  agencies  as  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey, 
the  Lower  Pioneer  Valley  Regional  Planning  Commission  and  the 
Massachusetts  Water  Resources  Commission  indicates  that  the 
proposed  park  is  within  a  flood  plain. 

2.  Field  observations  indicate  that  major  portions  of  the  site  are  wet 
or  water-saturated  throughout  different  seasons  of  the  year. 
Because  of  those  observations  the  construction  of  the  area  would  be 
impractical  as  well  as  costly. 

In  view  of  these  findings  the  Commissioners  have  scrapped  their 
plans  to  develop  the  Water  St.  property  and  have  applied  to  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development,  Act  of  1974 
through  Mr.  George  Boyle  of  the  Lower  Pioneer  Valley  Regional 
Planning  Commission  for  a  Block  Grant  from  available  funds  to 
develop  25  acres  of  town-owned  land  on  Warren  St.  adjacent  to  New 
Burleigh  Park. 
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In  1974  the  Commissioners  received  approval  from  the  Bureau  of 
Outdoor  Recreation  (B.O.R.)  of  their  application  for  reim- 
bursement of  matching  funds  available  to  the  Town  from  the  pur- 
chase of  7-1/4  acres  of  land  on  Water  St.  in  Palmer.  The  sum  of  $5100 
was  returned  to  the  Town  Treasurer. 

For  the  fifth  consecutive  year,  65  boys  from  the  Industrial  Arts 
Department  of  the  Palmer  High  School,  under  the  guidance  and 
direction  of  Department  Head  Edward  Libera  and  his  instructors 
Mr.  Dennis  Swierad  and  Mr.  Russell  Webb,  performed  another  fine 
service  to  the  Park  Department  as  well  as  the  Town.  In  5  days  at 
New  Burleigh  Park,  they  constructed  a  12  foot  by  40  foot  field  stone 
bridge  across  the  brook  which  runs  through  the  park  thereby 
opening  up  many  more  acres  of  park  land  for  Hiking  Trails, 
Camping  and  Ski-Mobiling.  They  also  cleared  off  more  woodland  of 
dead  and  diseased  trees  and  underbrush.  The  Commissioners  ex- 
tend their  sincere  gratitude  to  Mr.  Libera,  his  two  assistants  and 
particularly,  the  boys  who  worked  so  vigorously  and  en- 
thusiastically on  this  project. 

The  Park  Commissioners  also  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Stan  Korcez  anc 
Mr.  Joseph  Tufanoof  the  Industrial  Arts  Department  of  Pathfinder 
Regional  High  School  and  their  students  for  the  tremendous  job  they 
did  in  constructing  a  new  Press  Box  and  installing  additional 
electrical  outlets  and  lights  at  Legion  Field. 


The  Town  Recreational  Program  for  children  which  takes  place 
at  Burleigh  Park  each  summer  for  ten  weeks  was  a  very  successful 
one.  The  cooperation  between  Recreational  Director  John  Dyl  and 
his  staff  and  the  Park  Department  personnel  resulted  in  the  cost  of 
maintenance  being  kept  at  a  minimum  and  the  overall  condition  of 
Burleigh  Park  being  left  in  excellent  condition. 

The  section  of  New  Burleigh  Park  designated  as  Area  Two  off 
Smith  St.,  Lake  Thompson,  was  also  developed  further.  More  brush 
and  dead  trees  were  removed  and  the  ecological  playground  area  is 
being  expanded  as  funds  and  time  permit. 

Ideal  weather  conditions  has  made  this  past  year  one  of  the  best  in 
many  years  for  skating  on  the  five  skating  rinks  maintained  by  the 
department. 

All  of  the  trees  on  Hryniewicz  Memorial  Park  in  Three  Rivers 
were  trimmed  of  dead  and  diseased  limbs. 
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This  past  summer  the  surfaces  of  the  tennis  court  in  Three  Rivers 
and  the  basketball  court  in  Bondsville  were  sealed. 

All  other  facilities  of  the  parks  and  playgrounds  continue  to  be 
used  and  enjoyed  extensively  by  townspeople  of  all  ages. 

Due  to  the  cost  and  maintenance  of  fir  planking  for  the  portable 
bleachers,  the  Commissioners  have  instituted  the  system  of  pur- 
chasing a  few  aluminum  planks  each  year  until  all  the  fir  planks 
have  been  replaced,  thus  eliminating  further  maintenance  cost. 
This  year  30  2"xl0"x8"  aluminum  planks  were  purchased. 

The  Federal  Program  "Neighborhood  Youth  Corp",  under  the 
supervision  of  William  Gallagher  and  his  assistant,  James  Phaneuf, 
was  again  available  to  the  Town.  The  department  took  full  ad- 
vantage of  the  program  by  using  the  six  boys  assigned  to  work  at 
jobs  that  the  regular  park  employees  were  unable  to  give  time  to 
such  as  clearing  more  woodland  at  Burleigh  Park,  painting  fences, 
installing  drain  pipes,  etc. 

On  January  16,  1975  and  on  July  21,  1975,  respectively,  two  men 
were  assigned  to  the  department  under  the  federally  funded 
Comprehensive  Employment  Training  Act.  (CETA).  These  men 
will  work  with  the  department  until  such  time  as  the  program  is 
phased  out. 

We  wish  to  express  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  children  and  adults  of 
Palmer  for  their  cooperation  and  consideration  while  using  the  park 
facilities  extended  to  them,  to  Oliver  Beauregard,  Highway 
Superintendent,  William  Ammann,  Water  Superintendent  and  Fire 
Chief  Gus  Theodore  of  the  Palmer  Fire  District  for  their  assistance 
in  helping  complete  many  of  our  Park  projects,  some  of  which 
otherwise  would  not  have  been  possible. 

To  Police  Chief  William  E.  Holt  and  his  officers  for  their  vigilance 
of  park  property,  thereby  keeping  vandalism  at  a  minimum,  we 
express  our  gratitude. 

To  individuals  of  other  town  departments  for  their  cooperation 
throughout  the  year  and  particularly  to  Michael  Russo,  Park 
Superintendent  and  his  staff  and  to  the  Honorable  Board  of  Select- 
men for  their  help  and  guidance  whenever  needed,  we  offer  our 
appreciation. 

Respectfully  submitted 

David  Johnson,  Chairman 
James  Duke,  Secretary 
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Robert  DeAAaio 
William  Cole 
Walter  Pluta 


Park  Commissioners 


REPORTOF  THE  MILK  INSPECTOR 

To  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Citizens  of  Palmer,  Mass. 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  on  the  following  licenses  issued 
for  the  year  1975: 

lOMilk  Vehicle  Licenses                @l-00  $10.00 

35  Store  Milk  Licenses                   @  1.00  35.00 

16  Oleomargerine  Licenses             @  1.00  16.00 


$61.00 

Respectfully  Submitted 

Frank  J.  Swiatlowski 
Milk  Inspector 


REPORT  OF  THE  SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS*  MEASURES 

To  The  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 

Scales  and  Balances  Not 

Adj.     Sealed  Sealed  Condemned 


Over  10,000  lbs. 

1 

3 

1 

0 

5,000  to  10,000  lbs. 

3 

5 

1 

0 

100 to  5,000  lbs. 

33 

56 

5 

0 

lOtolOOIbs. 

17 

50 

0 

0 

10  lbs.  or  less 

12 

18 

0 

0 

Totals 

66 

132 

7 

0 

Weights 

Avoirdupois 

0 

115 

0 

0 

Metric 

0 

122 

0 

0 

Apothecary 

0 

60 

0 

0 

59 


Totals 

0 

297 

0 

0 

Liquid  Measuring  Meters 

Inlet  One  Inch  or  Less 

Gasoline 

20 

88 

10 

0 

Oil,  Grease 

2 

16 

6 

0 

Inlet  More  than  One  Inch 

Vehicle  Tank 

4 

14 


0 

0 

Totals 

26 

118 



16 

— 
0 

Fabric  Measuring  Devices 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Linear  Measures 

Yardsticks 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Trial  Weighings  and  Measurements  of  Commodities 

Sold  or  Put  Up  For  Sale 

Commodity 

Tested 

v.urrcci 

vii  tier 

Over 

Bread 

286 

241 

18 

27 

Butter 

114 

94 

7 

13 

Charcoal 

74 

62 

3 

o 

y 

Confectionary 

299 

273 

10 

16 

Provisions 

420 

361 

23 

36 

Flour 

78 

63 

7 

8 

Fruits  &  Vegetables 

359 

318 

20 

21 

Meats 

590 

526 

25 

39 

Potatoes 

95 

69 

7 

19 

Totals 

2315 

2007 

120 

1  QQ 

loo 

Inspections 

Food  Packages 

1651 

Charcoal,  paper  bags 

74 

Milk  Jars — Cartons 

206 

Marking  of  Bread 

286 

Gasoline  (other  than 

sealing) 

81 

Fuel  Oil  Meters  (other  than 

sealing) 

37 

Scales 

139 

Pedlar's  License 

1 

Pedlar's  Junk  Scale 

2 

60 


Total  2477 

Appropriation  Balance  Januaryl,  1975  $879.90 
Expenditures  January  1-June  30, 1975  $877.50 
Balance  $  2.40 

Appropriation  July  1/  1975-June30, 1976  $2019.60 

Expenditures  July  1,  1975- December  31, 1975  973.30 

Balance  $1046.30 


Total  Sealing  Fees  $795.20 

Sealing  Fees  Collected  $735.20 

Sealing  Fees  Paid  to  Town  Treasurer  $735.20 

Sealing  Fees  Due  Town  ot  Palmer  $  60.00 

The  foregoing  comprises  my  report  for  the  period  ending 
December  31,  1975. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  H.  Jasak 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREE  WARDEN 

Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Gentlemen: 

Amount  appropriated  July  1, 1974- June  30,  1975  $4125.00 
Expenditures  4038.91 


Balance— June  30, 1975  86.09 

During  the  past  year  76  trees  of  various  species  were  planted 
throughout  the  town. 

Twelty  two  trees  were  removed  due  to  old  age,  decay  and  Ver- 
ticillium  Wilt. 

Low  limbs  on  tree  belts  were  raised  and  all  bark  and  cambium 
scars  were  painted  to  prevent  decay. 
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Verticillum  Wilt  continues  to  be  of  prime  concern,  since  it  affects 
the  popular  Maple  Tree.  In  fact  so  great  is  the  concern  that  aborists 
discourage  the  planting  of  the  Sugar  Maple  or  Rock  Maple  Trees  for 
future  shade.  Trees  that  are  more  resistant  to  chlorides  and  air 
pollution  are  recommended. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Oliver  Beauregard 
Tree  Warden 

REPORTOF  DUTCH  ELM  DISEASE 

Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Gentlemen: 

Amount  appropriated  July  1, 1974-June  30, 1975  $5450.00 

Expenditures  5206.61 


Balance  243.39 

During  the  past  year  68  diseased  Elm  Trees  were  removed  in 
accordance  with  the  sanitation  recommendations  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Natural  Resources. 

Every  year  chemicals  are  discovered  for  the  Dutch  Elm  Disease 
control  and  every  year  there  is  disappointment  that  last  year's 
break-through  proved  useless.  However,  research  has  come 
through  in  developing  a  disease  resistant  Elm  Tree  that  should  be 
available  in  two  years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Stanley  J.  Strzemienski 
Superintendent 
Insect  Pest  Control 


REPORTOF  INSECT  PEST  CONTROL 

Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Gentlemen: 

Amount  appropriated  July  1, 1974-June  30, 1975  $3200.00 

Expenditures  3148.70 
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Balance 


51.30 


The  three  year  cycle  of  the  Gypsy  Moth  appears  to  have  reached 
its  peak.  Defoliation  this  year  was  spotty  and  light,  compared  to  the 
two  previous  years.  Several  factors  have  contributed  for  the  decline 
in  the  caterpillar  hatch/  natural  parasites  birds  feeding  on  the  egg 
masses,  and  the  application  of  pesticide  sprays  on  heavily  infested 
areas.  The  extremely  cold  weather  during  the  month  of  January 
should  have  a  telling  effect  on  the  hatch  of  the  egg  masses.  Gypsy 
Moth  eggs  contain  a  small  amount  of  moisture/  consequently  ex- 
tremely cold  weather  causes  the  exposed  eggs  to  burst  and  prevent 
their  hatching  out. 

Several  requests  for  the  eradication  of  Poison  Ivy  were  received. 
For  several  years  a  determined  effort  was  made  to  eliminate  this 
pest  plant  by  spraying  with  a  powerful  Herbicide.  The  plant  appears 
to  be  on  a  decline. 

The  Fall  Web  Worm  which  is  often  mistaken  for  the  Gypsy  Moth 
was  thoroughly  sprayed  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Stanley  J.  Strzemienski 
Superintendent 
Insect  Pest  Control 
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IN  MEMORIAM 


EDWIN  OLEARCZYK 

MEMBER  OF 
PALMER  BOARD 
OF 

LICENSE  COMMISSIONERS 
1968-  1975 


September  16, 1933 
November  26,  1975 

IN  RECOGNITION  OF  FAITHFUL  SERVICE 
TO  THE 
TOWN     OF  PALMER 
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REPORTOFTHE  LICENSING  BOARD 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 

The  Board  of  License  Commissioners  issued  the  following  licenses 
during  the  year  1975: 


All  Alcoholic  Annual  Seasonal 


Inn  Holders  3  0 

Retail  Package  4  1 

Clubs  5  1 

Druggist  4  0 

Restaurants  11  2 

Malt  Beverage  and  Wine 

Retail  Package  4  0 

Restaurants  2  0 

Common  Victuallers  49  0 


The  Board  also  issued  34  one-day  permits  for  the  sale  of  malt 
beverages  and  wine.  This  department  turned  over  to  the  Town 
Treasurer  the  total  sum  of  $9,967.00. 

In  November  of  1975,  the  Town  was  saddened  by  the  death  of 
Edwin  Olearczyk,  member  of  the  Board  of  License  Commissioners. 
Mr.  Olearczyk  was  a  faithful  and  conscientious  public  servant.  His 
loss  will  be  felt  not  only  by  this  Commission  but  by  the  Town  of 
Palmer  as  well. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Bernard  Lamery 
Frederick  S.  Tyburski 
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REPORTOFTHE  RECREATION  COMMITTEE 


The  year  1975  again  showed  an  increase  in  total  registration  and 
attendance  at  the  Palmer  Summer  Recreation  Program.  The 
program  primarily  centered  around  activities  at  Burleigh  Park. 
However,  several  other  locations  were  utilized  in  order  to  sup- 
plement the  etfectiveness  of  the  entire  Program. 

Several  new  programs  were  introduced  and  resulted  in  a  high 
degree  of  success.  A  special  session  for  youngsters  that  had  com- 
pleted kindergarten  was  scheduled.  This  program  permitted  our 
younger  children  to  participate  in  events  and  activities  that  were 
geared  to  their  age  level.  Also,  a  new  concept  in  overnight  camping 
proved  to  be  very  popular.  Arrangements  were  completed  for  the 
use  of  the  Polish  Alliance  Campgrounds  in  Bondsville.  All  campers 
slept  in  cabins  supervised  by  our  staff  counselors.  Hopefully/  we 
plan  to  expand  this  activity  to  include  advanced  boating,  hiking, 
swimming  and  other  events. 

Perhaps  the  most  successful  program  was  the  instructional 
swimming  conducted  at  Crystal  Park  in  Bondsville.  Under  the 
direction  of  qualified  personnel,  a  well-supervised  program  was 
initiated  and  developed.  We  sincerely  hope  that  this  program  can  be 
expanded  to  include  certification.  It  is  our  feeling  that  water  safety 
should  be  a  prerequisite  in  any  successful  summer  recreation  ac- 
tivities. Fortunately,  the  warm  summer  allowed  for  many  pleasant 
swimming  sessions. 

The  purchase  of  a  public  address  system  helped  to  keep  our 
organized  activities  moving  in  an  orderly  manner.  New  table  tennis 
units  were  assembled  and  were  utilized  extensively.  The  in- 
troduction of  "Pillow  Polo"  was  accepted  by  all  campers  that 
desired  some  physical  activity. 

All  activities  and  events  culminated  with  the  "Mystery  Ride"  to 
Look  Park  in  Florence,  Mass.  All  participants  were  treated  to  a 
complete  variety  of  events  for  the  day,  including  swimming  in  the 
full  size  pool. 

In  closing  we  would  like  to  express  our  appreciation  to  all  the 
individuals  who  helped  make  our  program  a  huge  success.  A  par- 
ticular word  of  thanks  should  be  extended  to  Mr.  John  Dyl,  Director 
of  Recreation,  and  to  the  members  of  the  Palmer  Park  Department, 
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under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Michael  Russo,  for  keeping  our  grounds 
and  equipment  in  excellent  condition. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Paul  P.  Frydryk,  Chairman 

Gerald  J.  Aliengena 

Ronald  F.  Benoit 

Lorraine  I.  Brothers 

Richard  J.  DeMaio 

James  T.  Duke 

Charles  H.  Jasak 

Walter  J.  Majka 

Edwin  J.  Rehor 

Palmer  Recreation  Committee 


REPORTOFTHE  PLANNING  BOARD 


The  Planning  Board  was  engaged  in  a  great  deal  of  activity 
during  the  year  1975.  The  Town  is  growing  as  evidenced  by  the 
number  of  permits  issued.  A  total  of  291  permits  were  issued  during 
the  1975  year.  Much  of  this  activity  centered  about  the 
Meadowbrook  Green  Condominiums  on  Mt.  Dumplin  Street  in 
Palmer.  Plans  will  be  underway  shortly  for  development  of  this 
Condominium.  The  remaining  permits  were  issued  as  follows: 


The  total  amount  collected  and  turned  over  to  the  Town  Treasurer 
was  $2,492.00. 

The  Agent  for  the  Board  made  76  field  investigations  regarding 
permits,  complaints,  and  violations. 

Students  from  the  University  of  Massachusetts  appeared  before 
the  Board  regarding  the  completion  of  the  Master  Plan  Revision 
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Building  Permits 


30 
5 

19 
36 
27 
10 
2 
8 


(renewals) 
Tool  Sheds/ Patio 
Additions/ Alterations 
Swimming  Pools 
Garage/ Carport 
Trailer  (replacement) 
Gravel  Permits 
Removal  of  topsoil 
Driveway 

Meadowbrook  Green  Condominiums 


3 

150 


which  was  begun  by  them  in  1974.  The  students  presented  their 
recommendations  for  land  use,  housing,  improvement  of  roads, 
schools,  recreation  and  conservation.  The  final  draft  of  the  Master 
Plan  was  printed  at  a  nominal  fee  and  made  available  to  interested 
parties.  The  members  of  the  Board  wish  to  extend  their  ap- 
preciation to  this  fine  group  of  students  who  completed  this  project 
and  as  a  result  offered  a  valuable  service  to  the  Town  of  Palmer. 

The  Planning  Board  held  24  meetings  during  1975.  The  Board 
meets  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Mondays  of  the  month  in  the  Meeting  Room 
of  the  Town  Administration  Building. 

As  the  Town  develops,  the  Planning  Board  takes  on  a  more  im- 
portant role  through  their  various  duties.  Without  the  fine 
cooperation  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  town  employees  and  com- 
mittees, our  duties  would  become  a  task  rather  than  a  matter  of 
pride  in  serving  our  community.  To  each  and  every  one  who 
assisted  us,  we  extend  our  gratitude. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Aylmer  C.  Giroux,  Chairman 
William  Ammann,  Vice-Chairman 
Daniel  V.  Fogarty,  Jr.,  Clerk 
Evelyn  B.  Anton 
John  Chopyk 


REPORTOFTHE  PALMER  REDEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY 

The  year,  1975,  proved  to  be  a  difficult  one  for  the  Palmer 
Redevelopment  Authority  (PRA),  with  our  problems  revolving 
around  the  review  of  the  sale  of  the  Palmer  Industrial  Park  (PIP)  to 
J.  B.  Williams  in  1974,  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce, 
Economic  Development  Administration  (EDA)  and  their  continuing 
withholding  of  the  balance  of  the  federal  grant  due  the  PRA  for 
construction  of  the  PIP  amounting  to  $508,000. 

On  May  14,  1975,  the  PRA  held  its  annual  reorganization  meeting 
with  the  following  results: 

Eugene  S.  Wright,  Chairman 
John  D.  O'Brien,  Vice  Chairman 
Mary  C.  Krawiec,  Secretary/Treasurer 
Joseph  S.  Golas,  Member 
State  Appointee,  vacant 
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The  results  of  the  reorganization  were  immediately  challenged  by 
Mr.  Golas,  resulting  in  Mr.  O'Brien  being  named  as  "Acting 
Chairman". 

The  PRA  was  awaiting  appointment  by  the  Governor  of  the  State 
Appointee.  On  July  3,  1975,  Leonard  J.  Sabourin,  27  Dublin  Street, 
Palmer,  was  appointed  to  the  five  year  term. 

During  the  course  of  1975,  the  PRA  completed  construction  of  the 
PIP  in  conjunction  with  Tibbett's  Engineering  Corp.,  New  Bedford, 
MA.  and  Suburban  Excavators,  Inc.,  Wakefield,  MA.  Following  a 
final  inspection  of  the  PIP  by  the  Construction  Management  Section 
of  EDA  and  review  of  final  drawings,  the  PRA  accepted  the  Palmer 
Industrial  Park  from  Suburban  Excavators,  Inc.  on  July  17,  1975, 
nearly  six  months  beyond  the  originally  scheduled  completion  date. 

In  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  related  to  the  PIP  and  the  lack  of 
success  in  marketing  the  park  land  for  new  industry,  the  completion 
of  the  PIP  has  resulted  in  one  significant  benefit  to  the  residents  of 
Bondsville.  That  is,  the  completion  of  nearly  $330,000  worth  of  im- 
provements to  the  Bondsville  Fire  and  Water  District  water  system, 
completed  by  the  District  and  fully  funded  by  the  Palmer 
Redevelopment  Authority.  These  improvements  included  new 
wells,  service  line  and  repair  of  the  water  tank. 

The  year  1975,  also  brought  the  loss  of  two  long  term  members  of 
the  PRA.  Mr.  Neil  M.  McDonald,  Chairman  of  the  PRA  for  three 
years  chose  not  to  run  for  re-election  in  1975;  and  Mr.  Eugene  S. 
Wright  resigned  from  the  PRA  effective  December  31,  1975,  after 
nearly  three  years  on  the  PRA.  We  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
Mr.  McDonald  and  Mr.  Wright  for  their  untiring  dedication  to  the 
success  of  the  Palmer  Industrial  Park. 

The  complex  issues,  however,  remained  over  the  PRA  concerning 
the  EDA  review  of  the  sale  of  the  PIP  to  J.  B.  Williams  and  the 
withholding  of  the  remainder  of  the  federal  grant. 

Numerous  meetings  took  place  throughout  the  year  between 
representatives  of  the  PRA,  J.  B.  Williams  and  EDA,  in  an  attempt 
to  reach  agreement  on  our  differences.  Basically,  EDA  desires  to 
require  extended  controls  on  J.  B.  Williams  concerning  the  PIP  to 
which  Mr.  Williams  feels  he  cannot  agree  to  at  this  time.  The  PRA 
and  the  Town,  having  completed  its  real  estate  transaction  with  Mr. 
Williams  must  continue  to  work  to  reconcile  these  positions,  so  that 
the  remainder  of  the  federal  grant  will  be  forwarded  to  the  PRA  by 
EDA. 
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In  August,  1975,  EDA  sent  an  EDA  investigator,  Mr.  Jack  Simp- 
son and  an  Auditor,  Mr.  Frank  Horutf  to  review  the  sale  of  the  Park. 
Mr.  Simpson  met  with  many  Town  Officials  and  individuals  in- 
volved in  the  PIP  project  from  its  earliest  days  following  the  1968 
fire.  Mr.  Horuff  conducted  the  final  audit  of  the  EDA  construction 
project  in  addition  to  other  financial  activities  of  the  PRA.  All  was 
found  to  be  in  order. 

At  this  same  time,  a  second  payment  was  due  the  PRA  from  J.  B. 
Williams  on  the  sale  of  the  Park.  Mr.  Williams  has  withheld 
payment,  and  placed  the  $100,000  payment  in  a  joint  escrow  trust 
with  J.  B.  Williams  and  PRA,  until  all  these  differences  have  been 
resolved. 

On  October  8,  1975,  representatives  of  the  PRA  and  Board  of 
Selectmen,  attended  a  meeting  in  Washington  D.C.  with  the  EDA,  at 
which  time,  EDA  outline  alternatives  to  the  PRA  to  gain  release  of 
the  remainder  of  the  federal  grant. 

Following  this  meeting,  the  PRA  and  Selectmen  met  jointly  in 
Palmer  and  each  voted  to  work  to  make  J.  B.  Williams  an  "ac- 
ceptable successor"  to  the  Palmer  Industrial  Park. 

It  is  this  goal  that  the  PRA  and  the  Board  of  Selectmen  are 
working  toward  as  we  enter  1976. 

Negotiations  have  been  underway  in  an  effort  to  satisfy  those 
federal  requirements  which  will  result  in  release  of  the  federal 
grant  funds.  All  interested  parties  look  forward  to  a  rapid  com- 
pletion of  those  negotiations  and  the  successful  marketing  of  the 
PIP  land  to  new  industry,  fulfilling  our  goal  to  create  new  jobs  in 
Palmer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
John  D.  O'Brien 
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REPORTOFTHE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Gentlemen: 

The  Conservation  Commission  herewith  submits  its  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1975. 

The  Commission  held  ten  regular  meetings  on  the  third  Monday  of 
each  month  excepting  July  and  August. 

The  Commission  held  three  hearings  under  the  Wetlands 
Protection  Act  and  after  due  consideration  issued  Orders  of  Con- 
ditions. After  the  second  of  these  hearings  we  contacted  the  Mass. 
Audubon  Society  and  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  for  their 
evaluation  of  the  property  under  consideration.  Subsequently  at  the 
urging  of  the  Commission  the  Selectmen  have  requested  the  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers  to  make  a  survey  of  all  the  rivers  in  Palmer. 

The  Commission  conferred  with  the  Selectmen  concerning  the 
buying  of  land  for  Conservation  purposes  and  also  with  the  Select- 
men and  the  Park  Dept.  concerning  the  developing  of  the  Old 
County  Road  for  recreational  purposes.  Mr.  Johnson  met  with  the 
Planning  Board  concerning  the  regulation  of  gravel  banks. 

Members  attended  two  very  profitable  State  conferences  at  Holy 
Cross  College  March  21  and  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts  Nov. 
1.  Mr.  Johnson  attended  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Hampden 
Association  of  Conservation  Commissions  and  a  special  meeting  at 
Tufts  University. 

Memberships  in  the  Hampden  Association  of  Conservation 
Commissions  and  the  Mass.  Audubon  Society  have  been  renewed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Margaret  P.  Ziegler,  Secretary 
David  E.  Johnson,  Chairman 
Jane  E.  Golas,  Vice  Chairman 
Andrew  Roman 
Richard  Stred 
William  M.  Wadas 
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REPORTOFTHE  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 
Gentlemen: 

All  inspections  ordered  by  the  Division  of  Livestock  Disease 
Control  have  been  completed  and  requirements  of  Section  19, 
Chapter  129,  of  the  General  Laws  of  Massachusetts  have  been 
complied  with,  and  reports  filed  with  the  Division  at  100  Cambridge 
Street,  Boston. 

There  were  178  visits  made  to  examine  and  quarantine  dogs 
known  to  have  bitten  persons.  None  showed  symptoms  of  rabies  and 
were  released  after  10  days. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Louis  S.  Jacek 
Inspector  of  Animals 


REPORTOF  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

The  48  apartments  in  the  Housing-for-the- Elderly  project  on 
Fletcher  Street  have  been  fully  occupied  throughout  the  year.  Seven 
apartments  have  been  vacated  during  that  time  and  promptly  filled 
from  the  waiting  list.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Palmer  Housing 
Authority  to  clean  and  redecorate  each  vacated  apartment  before 
the  entry  of  a  new  tenant,  and  this  has  been  done  without  loss  of 
rental  income. 

A  State  audit  of  the  Authority's  accounts  is  conducted  each  year, 
with  the  results  being  made  a  public  record. 

Laurel  Manor  Social  Club,  the  tenant  organization,  holds  regular 
monthly  meetings,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  summer  months, 
and  in  addition,  working  with  a  program  chairman,  has  this  year 
enjoyed  a  group  entertainment  each  month,  as  well  as  Arts  and 
Crafts  sessions  which  have  been  well  attended.  Bingo  once  a  week  is 
also  enjoyed,  as  well  as  shuffle  board  games  in  the  summer. 

The  project,  which  functions  well  with  two  part-time  employees, 
has  completed  five  years  of  operation.  The  success  of  this  project  is 
in  great  part  due  to  the  fact  that  all  five  members  of  the  Authority 
have  served  (unpaid)  continuously  for  the  past  ten  years  since  their 
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original  appointment.  The  Authority  takes  great  pride  in  this  fine 
State  project,  and  its  ability  to  bring  comfort  and  security  to  its 
elderly  tenants,  many  of  whom  are  long  time  Palmer  residents. 


Palmer  Housing  Authority 


Richard  E.  Fontaine,  Chairman 
Rev.  Guy  AA.  Judkins,  Vice  Chairman 
Aloysius  J.  Tyburski,  Treasurer 
William  J.  Lemanski,  Asst.  Treasurer 
Myrtle  F.  Davis,  State  Appointee 


REPORT  OF  THE  PALMER  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Gentlemen: 

The  Historical  Commission  is  continuing  its  research  into  the 
older  buildings  within  the  Town.  A  "Temple's  History  of  Palmer" 
plus  several  maps  and  photographs  were  purchased  during  the  year 
to  help  in  this  research. 

The  Commission  was  formed  too  late  to  save  one  of  Palmer's 
finest  "center  chimney"  colonials.  This  was  the  "Cooley  House"  on 
South  Main  Street  in  Palmer  proper.  The  citizens  of  the  Town  should 
be  aware  that  we  can  no  longer  afford  to  let  these  historical 
buildings  be  destroyed. 

The  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  has  brought  to  our 
attention  that  there  are  several  areas  in  Palmer  and  the  Villages 
which  should  be  designated  "Historical  Districts".  That  will  be  the 
aim  of  the  Commission  in  1976. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Reginald  Gale,  Chairman 
Daniel  Fogarty,  Vice  Chairman 
Marion  Lis,  Historian 
Margaret  Donovan,  Secretary 
Doris  Nahabedian,  Treasurer 
William  Wadas 
Stephen  Lebida 
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REPORT  OF  VETERANS' SERVICES  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Gentlemen: 

A  number  of  bills  were  approved  by  Congress  and  signed  into  law 
during  the  past  year  affecting  the  veterans  and  their  dependents. 
With  the  end  of  hostilities  in  Vietnam/  war  time  benefits  have  been 
terminated  as  of  May  7,  1975.  Servicemen  and  women  who  entered 
service  after  that  date  will  be  denied  Burial  allowance  and  Pension 
benefits.  Education  and  Loan  benefits  are  not  affected,  although  a 
termination  date  is  expected. 

Home  Loan  gurantees  have  been  increased  to  $17,500  and  certain 
veterans  may  be  eligible  for  loan  guarantee  restoration  if  a  previous 
loan  has  been  settled  and  no  VA  liability  remains  to  be  paid. 

Servicemen  discharged  after  August  1,  1974  are  now  eligible  for  a 
new  Veterans  Group  Life  Insurance  (VGLI)  up  to  $20,000  at  a  very 
low  cost.  A  five  year  non-renewable  term  insurance  is  available  if 
applied  for  within  120  days  of  separation  from  active  duty. 

A  Social  Security  Bonus  of  $50  was  paid  to  older  eligible  veterans 
in  June  and  this  was  followed  with  a  cost  of  living  increase  on  July  1, 
1975. 

The  VA  also  granted  an  automatic  cost  of  living  increase  for 
service  disabled  veterans  on  August  1,  1975  along  with  a  5.1%  in- 
crease in  benefits  to  military  retirees  effective  on  the  same  day. 

Congress  passed  the  bill  restoring  Veterans  Day  to  November 
11th  to  become  effective  in  1978,  however  Massachusetts  passed  a 
similar  state  law  which  became  effective  in  1975.  A  National 
Cemetery  at  the  site  of  the  former  Otis  AF  B,  near  Falmouth,  Mass., 
was  approved  and  is  expected  to  be  in  operation  in  1977. 

On  December  23,  1975  PL  94-169  was  approved  increasing  the 
income  limits  for  pensioners  by  an  additional  $300  to  offset  the  in- 
crease in  Social  Security  benefits  being  received  by  recipients  of 
pension  benefits,  some  of  whom  would  have  lost  these  benefits 
entirely,  if  such  action  was  not  taken  by  the  legislators. 

Draft  registrations  of  young  men  reaching  the  age  of  18  was 
suspended  on  March  29,  1975  for  an  indefinite  period.  Only  12  ser- 
vicemen have  reported  completing  their  service  in  the  armed  forces 
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during  the  past  year.  During  the  same  period  33  veterans  have  died. 
26  Pension  and  Compensation  claims  were  processed  through  this 
office  and  18  of  these  were  awarded  benefits  in  the  amount  of 
$17,493.  Five  of  the  claims  were  de.iied,  and  five  are  in  process  of 
adjudication. 

This  office  handled  1052  personal  contacts  and  922  telephone  calls 
relating  to  various  veterans'  matters.  Some  of  the  more  frequent 
services  requested  were  as  follows: 


1052 

Photostats 

238 

Veterans7  Aid 

127 

Letters  and  Forms 

97 

Referrals  to  others 

57 

Education 

56 

Insurance 

53 

Burial  Benefits 

34 

Draft  Registrations 

30 

Taxes  and  exemptions 

26 

Pensions  &  Compensation 

18 

Discharges  recorded 

17 

Hospital  &  Dental 

14 

Loans 

11 

Bonus  applications 

304 

Miscellaneous 

Under  provisions  of  Chapter  115  of  the  G.L.,  of  Mass.,  as  amended 
60  cases  were  granted  financial  assistance  representing  188  per- 
sons. 


FINANCIAL  REPORT 


Appropriation  for  fiscal  1975 
State  reimbursements  received 
Recoveries  from  Liens 
Refunds  of  overpayments 
Town's  share  of  total  cost 
Unexpended  balance 


$16,910.61 
3,677.50 


27,794.96 
13,395.10 


830.70 


$62,608.87 


62,608.87 


Respectfully  submitted, 


EDWARD  J.  SALAAAON 
Veterans'  Agent 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL  ON  AGING 


Having  been  established  September  30,  1974,  the  Palmer  Council 
on  Aging  could  characterize  this  past  year  as  the  year  of  infancy 
which  has  proven  to  be  the  year  of  maturity.  Several  outstanding 
steps  were  accomplished  by  the  Council  to  allow  it  to  become  an 
effective  organ  of  town  government. 

As  stated  in  the  By-Laws  which  were  accepted  at  the  meeting  of 
July  24,  1975,  the  purposes  of  the  Council  are:  "1)  to  identify  the 
total  needs  of  the  elderly  population  of  the  community;  2)  to  educate 
the  community  and  enlist  support  and  participation  of  all  citizens 
about  these  needs;  3)  to  design,  promote  or  implement  services  to 
fill  these  needs  and/or  to  coordinate  existing  services;  and  4)  to 
promote  and  support  any  other  programs  designed  to  assist 
programs  for  the  elderly  in  the  community/' 

A  questionnaire  relative  to  the  needs  of  the  senior  citizens  of 
Palmer  was  sent  to  the  1894  residents  of  Palmer  fifty-nine  years  of 
age  or  older.  548  questionnaires  were  returned,  establishing  some  of 
the  basic  needs  of  the  senior  population  of  Palmer.  These  have  been 
placed  in  a  priority  of  need  and  the  first  need  expressed  by  the 
Council  in  order  to  fulfill  some  of  these  needs  was  that  of  an  office  or 
central  location  which  would  be  accessible  to  both  Council  members 
and  the  senior  citizens  of  the  community.  Both  of  these  goals  were 
accomplished  with  the  opening  of  the  Senior  Citizen  Drop- In  Center, 
388  Main  Street,  Palmer.  Already  this  Center  has  given  the  Council 
a  "home",  as  well  as  a  center  for  many  residents  of  Palmer  to 
congregate,  recreate,  and  socialize.  Now  that  the  Center  has  been 
established,  it  is  hoped  to  provide  more  programs  and  services  for 
the  senior  citizens  of  this  community. 

As  accepted  in  the  By-Laws,  the  following  Standing  Committees 
were  established  to  assist  in  the  operation  of  the  Council:  Public 
Relations,  Residents,  Social  Welfare,  Health  and  Nutrition,  and 
Material  Needs. 

The  Public  Relations  Committee  has  attempted  to  provide  for 
communication  both  within  the  Council  and  within  the  community; 
the  Residents  Committee  has  been  successful  in  completing  an  up- 
to-date  file  of  the  residents  of  Palmer  59  years  of  age  and  older. 
Health  and  Nutrition  has  either  organized  or  supervises  programs 
of  meals  at  three  centers  now:  daily,  at  Palmer  High  School  and 
Pathfinder  Regional  Vocational-Technical  High  School;  and  once  a 
week  at  St.  Thomas  Parish  Center.  Hopefully,  a  Meals  on  Wheels 
Program  may  be  established  for  those  not  able  to  get  to  the  above 
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centers.  Healthwise,  a  flu  clinic  was  held  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
Board  of  Health  and  future  plans  of  other  clinics  are  being  made. 
The  Social  Welfare  Committee  has  been  the  impetus  for  the  Senior 
Citizen  Drop- In  Center  and  also  coordinates  recreational  and  social 
activities  for  the  senior  citizens  in  Palmer.  With  the  cooperation  of 
the  Recreation  Commission  of  Palmer,  Eager  Park  will  have 
special  facilities  for  the  senior  citizens.  The  Material  Needs  Com- 
mittee is  presently  studying  the  problem  of  transportation  for  the 
senior  citizens  within  the  town  of  Palmer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


C.  Herbert  Salter,  Chairman 
John  H.  Murray,  1st  Vice  Chairman 
Isabel  M.  Ditto,  2nd  Vice  Chairman 
Genevieve  C.  Janosz,  Secretary 
Rev.  James  E.  Diemand,  Treasurer 


Rev.  Guy  M.  Judkins 
Nathan  J.  Sheldon 
Elizabeth  S.  Kolbusz 
Rose  Tyburski 
Joseph  Malzenski 
Chester  Jackanowski 


REPORT  OF  THE  PERSONNEL  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

To  the  Citzens  of  the  Town  of  Palmer: 

The  Charter  of  the  Town  of  Palmer,  adopted  in  March  1974, 
created  a  Personnel  Advisory  Committee.  To  implement  the 
directive  of  the  Charter,  the  Selectmen  appointed  Mitchell  L. 
Dobek,  Mary  A.  Fogarty,  Richard  C.  Hebert,  Jr.,  Noe  H.  Monat,  and 
Richard  C.  Taylor,  the  original  committee  members  and  requested 
that  an  organizational  meeting  be  held  on  August  5,  1974.  At  that 
time  Richard  C.  Hebert,  Jr.  was  selected  as  Chairman,  Mitchell  L. 
Dobek  as  Co-chairman,  and  Noe  H.  Monat  as  Secretary. 

On  January  27, 1975,  Noe  H.  Monat  resigned  because  of  additional 
responsibilities  related  to  his  employment.  On  February  18,  1975, 
this  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Winston  G.  Churchill. 
Mary  A.  Fogarty  was  chosen  as  Secretary. 

The  objective  of  the  Charter,  in  this  area,  was  to  provide  a  just 
and  fair  schedule  by  which  Town  employees  would  be  paid,  instead 
of  the  irregular  method  previously  used. 

In  order  to  fulfill  this  objective,  the  Personnel  Board,  to  date,  has 
designed  a  format  for  committee  membership  descriptions  and  has 
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developed  job  descriptions  for  the  Town  Engineer,  a  Committee  to 
Investigate  Federal  Funds,  a  Police  Department  Investigative 
Officer,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Highway  Department,  the  Park 
Department  Superintendent,  Group  Leader  and  Laborer. 

After  analyzing  the  responses  submitted  by  the  clerical  em- 
ployees of  the  Town  in  their  Position  Information  Questionnaires, 
the  Personnel  Board  decided  to  prepare  a  Rating  System  for 
Salaried  Clerical  and  Supervisory  Personnel.  This  rating  system, 
having  been  completed,  a  comparable  one  for  hourly  wage  earners 
is  being  developed,  at  the  present  time. 

To  all  the  Town  Employees  who  cooperated  and  facilitated  the 
performance  of  our  tasks,  the  Board  expresses  sincere  ap- 
preciation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Richard  C.  Hebert,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Mitchell  L.  Dobek,  Vice  Chairman 
Mary  A.  Fogarty,  Secretary 
Winston  G.  Churchill 
Richard  C.  Taylor 


REPORT  OF  THE  BICENTENNIAL  COMMISSION 

The  year  1975  was  a  notable  year  for  the  history  of  Palmer.  It 
marked  the  beginning  of  Bicentennial  celebrations  on  the  local, 
state,  and  national  levels.  Palmer's  Bicentennial  events  have  been 
scheduled  throughout  the  past  year  and  1976  promises  varied  op- 
portunities to  join  in  celebration  of  our  heritage. 

Selectmen  appointed  the  Bicentennial  Commission  members  to 
plan  commemorative  programs  in  the  late  spring  of  1974.  The 
Commission  has  been  working  with  Chairman  David  C.  Bussell, 
Vice-Chairman  Doris  Nahabedian,  Treasurer  Gary  Hayes, 
Secretary  Flora  Guzik,  and  Publicity  Director  Nancy  Bauer. 
Members  of  the  committee  are  Betty  Philibotte,  Gordon  Dean,  Dan 
Fogarty,  Reginald  Gale,  Dennis  Swierad,  Gus  Theodore. 

The  Bicentennial  Commission  preluded  the  official  celebrations 
with  a  Bicentennial  Seal  Contest  in  December,  1974.  Carolynn 
Skowyra  and  Jean  Fuller  submitted  winning  entries  which  were 
incorporated  on  the  town's  commemorative  coin.  It  was  also  in  late 
1974  that  Palmer  received  its  distinction  as  a  National  Bicentennial 
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Community.  This  honor  was  based  on  an  evaluation  by  the 
American  Revolution  Bicentennial  Administration. 

Bicentennial  celebrations  began  on  March  9,  1975  when  the  St. 
Thomas  Rosary  Sodality  held  an  art  exhibit  and  silver  tea  under 
Palmer's  Bicentennial  Seal.  Local  artists  displayed  their  work  and 
the  Bicentennial  Commission  exhibited  historical  information  and  a 
gavel  fashioned  by  Dennis  Swierad  from  the  Washington  Elm. 

On  Friday,  April  18,  Miss  Palmer  of  1952,  Carol  Ricci  Lavallie, 
crowned  the  Bicentennial  queen.  Miss  Josephine  Johnson  and  her 
court  of  Miss  Joyce  Skowyra  and  Miss  Beverly  Henrich  won  the 
honors  of  the  evening.  The  contest,  sponsored  by  the  Palmer 
Grange,  was  part  of  a  weekend  of  Bicentennial  activity. 

On  that  same  weekend  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  dedicated  its 
sidewalk  sale  to  the  Bicentennial.  During  a  special  program  on 
Main  Street,  guest  speaker  Congressman  Edward  P.  Boland 
presented  a  certificate  and  flag  to  town  officials  in  honor  of 
Palmer's  designation  as  an  official  Bicentennial  community.  Two 
gavels  from  the  Washington  Elm  were  presented  to  Mr.  William 
Daly,  chairman  of  Monson's  Selectmen  and  Mr.  William  Lemanski, 
chairman  of  Palmer's  Selectmen  by  Bicentennial  Commission 
Chairman  Bussell. 

Three  sports  weekends  filled  the  May  1975  agenda.  May  4  marked 
the  25th  anniversary  of  the  Pee  Wee  League  in  Palmer.  The  league 
celebrated  with  a  parade,  ceremony,  and  exhibition  games.  Also  on 
the  Bicentennial  calendar  were  the  Special  Olympics  on  May  10  and 
a  Junior-Senior  Olympics  on  May  11.  During  the  last  week  of  May 
the  Palmer  Lion's  Club  held  their  annual  Carnival  under  the 
Bicentennial  Seal. 

Avery  special  commemorative  celebration  took  place  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  June  15.  Church  bells  rang  throughout  Palmer  in 
celebration  of  the  rededication  of  the  First  Meetinghouse  Bell. 
Members  of  the  Park  Department  removed  the  bell  from  First 
Church  of  Thomdike  where  it  was  housed  for  123  years  to  the 
Palmer  High  School  Shop  where  it  was  reconditioned.  Then  the 
Highway  department  transported  it  to  its  present  site  next  to  the 
Town  Administration  Building.  The  bell  is  set  in  granite  and  stone 
and  suspended  from  an  oak  beam.  During  the  celebration,  RAP  and 
the  Bicentennial  Commission  planted  a  Liberty  Tree  near  the 
massive  bell  in  observance  of  national  freedom.  A  special  thanks 
goes  to  Mr.  Edward  Libera  for  heading  the  entire  project. 
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On  the  Fourth  of  July,  Burleigh  Park  was  the  scene  of  a  Family 
Day  Picnic.  Family  games,  contests,  and  entertainment  by  Pzazz 
and  the  Palmer  Community  Band  made  an  enjoyable  summer  event 
for  all  who  attended. 

August  23  marked  the  200th  anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of 
the  town  of  Palmer.  On  that  weekend  Palmer  celebrated  with  a 
successful  Chicken  Barbecue  at  Pulaski  Park.  The  barbecue  was 
done  with  the  cooperation  of  St.  Stans  Club  in  Three  Rivers. 

On  September  21,  the  Palmer  Fire  Departments  of  Bondsville, 
Palmer,  and  Three  Rivers  united  for  one  of  the  Biggest  events  of 
1975,  a  Fireman's  Parade  and  Muster.  Several  fire  departments 
were  represented  and  participated  in  the  muster.  One  of  the  largest 
crowds,  Palmer  has  seen,  watched  the  activities  and  enjoyed  the 
afternoon. 

A  night  of  international  flavor  took  place  October  19.  The  Elbow 
Plantation  Society  held  a  Heritage  Night  with  an  international 
dinner  and  exhibits  featuring  specialties  of  many  different 
nationalities. 

Thanksgiving  is  always  a  special  time  for  reflection  and  gratitude 
and  this  year  churches  in  Palmer  and  AAonson  joined  together  in  a 
Bicentennial  Ecumenical  service  hosted  by  the  Second 
Congregational  Church. 

For  Christmas,  the  Bicentennial  Commission  invited  everyone  to 
come  together  for  a  Carol  Sing-Along  and  Tree  Lighting  Ceremony 
at  the  new  mini-park  of  Third  National  Bank  on  Friday,  December 
19. 

In  conclusion  the  Palmer  Bicentennial  Commission  has  been  very 
active  in  coordinating  the  above  events  and  has  had  a  very  suc- 
cessful year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Nancy  Bauer 
Publicity  Director 

David  C.  Bussell 
Chairman 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 


BOARDOF  SELECTMEN 
TOWN  OF  PALMER,  MASS. 

Gentlemen: 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  my  activities  as  Building  In- 
spector. 

Before  Section  111.43  Changes  of  Occupants— Dwelling  Units  of 
the  Mass.  Building  Code  was  repealed  in  July  75,  I  had  processed 
and  complied  with  the  requests  resulting  from  21  changes  in  oc- 
cupancy. 

I  have  reviewed  plans  and  monitored  the  construction,  for 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  building  code  for  the 
following  facilities: 

a.  20  single  Family  Dwelling  Units 

b.  1  Religious 

c.  2  Commercial 

d.  1  Industrial 

e.  1  Educational 

I  have  provided  guidance  and  monitored  the  subsequent  extensive 
renovations,  alterations  or  additions  for  the  following  type 
facilities: 

a.  6  Dwelling  Units 

b.  1  Recreational  facility 

c.  1  Commercial 

I  have  instituted  a  program  and  began  the  "Life  Safety"  in- 
spections of  the  various  public  facilities  which  previously  was  ac- 
complished by  a  representative  of  the  State  Agency.  This  respon- 
sibility has  now  been  relegated  to  the  local  building  official. 

Respectfully  submitted 

Joseph  P.  Golas  P.  E. 
Building  Inspector 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  APPEALS 


Honorable  Members 
Board  of  Selectmen 
Palmer,  Mass. 

Gentlemen: 

The  following  is  the  annual  report  of  1975  activities  of  Palmer 
Board  of  Appeals: 

At  a  meeting  held  January  22,  1975,  the  Board  accepted  the 
resignation  of  Joseph  Duda  as  a  permanent  member.  Mr.  Duda 
resigned  because  of  conflict  of  time  with  his  occupation.  Mitchell 
Dobek  was  appointed  as  a  new  permanent  member  to  replace  him. 
Mr.  Floyd  Romanik,  Jr.  was  appointed  as  an  alternate  member  to 
replace  Mr.  Dobek. 

Two  variances  were  granted  in  1975,  one  resulting  from  a  meeting 
on  July  9, 1975  and  the  other  at  a  meeting  on  November  12, 1975. 

Election  of  officers  took  place,  resulting  from  the  same  slate  of 
officers:  Stewart  I.  Swain,  Chairman;  Joseph  Marhelewicz,  Vice 
Chairman/  Robert  Graveline,  Clerk. 

A  separate  board  was  constituted,  namely  Board  of  Appeals  for 
Building  Codes  and  a  copy  of  the  building  codes  was  obtained  from 
the  town  administrators. 

The  budget  for  the  fiscal  year  (July  1,  1975-June  30,  1976)  was 
estimated  at  $450.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Stewart  I.  SwainChairman 

Joseph  Marhelewicz,  Vice  Chairman 

Robert  Graveline,  Clerk 

Gordon  Dean 

Mitchell  Dobek 

Dr.  William  Riley 

Joseph  Topor,  Jr. 

Floyd  Romanik  Jr. 
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REPORTOFTHE  PALMERGAS  INSPECTOR 

TO:  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  of  Palmer 

My  annual  report  for  1975: 

25  Residential  Installation  @  $3.00 

1  Commercial  @  $5.00 

Special  Expenses: 

Photography  $10.50 

Photographs  of  very  bad  installations 

Frank  Zabawa 
Gas  Inspector 


REPORTOF  DOG  OFFICER 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Palmer,  AAA. 

Gentlemen: 

I  herewith  submit  this  report  for  the  calendar  year  1975: 

I  have  traveled  4,578  miles  regarding  complaints  in  which  166 
dogs  were  picked  up.  A  total  of  $184.00  was  also  collected  on  release 
fees. 

There  were  1202  licenses  issued  in  which  17  were  for  kennels.  I 
also  notified  783  people  that  licenses  were  due. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frederick  J.  Guzik,  Jr. 
Dog  Officer 


83 


REPORTOFTHE  PATHF4NDER  REGIONAL 
VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL  HIGH  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 


The  Pathfinder  Regional  Vocational-Technical  High  School 
District  Committee  is  pleased  to  present  the  following  report  to  the 
citizens  of  the  four-town  district  covering  the  third  year  of  its 
operation. 

Major  changes  occurred  in  the  committee  membership  with  the 
completion  of  terms  for  Harry  Uguccioni  and  Norman  Walker  and 
the  resignation  of  Robert  Carper.  Each  of  these  gentlemen  had 
served  the  district  with  distinction  since  its  beginning.  They  were 
replaced,  respectively,  by  Michael  J.  Cavanaugh,  Russell  Dean, 
and  Henry  Trespas. 

Now  nearing  its  capacity,  the  school  enrolled  453  students  as  of 
October  1,  1975,  in  the  ten  vocational  areas  presently  offered  at 
Pathfinder. 


Program 

Grade  9 

10 

11 

12 

PG 

Agribusiness 

15 

13 

12 

8 

0 

Automotive  Mechanics 

12 

16 

18 

10 

0 

Carpentry 

12 

12 

24 

17 

1 

Clothing 

9 

17 

4 

5 

0 

Cosmetology 

0 

5 

8 

9 

5 

Culinary  Arts 

13 

12 

10 

8 

0 

Drafting 

11 

13 

9 

2 

0 

Electricity 

17 

16 

17 

13 

0 

Health 

11 

7 

7 

4 

0 

Machine  Shop 

15 

15 

15 

6 

0 

Nine  full  time  and  two  part  time  teachers  joined  the  staff  during 
the  year.  Six  of  these  persons  were  replacements;  three  were 
employed  to  implement  new  phases  of  curriculum  offerings.  In 
addition,  both  an  administrator  and  an  instructor  in  special 
education  were  added  to  the  staff,  the  latter  through  a  federal  grant 
program.  Pathfinder  now  employs  three  central  office  ad- 
ministrators, one  in  special  education,  one  in  guidance,  43  full  time 
and  2  part  time  faculty  members. 
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During  the  1974-75  school  year,  a  thorough  review  was  done  of  all 
curriculum  areas  and  course  offerings.  The  faculty  and  ad- 
ministration formulated  a  number  of  recommendations,  and  the 
school  committee  has  implemented  several  as  of  this  date.  Notable 
among  these  improvements  has  been  the  implementation  of  a 
required  reading  and  study  skills  program  in  grades  9  and  10,  ex- 
panded science  offerings  to  include  metallurgy,  a  repair  and 
renovation  program  in  carpentry,  a  resource  center  in  special 
needs,  dietary,  home  health  aide,  and  child  care  components  to  the 
health  program,  and  a  new  grading  structure  in  physical  education. 
New  courses  in  forestry,  conservation,  and  turf  management  were 
included  in  the  agribusiness  curriculum. 

Recognizing  the  need  for  updated,  quality  equipment  in  the  shop 
areas,  the  school  acquired  major  pieces  in  the  machine  shop 
through  government  surplus;  a  new  front-end  machine  in  the  auto 
shop,  industrial  sewing  machines  in  clothing,  and  a  new  tractor 
through  federal  funds  to  name  only  the  major  items.  Construction 
was  begun  on  a  new  greenhouse-headhouse  for  the  agribusiness 
program.  Four  new  vehicles  were  acquired  —  a  small  bus  through 
the  courtesy  of  Palmer  Motor  Coach,  a  sixteen  passenger  van  from 
federal  funds,  two  government  surplus  trucks,  and  two  trailers  — 
all  at  no  appreciable  expense  to  Pathfinder. 

A  continuing  service  to  the  member  towns  has  been  the  con- 
struction and  renovation  projects  completed  by  the  carpentry  and 
electrical  students.  Among  the  significant  items  have  been  the  New 
Braintree  highway  department  building,  the  extensive  renovation 
of  the  AAonson  Town  Hall,  installation  of  lighting  in  the  Junior 
Achievement  center,  press  box  at  the  Legion  Field  in  Palmer,  and 
the  construction  of  a  garage/lumber  storage  shed  on  the  Pathfinder 
grounds.  Each  of  these  projects  has  been  an  ideal  learning  ex- 
perience for  the  students  and  has  continued  to  save  taxpayers 
money  for  otherwise  expensive  work.  The  school  committee  has 
approved  the  institution  of  a  house-building  program  for  residents 
of  the  district  to  begin  in  the  fall  of  1976.  This  program  is  an  integral 
part  of  the  curriculum  in  vocational  schools  across  the  state. 

Pathfinder  students  continue  to  provide  unique  services  to  our 
senior  citizens,  patients  and  shut-ins,  and  to  civic  organizations. 
Culinary  arts  students  continue  to  excel  in  the  preparation  of  large 
banquets  as  well  as  the  weekly  "Tea  Room"  menus.  Students  in  the 
cosmetology  program  learn  through  working  with  patrons  from  the 
above  groups,  and  the  agribusiness  students  have  regularly 
provided  floral  displays  and  landscape  work  for  town  and  civic 
functions. 
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Vocational  schools  such  as  Pathfinder  have  some  rather  special 
responsibilities  in  the  area  of  programs  for  students  with  special 
needs.  The  school  committee  has  been  pleased  with  the  initiative 
which  Pathfinder  has  shown  in  assuming  a  strong  role  in  providing 
vocational  and  support  programs  for  sixteen  students  under 
Chapter  766.  A  federal  grant  of  $14,321  has  enabled  the  school  to 
provide  a  resource  room  and  special  needs  teacher  as  well  as  to 
acquire  valuable  materials  to  assist  students  with  learning 
problems. 

Recognizing  the  current  fiscal  crisis  in  public  education,  the 
school  committee  and  administration  have  sought  and  obtained 
federally  funded  programs  to  enable  services  to  expand  beyond  the 
normal  secondary  school  programs.  In  addition  to  the  special 
education  grant  noted  above,  the  school  has  obtained  funding  for  the 
senior  citizens'  lunch  program  presently  serving  between  70-110 
persons  per  day.  Through  Pathfinder's  efforts,  the  Town  of  Monson 
received  a  grant  of  $7,500  from  the  Massachusetts  Bicentennial 
Commission  to  aid  in  the  restoration  of  the  Town  Hall. 

As  of  this  date,  a  contract  has  been  signed  between  Pathfinder 
and  the  Division  of  Special  Education  to  provide  vocational 
programs  to  residents  of  Belchertown  State  School  and  Monson 
State  Hospital.  Funded  by  a  grant  of  over  $66,000,  this  program  is 
reported  to  be  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  nation. 

Negotiations  are  presently  being  concluded  for  a  CETA  Man- 
power Training  Program  in  excess  of  $100,000.  The  Committee  is 
indeed  proud  of  these  accomplishments,  but  notes  with  regret  the 
dwindling  state  support  through  grant  funds  to  regional  and  city 
vocational  schools. 

Despite  the  bleak  financial  picture  throughout  the  state,  Path- 
finder has  continued  to  provide  high  quality  instruction  with  a 
comparatively  modest  budget.  Appropriations  for  Fiscal  1975 
resulted  in  a  net  operating  budget  after  reimbursements  of 
$559,221.82,  an  increase  of  less  than  $20,000  over  the  previous  year. 
However,  due  to  recently  enacted  legislation  making  changes  in 
regional  school  aid,  Pathfinder  was  eligible  to  receive  $114,113 
directly  from  the  state,  this  sum  resulted  in  a  reapportionment  to 
the  member  towns  so  that  the  final  total  was  decreased  to 
$445,108.82.  For  the  1976-77  school  year  the  committee  has  approved 
a  net  operating  and  maintenance  budget  of  $605,410,  which  will 
undoubtedly  be  reduced  through  the  receipt  of  regional  school  aid 
again.  Expansion  of  programs  into  new  vocational  offerings  has 
been  deliberately  avoided  during  this  period,  but  the  committee 
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senses  a  real  need  for  additional  courses  and  shop  areas  in  elec- 
tronics, graphic  arts,  and  data  processing  within  the  not-too-distant 
future. 

The  highly  popular  evening  school  program  was  continued  during 
the  past  year  with  258  students  enrolled  in  the  areas  of  automotive 
mechanics,  carpentry,  creative  stitchery,  culinary  arts, 
dressmaking,  electricity,  horticulture,  machine  shop,  oil  burner 
repair,  slipcovers  and  draperies,  small  engine  repair,  technical 
business  training,  and  G.E.D.  preparation.  The  major  objective  of 
these  courses  has  been  to  enhance  the  employment  skills  of  persons 
seeking  further  training  in  a  given  field. 

Of  particular  note  during  the  present  school  year  has  been  the 
increasing  interest  on  the  part  of  the  students  in  the  business  of  the 
school  which  directly  concerns  them.  Student  representatives  have 
met  regularly  with  the  school  committee  to  discuss  items  of  mutual 
interest,  and  the  student  council  has  assumed  a  greater  degree  of 
leadership  than  ever  before.  With  this  increased  interest  has  come  a 
greater  degree  of  responsibility  for  which  Pathfinder  students  are 
widely  known. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  event  of  1975  was  Pathfinder's  first 
graduation  for  38  students.  This  ceremony  was  not  only  a  fitting  one 
for  the  first  seniors  to  go  out  from  the  school,  but  it  also  served  as  a 
symbolic  occasion  for  the  many  dedicated  citizens  who  had  worked 
for  years  to  make  Pathfinder  a  reality.  Of  these  students,  19  are 
working  full  time,  12  are  furthering  their  education,  2  have  entered 
military  service,  and  5  are  in  other  pursuits. 

During  the  year,  members  of  the  guidance  staff  visit  the  town 
high  schools  to  present  information  and  slides  of  Pathfinder.  An 
open  house  is  scheduled  for  prospective  students  to  visit  the  school, 
and  evening  open  houses  enable  parents  to  tour  the  facilities  and 
talk  with  teachers.  The  theme  presents  Pathfinder  as  a  realistic 
alternative  for  any  student  in  the  district  who  can  demonstrate  that 
he  has  the  desire  and  the  commitment  to  profit  from  this  school. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gerald  L.  Paist,  Ed.  D. 
Superintendent- Director 
Michael  J.  Cavanaugh 
Henry  R.  Trespas 
School  Committee 
Representatives 
Town  of  Palmer 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  1975-1976 


James  R.  Longtine,  Chairman 
John  J.  Dyl,  Vice  Chairman 
Robert  R.  Canterbury,  Secretary 


James  R.  Longtine 
Robert  R.  Canterbury 
John  J.  Dyl 
Robert  W.  Dranka 
Margaret  A.  Oy  Brien 


Term  expires  1976 
Term  expires  1977 
Term  expires  1977 
Term  expires  1978 
Term  expires  1978 


Regular  meetings  ot  the  School  Committee  are  held  at  7:00  p.m. 
the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

All  bills  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Superintendent  by  the  Monday 
before  the  above-mentioned  date. 

Office  Hours:  8: 00 a.m.  to  12:00  noon;  1 : 00 to  4:00  p.m. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Palmer: 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  submit  this,  my  second  annual  report  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Palmer  Public  Schools.  This  report  will  use 
the  format  introduced  last  year,  for  we  continue  to  organize  our 
efforts  at  improvement  through  focusing  upon  specific  annual 
Objectives  for  the  entire  system.  These  were  initially  developed  by 
the  Superintendent  and  then  revised  after  review  by  the  Ad- 
ministrative Council,  all  members  of  the  staff,  and  the  School 
Committee  before  final  adoption.  For  the  most  part  this  section  of 
the  annual  report  will  reflect  our  progress  to  date  in  implementing 
the  Objectives  rather  than  final  outcomes. 

Curriculum  and  Instruction 

1.  Continue  to  review  and  revise  as  needed  the  eighth  grade 
program. 

In  addition  to  a  continual  review  of  our  English  offerings  in 
the  eighth  grade  begun  last  year  with  the  purchase  of  a  new 
grammar  textbook  and  a  continued  refinement  of  the  eighth 
grade  Career  Exploration  Program,  the  science  department 
has  been  reviewing  a  program  for  average  eighth  grade 
science  students.  As  a  result,  a  recommendation  for  a  new 
text  is  now  being  considered. 

2.  Review  total  high  school  English  and  social  studies  programs, 
considering  among  other  things  results  of  the  Iowa  Tests  of 
Educational  Development  and  Standardized  Achievement  Tests. 

The  English  department  has  reviewed  standardized  test 
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results  and  now  feels  the  need  to  strengthen  the  entire 
English  program  by  revising  course  outlines  with  increased 
focus  upon  basic  reading  and  writing  skills.  Meanwhile, 
teachers  are  putting  increased  emphasis  upon  vocabulary 
development  and  the  improvement  of  writing  and  reading 
comprehension  abilities.  Social  studies  teachers  are  aware 
of  the  relative  weakness  of  map  skills,  as  reflected  in  the 
Iowa  Tests,  and  are  concentrating  on  improvement  in  this 
area. 

3.  Continue  to  review,  revise,  and  add  to  programs  as  required  to 
meet  the  career  education  needs  of  Palmer  students. 

Recognizing  that  basic  skills  are  important  to  any  upward 
mobility  on  a  career  ladder  and  recognizing  the  need  to 
improve  such  skills,  the  English  department  is  centering 
attention  particularly  upon  offerings  for  level  one  students. 
Meanwhile,  the  Career  Education  Committee,  organized  on 
a  K-12  basis  by  the  Superintendent  last  year,  has  continued 
its  work  beginning  with  a  joint  meeting  with  the  Superin- 
tendent some  weeks  ago.  Committee  members  have  not  only 
reviewed  what  is  being  done  presently  in  the  Palmer  Public 
Schools  but  have  attended  conferences  and  have  discussed 
with  knowledgeable  people  programs  in  other  schools.  A  K-12 
guide  by  grade  level  showing  what  we  are  presently  doing  in 
career  education  was  completed  by  December  8,  1975;  and  a 
similar  K-12  guide  of  what  we  should  be  doing  will  be  com- 
pleted by  the  spring  of  1976.  Our  Eighth  Grade  Career  Ex- 
ploration Program  continues  to  have  high  acceptance  on  the 
part  of  students  and  staff,  and  we  still  hope  to  have  funding 
this  year  of  the  project  developed  by  a  committee  of  high 
school  staff  and  the  Superintendent  last  year. 

4.  Continue  to  review,  revise,  and  add  to  our  Special  Education 
program  as  required  by  Chapter  766. 

As  noted  in  the  June  report  of  Objectives,  a  class  for  children 
with  severe  special  needs  was  added  toward  the  end  of  last 
year  and  is  continuing  this  year  with  two  added  tuition 
students  from  Monson.  This  cooperation  is  helpful  both  to 
Monson  and  to  the  Palmer  Public  Schools,  since  it  enables 
Monson  to  have  students  served  at  a  lower  cost  than  would 
otherwise  be  the  case  and  at  the  same  time  provides  Palmer 
with  additional  monies  to  help  support  the  class.  Staff  are 
now  considering  a  possible  recommendation  to  the 
Superintendent  for  a  second  such  class  for  older  children  if 
the  need  becomes  clear.  Monthly  meetings  of  Special  Ser- 
vices personnel  have  a  twofold  purpose:  (a)  to  develop  an 
informational  report  to  the  community,  which  is  now  in 
process,  and  (b)  to  provide  an  inservice  forum  for  staff 
concerned.  As  part  of  inservice  for  the  general  classroom 
teacher,  all  high  school  staff  participated  in  such  a  program 
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conducted  by  the  Director  of  Special  and  Compensatory 
Education  during  our  first  inservice  and  curriculum  half  day 
October  28,  1975. 

5.  Continue  to  assess  achievement  test  results  at  all  levels,  and 
suggest  revisions  in  methodology  and/or  curricula  where  needed. 

The  Superintendent,  Administrative  Council,  and  guidance 
will  continue  to  assess  achievement  test  results  this  year. 
Tests  taken  in  October  were  forwarded  for  computer 
analysis  and  returned  to  the  Palmer  Public  Schools  in  early 
December.  A  preliminary  review  has  already  identified 
strengths  and  weaknesses,  and  steps  nave  been  initiated  to 
overcome  the  latter.  In  addition  the  Administrative  Council 
and  Director  of  Guidance  Services  are  comparing  results 
using  a  different  standardized  test  on  a  pilot  basis  to 
determine  whether  to  recommend  an  updated  test  battery. 

6.  Review  with  Administrative  Council  1974-1975  staff  survey 
results  concerning  inservice  needs;  set  priorities;  and  develop 
conferences,  workshops,  etc.,  for  meeting  these  needs. 

The  Superintendent  and  Administrative  Council  have  con- 
sidered our  inservice  needs  for  1975-1976  and  have  already 
initiated  some  programs--e.g.,  providing  additional  un- 
derstanding to  high  school  staff  of  Chapter  766  dealing  with 
special  education  and  organizing  a  one-hour  presentation  for 
all  staff  concerning  first  aid  as  part  of  our  January  half-day 
inservice  program.  In  addition  the  Superintendent  has 
provided  six  inservice  programs  for  review  by  the  Ad- 
ministrative Council,  of  which  four  were  determined  to  be 
appropriate  for  use  with  teachers  during  this  school  year.  It 
is  also  contemplated  that  one  of  the  major  areas  for  a 
possible  series  of  workshops  will  deal  with  individualization 
of  instruction,  which  was  one  of  those  areas  identified  by  the 
staff  survey  last  year  as  a  high-priority  need.  Some  staff 
have  attended  such  workshops. 

7.  Continue  to  develop  and  implement  interdisciplinary  in- 
tegration and  coordination  among  various  subject  areas  at  all 
levels,  with  special  emphasis  at  the  secondary  level. 


As  noted  in  the  June  report  of  Objectives  for  1974-1975,  a  good 
deal  of  interdisciplinary  integration  and  coordination  among 
subject  areas  occur  in  art.  The  departments  of  art  and 
foreign  languages  work  together  especially  in  Spanish  and 
fine  arts.  This  year  the  English  department  plans  to  have 
their  students  develop  a  term  paper  in  their  classes  at  the 
same  time  that  instruction  in  doing  a  term  paper  is  carried 
on  in  Typewriting  I  and  Personal  Typewriting.  In  the  past 
students  have  received  credit  for  English  papers  completed 


90 


in  typing,  but  now  both  departments  will  work  together 
specifically  in  this  area. 

As  noted  in  the  Superintendent's  June  report  of  Objectives, 
social  studies  and  English  are  two  areas  in  which  more 
coordination  and  some  integration  should  be  fostered,  and 
preliminary  discussions  have  now  taken  place  between  these 
departments  to  help  us  move  in  this  direction. 

In  addition  to  the  natural  coordination  and  integration  of 
subject  areas  which  take  place  at  the  elementary  school 
level,  the  Superintendent  had  the  opportunity  in  meeting 
with  special  subject  teachers  of  art,  music,  and  physical 
education  and  principals  to  stress  our  hope  for  increased 
coordination  with  other  subject  areas  during  this  school 
year.  The  Superintendent  noted  that  the  special  subject 
teachers  must  often  take  the  initiative  in  this  area  rather 
than  waiting  for  the  regular  classroom  teacher  to  ask  for 
their  help. 

A  K-12  integration  and  coordination  thrust  is  represented  by 
the  Health  Education  Committee,  which  began  its  work  late 
last  year  and  will  continue  throughout  this  school  year. 
Representatives  have  attended  conferences  and  workshops 
and  have  visited  other  school  systems  in  order  to  improve  the 
committee's  understanding  and  knowledge  prior  to 
developing  a  full  K-12  curriculum  guide.  It  is  expected  that 
the  final  report  and  recommendations  will  be  made  by  this 
committee  in  late  June  or  early  September  of  1976. 

8.  Continue  to  develop  and  implement  ways  and  means  by  which  to 
improve  articulation  between  the  elementary  and  secondary  school 
levels-e.g.,  use  of  K-12  curriculum  committees,  periodic  meetings 
of  seventh  and  eighth  grade  staff  and  guidance,  etc. 

Articulation  continues  to  be  one  of  our  major  concerns,  so  an 
added  means  of  improving  coordination  between  the 
elementary  and  secondary  levels  was  initiated  by  the 
Superintendent  this  year  in  setting  up  bi-monthly  meetings  of 
elementary  and  secondary  staff  teaching  English,  social 
studies,  science,  and  mathematics.  The  first  such  meeting 
took  place  during  our  first  half-day  inservice  program,  at 
which  it  became  clear  that  such  meetings  certainly  met  a  felt 
need  for  all  concerned.  A  second  such  meeting  is  being 
contemplated  during  the  next  half  day  for  inservice  and 
curriculum  development  to  be  held  in  January,  1976.  As  a 
result  of  the  first  meeting  English  staff  recommended  that  a 
new  K-12  curriculum  committee  in  English  be  organized,  and 
the  Superintendent  has  done  this.  Further  exploration  in  the 
other  three  subject  areas  may  result  in  additional  com- 
mittees being  organized  in  those  areas  if  major  revisions  are 
found  necessary.  Minor  revisions  in  these  three  subject 
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areas  can  be  effectuated  through  these  meetings  and/or 
additional  meetings  called  for  this  purpose. 


We  will,  of  course,  continue  our  improvement  of  articulation 
through  other  curriculum  committees,  our  Administrative 
Council  meetings,  and  through  the  guidance  sessions  with 
parents  and  seventh  grade  students  prior  to  their  entrance  to 
eighth  grade. 

9.  Consider  and  review  ways  to  enhance  our  holding  power,  in- 
cluding the  possibility  of  alternative  learning  programs. 

The  high  school  principal  reports  that  two  different  types  of 
alternative  learning  programs  were  discussed  at  the 
November  high  school  faculty  meeting.  One  of  these  dealt 
with  the  Springfield  Technical  Community  College's  ac- 
celerated program  for  high  school  students  and  the  other 
with  the  alternative  learning  program  as  presented  by  Mr. 
Ralph  Gilmore  of  RAP,  Inc.  Administration  and  staff  will 
continue  to  review  other  possibilities  during  the  year.  Such 
programs  may  constitute  a  part  of  our  overall  goal  to  im- 
prove our  holding  power  of  students  through  grade  12. 

Supervision 

1.  Continue  to  review  and  revise  supervisory  program  and 
procedures  for  teachers,  with  emphasis  on  evaluation  procedures. 

As  noted  in  the  June  report  of  Objectives,  the  Supervisory 
Program  and  Procedures  Committee  is  continuing  its  work 
this  year  with  emphasis  on  the  evaluation  aspect.  Three 
meetings  have  been  held  to  date  with  the  Superintendent 
attending  the  first  one  to  answer  questions  and  provide  some 
help  in  cooperatively  developing  final  guidelines  for  the 
committee's  operation.  It  is  expected  that  a  final  report  and 
recommendations  for  evaluation  procedures  and  forms  will 
be  ready  by  May  1,  1976. 

2.  Review  and  revise  as  needed  evaluation  procedures  and  forms 
for  administrators. 

A  committee  of  administrators  has  reviewed  the  evaluation 
procedures  and  forms  for  administrators  and  will  be  meeting 
during  the  Christmas  vacation  to  hammer  out  suggested 
revisions  to  be  discussed  with  the  Superintendent.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  any  final  revision  will  be  completed  prior  to  April 
1,  1976. 

Administration 

1.   Continue  to  review  director  of  services  and  department 
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chairman  functions  and  responsibilities,  and  determine  whether 
overall  effectiveness  will  be  better  served  by  attempting  to  modify 
and/or  strengthen  this  type  of  organization/  or  by  pursuing  a  dif- 
ferent allocation  of  staff  resources. 

The  Superintendent,  high  school  administrators/  and 
department  chairmen  have  had  two  meetings  to  date  to 
review  department  chairman  functions  and  responsibilities 
and  to  discuss  what  suggestions  the  chairmen  may  have 
relative  to  this  Objective.  At  this  point  the  chairmen  have 
been  asked  to  submit  written  suggestions  concerning  this 
Objective  for  review  by  the  Superintendent  prior  to  ad- 
ditional meetings.  It  is  contemplated  that  alternate  staffing 
patterns  will  be  discussed  in  such  future  meetings. 

2.  Update  and  review  with  administration  and  School  Committee 
our  enrollment  projections  for  the  next  ten  years,  assessing  space 
needs  accordingly. 

Our  new  ten-year  enrollment  projections  have  now  been 
completed.  This  update  still  shows  the  same  trend  as  last 
year's,  reflecting  an  overall  enrollment  decline  from  1975- 
1985 of  approximately  25  per  cent.  Once  again  it  is  important 
to  note  that  several  assumptions  developed  last  year  are 
made  for  these  projections.  The  June  report  of  Objectives  for 
1974-1975  considers  space  needs  in  some  detail,  and  we  find 
no  basis  for  a  change  at  this  time.  However,  the  Ad- 
ministrative Council  will  now  review  these  updated 
enrollments  in  detail  and  continue  to  assess  space  and  staff 
needs  accordingly.  It  is  important  to  note  that  many 
demographers  predict  increased  enrollments  beginning  in 
the  early  or  middle  1980's. 

3.  Review  and  plan  the  implementation  of  the  reorganization  as 
recommended  in  the  progress  report  of  Objectives  for  1974-1975- 
i.e.,  K-5,  6-8,  9-12. 

In  the  June  report  of  Objectives  for  1974-1975  the  Ad- 
ministrative Council  concluded  that  the  school  organization 
which  would  best  serve  our  students,  considering  both  their 
growth  characteristics  and  educational  needs,  would  be  K-5, 
6-8,  and  9-12.  The  Administrative  Council  is  considering  this 
year  what  possible  implementation,  if  any,  can  be  recom- 
mended in  moving  toward  such  an  organizational  change.  At 
this  time  it  is  definitely  not  contemplated  that  the  eighth 
grades  would  be  dispersed  among  all  our  elementary 
schools,  since  this  would  not  provide  the  pattern  which  we 
feel  is  most  suitable.  It  may  very  well  be  that  im- 
plementation recommendations  will  call  for  phases  over  a 
period  of  years  rather  than  any  immediate  one-time  shift, 
but  further  study  must  be  made  before  any  final  conclusion 
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can  be  reached. 

4.  Continue  to  review  with  administration  and  School  Committee 
ways  and  means  by  which  to  obtain  the  most  return  tor  each  ot  our 
educational  dollars. 

In  addition  to  a  constant  review  ot  our  expenditures  by  the 
Superintendent  and  other  administrators/  the  initiation  of 
central  purchasing  and  a  strict  accounting  of  vandalism 
costs,  the  Superintendent  has  taken  two  other  actions  this 
fall.  He  had  a  light  meter  test  survey  made  of  all  spaces  in  all 
buildings  on  both  sunny  and  gloomy  days  so  as  to  determine 
to  what  extent  we  may  conserve  on  lights  without  adversely 
affecting  health  or  study  needs  of  students.  He  has  also  asked 
administrators  and  the  Director  of  Maintenance  and 
Operations  to  review  ways  in  which  we  can  save  on  fuel 
through  such  means  as  new  caulking  of  doors  and  windows 
where  required,  changing  large  windows  to  reduce  amount 
of  glass,  renovating  our  heating  system,  etc.  The  Superin- 
tendent expects  to  make  some  recommendations  to  the 
School  Committee  relative  to  fuel  conservation  as  soon  as 
this  survey  is  completed.  Meanwhile,  he  has  sent  a 
memorandum  to  all  staff  asking  them  to  review  the  results  of 
the  light  meter  tests  for  their  particular  areas  and  to  insure 
that  no  excess  lighting  is  utilized.  In  so  doing,  he  provided 
guidelines  as  to  the  minimum  number  of  foot  candles 
required  in  various  areas  and  asked  everyone  to  try  to 
maintain  heat  as  close  to  68  degrees  as  possible-a  difficult 
assignment,  since  all  of  our  buildings  are  old  and  generally 
heat-zoned. 

This  year  a  new  sub-committee  of  the  Palmer  School 
Committee  is  working  with  student,  staff,  and  ad- 
ministrative representatives  at  the  high  school  to  seek  ways 
and  means  by  which  to  improve  the  overall  attitudes  of  our 
student  population  and  in  so  doing  to  reduce  vandalism, 
improve  school  spirit,  and  perhaps  effect  better  school- 
community  relations. 

5.  Review  promotion  policies  from  one  grade  to  another. 

The  Administrative  Council,  guidance  personnel,  and  the 
Superintendent  will  be  reviewing  our  present  guidelines  for 
promotion  from  grade  to  grade  in  the  spring  of  1976. 
Necessary  changes,  if  any,  may  be  initiated  in  time  to  be 
utilized  in  the  promotion  of  students  in  June,  1976. 

Community-School  Relations 

1.  Review  ways  to  improve  community-school  relations, 
especially  relative  to  improving  the  flow  of  information  concerning 
programs  and  activities  of  the  schools. 
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In  addition  to  our  normal  press  releases  of  information  concerning 
programs  and  activities  in  the  schools,  we  have  recently  capitalized 
upon  Veterans'  Day  and  American  Education  Week  to  inform  the 
community  of  a  variety  of  activities  celebrating  these  two  events. 
All  levels  of  the  school  system  were  involved  in  celebrating 
Veterans'  Day  through  a  variety  of  activities  in  which  all  students 
participated.  During  American  Education  Week  we  held  Open 
House  in  all  schools,  including  a  Back-to-School  Night  at  the  high 
school,  which  resulted  in  an  excellent  attendance  by  parents  and 
other  members  of  the  community.  The  total  number  reported  for  all 
schools  was  2,350.  In  addition,  both  in-school  exhibits  and  exhibits 
placed  throughout  the  community  highlighted  some  of  the  Palmer 
Public  Schools  programs.  At  the  Superintendent's  suggestion, 
photographs  were  taken  of  these  outside  exhibits  and  were  made 
part  of  an  article  in  our  newspaper,  School  Times. 

As  noted  for  Objective  No.  4  under  Administration,  one  of  the 
purposes  of  the  committee  working  to  improve  overall  student 
attitude  is  to  eventually  improve  school-community  relations.  In 
furthering  this  goal,  it  is  contemplated  that  parents  may  eventually 
be  involved  in  working  with  the  committee. 

ADDITIONAL  HIGHLIGHTS 
Palmer  High  School 

The  New  England  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools 
Commission  on  Public  Schools  accepted  the  Special  Progress 
Report  of  Palmer  High  School  at  its  fall  meeting,  and  voted  to  ex- 
tend Palmer  High  School's  membership  and  accreditation  in  the 
association  for  four  years  through  1979. 

It  is  important  to  note  that,  since  the  Palmer  High  School  three- 
day  evaluation  by  a  visiting  committee  in  1969,  many  of  the  186 
recommendations  suggested  have  been  implemented.  For  the  most 
part  only  those  recommendations  that  would  have  required  ex- 
pansion of  existing  facilities  have  not  been  completed,  primarily  as 
a  result  of  severe  budget  restrictions  during  the  past  few  years. 

Palmer  High  School  was  admitted  as  the  newest  member  of  the 
Inter-County  League  for  football  November  12,  1975.  As  a  result, 
beginning  in  1976,  Palmer  High  School  will  compete  in  a  football 
league  with  Frontier  Regional,  Ralph  C.  AAahar  Regional,  Mohawk 
Trail  Regional,  Pioneer  Regional,  Turners  Falls,  and  Ware. 

Two  new  courses  were  added  to  the  Palmer  High  School  Program 
of  Studies  for  this  school  year. 

1.    Introduction  to  Computer  Programming 

The  course  content  of  this  computer  programming  course  includes 
operation  of  the  high  school's  Digital  PDP-8  computer;  flow 
charting;  programming  logic;  Basic  and  Fortran  languages;  and 
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the  writing,  running,  and  de-bugging  of  elementary  programs. 
Program  topics  deal  with  mathematical  as  well  as  non- 
mathematical  applications. 

2.    Folk  Guitar  Class  I  and  Class  II 

The  Folk  Guitar  classes  are  designed  for  the  beginner  guitar  player 
and  the  player  with  a  medium  or  above  proficiency.  In  addition  to 
learning  the  fundamentals  of  music  reading  and  theory.  Folk  Guitar 
Class  I  students  learn  to  play  chords  and  accompaniment  on  the 
guitar.  Folk  Guitar  Class  II  students  learn  advanced  chords,  more 
varied  accompanying  techniques,  and  theory. 

During  the  fall  of  1975,  the  in-school  suspension  program 
described  in  the  previous  town  reort  was  continued.  It  can  safely  be 
stated  that  the  program  has  served  as  a  deterrent  to  multiple 
suspensions,  and  the  evidence  of  a  year's  experience  would  indicate 
that  there  has  been  a  decline  in  the  number  of  suspensions  received 
by  Palmer  High  School  students. 

Elementary  Schools 

After  more  than  a  year's  study  by  a  committee  of  teachers  and 
administrators,  a  new  mathematics  series  by  the  Holt  Rinehart  and 
Winston  Company  was  accepted  by  the  Superintendent  and  ap- 
proved by  the  School  Committee  for  grades  1-4  during  1975-76.  This 
program  will  be  implemented  in  grades  5, 6,  and  7  next  fall. 

An  addendum  to  the  current  elementary  school  report  card  was 
introduced  on  a  trial  basis  this  year.  This  addendum  expands  the 
grading  system  being  utilized  by  the  special  subject  teachers  in  the 
areas  of  art,  music,  and  physical  education. 

A  new  Resource  Center  was  constructed  in  the  hallway  of  the 
Park  Street  Elementary  School  this  past  summer.  The  work  was 
completed  by  the  school  system's  maintenance  supervisor  and  a 
carpenter  employed  by  the  Town  under  the  C.  E.T.A.  program,  thus 
enabling  us  to  save  a  substantial  cost.  Built  in  the  shape  and  style  of 
a  New  England  home,  this  Resource  Center  is  utilized  to  provide 
tutorial  services  for  youngsters  with  special  needs. 

*  *  *  * 

Although  the  foregoing  is  but  a  summary  of  actions  taken  and 
activities  pursued,  it  should  be  evident  that  the  Palmer  Public 
Schools  are  focusing  upon  and  moving  purposefully  toward  goals 
which  should  result  in  improvement-something  which  all  in- 
stitutions must  do  if  they  are  to  continue  to  thrive  and  even  survive. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

William  J.  Nelligan,  Ed.  D. 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 
Gentlemen: 

I  herewith  submit  the  Financial  Report  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1975  and  a  Statement  of  Ap- 
propriations, Expenditures  and  Estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1976. 

Chapter  41,  Section  60  of  the  General  Laws  states  that  the  Town 
Accountant  shall  immediately  upon  the  close  of  each  calendar  year 
compile  statements  in  tabulated  form  showing  the  amounts  ap- 
propriated and  the  amounts  expended  from  each  appropriation 
during  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  the  amounts  appropriated  for  the 
current  fiscal  year  and  the  amounts  expended  from  such  ap- 
propriations during  the  first  six  months  of  such  year  and  the 
amounts  estimated  to  be  expended  from  such  appropriations  during 
the  second  six  months  of  such  year,  and  the  estimates  for  the  next 
ensuing  fiscal  year,  and  shall  forthwith  furnish  a  copy  thereof  to  the 
Selectmen,  or  to  such  a  committee  as  the  town  may  appoint  to 
consider  and  report  on  proposed  appropriations. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  reports  submitted: 

Balance  Sheet,  June  30,  1975 
Statement  of  Cash  Receipts,  Fiscal  Year  1975 
Statement  of  Cash  Disbursements,  Fiscal  Year  1975 
Statement  of  Appropriations,  Expenditures 

and  Balances,  Fiscal  Year  Ending  June  30,  1975 
Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures, 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Funds, 

Fiscal  Year  1975 
Statement  of  Bonded  Indebtedness,  Fiscal  Year  1975 
Reserve  Account  Transfers,  Fiscal  Year  1975 
Statement  of  Appropriations,  Expenditures  and 

Estimates,  Fiscal  Year  Ending  June  30,  1976 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Stanley  J.  Bigda 
Town  Accountant 
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STATEMENTOF  CASH  RECEIPTS 


FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1975 

TAXES  —  LOCAL: 

Current  Year's  Levy: 

Real  Estate  $2,375,538.25 

Personal  718,241.78  $3,093,780.03 

Prior  Year's  Levy: 

Real  Estate  722,053.27 

Personal  4,046.38 

Tax  Title  Redemption  14,385.46  740,485.11 


Other  Local  Taxes: 

501,493.58 
1,022.10 
1,150.00 

5,600.00  509,265.68 


Motor  Vehicle  Excise 
Farm  Animal  Excise 
Trailer  Coach  Fees  —  1974 
Trailer  Coach  Fees  —  1975  (6 mo.) 


Total  Taxes  —  Local 

STATE  SHARED  TAXES: 

Education  Basis: 

School  Aid  —  Chapter  70 
Special  Education  —  Chap.  766 — 
Acts  of  1972 
Local  Aid  —  Lottery  Distribution 

Loss  of  Taxes: 
State  Properties 


LICENSES: 

From  State: 

Peddlar's  Licenses 

From  Town: 

Alcoholic  Beverages 
Licenses  issued  by  Selectmen 
Licenses  issued  by  Board  of  Health 


623,037.54 

32,991.00 
98,812.49 


6,192.73 


17.00 


S  4,343,530.82 


761,033.76 


10,104.00 
2,985.50 
914.50 


Total  Licenses 
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14,021.00 


PERMITS 


2,103.00 


FINES  — COURT 

GRANTS: 
Federal : 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  — 

PL  92-512 
School  Aid  —  PL89-10  — Title  I 
Reimbursement  —  Urban  Renewal 

Chapter  121 

State: 

School  Building  Assistance 
Bureau  of  Library  Extension 
Highway  Fund 
State  Aid  to  Highways  — 
Chapter  825-1974  — Section  I 
County: 
Dog  Fund 

Total  Grants 

FEES  FOR  CURRENT  SERVICES: 

General  Government: 

Planning  Board 
Board  of  Appeals 

Public  Safety: 

Wire  Inspection 
Gas  Installation  Inspection 
Police  Dept.  —  Accident  Reports 
Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures 
Conservation  Commission 
Dog  Release  Fees 

Highways: 

Highway  Dept.  —  Sewer  Connections 
Total  Fees  for  Current  Services 

REIMBURSEMENT  FOR  CURRENT  EXPEN 

Highways  —  Chap.  90  Maint. 
State 
County 

Highways  —  Chap.  90  Constr. 
County 


942.96 


158,000.00 
33,615.00 

170,235.10  361,850.10 


16,734.00 
4,380.00 
99,857.37 

45,319.00  166,290.37 
3,262.15 

531,402.62 


2,892.00 
70.00 


407.00 

80.00 
626.00 
772.10 

75.00 

75P°  ■  2,035.10 


2,700.00 

7,697.10 

ES: 


11,791.00 

4,996.68  16,787.68 


8,793.73 
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Highways  —  D.P.W.  Reimb.  —  Traffic 
;  Control  Devices 

Public  Assistance: 

State: 

Veteran's  Services 

Schools: 

Vocational  Education  & 

Transportation  of  Pupils 
Vocational  Education 
Transportation 
Special  Educ  — Ch.  69,71 
Regional  School  Aid  —  Ch.  71  — 

Pathfinder 

Total  Reimbursement  for  Current  Expenses 

ITEREST  INCOME: 

On  Certificates  of  Deposit 
On  Taxes 
On  Savings 

On  Conservation  Trust  Fund 
Total  Interest  Income 

RUST  FUND  INCOME: 

Merrick  Fund 
Thompson  Fund 
Fuller  Fund  —  Schools 
Fuller  Fund  —  Parks 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care 

Total  Trust  Fund  Income 

GENCY :  Dog  Licenses  for  County 

RUST: 

Payroll  Deductions: 

Federal 
State 

Retirement 

Blue  Cross  —  Blue  Shield 
Life  Insurance  Premiums 


School  Athletic  Program 
School  Lunch  Program 


23,783.00 


10,758.32 


1,200.00 
23,634.00 
150,117.31 
48,374.00 

49,502.14  272,827.45 

332,950.18 


43,646.81 
15,724.30 
12,389.08 
1,211.89 

72,972.08 


45.24 
50.96 
53.56 
107.16 
5,392.98 

5,649.90 
3,249.66 


353,140.45 
105,735.62 

33,256.76 

69,689.20 
4,969.60  566,791.63 


5,355.31 
188,776.60 
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Cemetery  Fund  Income 


9,765.00 


Total  Trust 

MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS: 

RENTALS: 

Town  Building  &  Properties 
Memorial  Hall 

Schools  —  Auditorium  &  Cafeteria 
Total  Rentals 
INVESTMENTS: 

Certificates  of  Deposit 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

Refund  —  School  Department 
Damage  Claims  Recoveries 
Proceeds  — Sale  of  Industrial  Park 
Workmen's  Comp.  —  Experience  Discount 
Dividend  Checks 

Reimbursement  —  Computer  Tax  Bills 
Pioneer  Valley  Cablevision  License  Fees 
Reimbursement  —  Downtown  Renewal  Project 
Police  — Off  Duty  Work  Detail 
All  Others  —  Estimated  Receipts 

Total  Miscellaneous 

REFUNDS: 

Credited  to  Appropriations 
Credited  to  Estimated  Receipts 

Total  Refunds 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS: 

Add  Cash  Balance,  July  1, 1974 


770,688.54 
375,000.00 


4,900.00 
180.50 
53.00 


114.27 
1,802.90 
202,068.31 
2,588.00 
1,976.00 

400.00 
1,246.00 
2,774.78 
4,162.00 

405.13 


22,583.62 
12,297.56 


5,133.50 


5,702,068.31 


217,537.39 


34,881.18 
13,180,862.00 
780,167.12 


Less  Cash  Disbursements 
Cash  Balance,  June  30,  1975 


13,961,029.12 
13,404,814.99 
556,214.13 
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STATEMENTOF  CASH  DISBURSEMENTS 


Fiscal  Year  ending  June  30, 1975 
GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

SELECTMEN: 

Board  Salaries  4,386.00 

Secretary's  Salary  2,500.00 

Office  Expense  &  Suppl ies  4,421 .68 
Telephone  971.37 

Travel  &  Conferences  1,195.95 
Town  Meeting  Expenses  213.87 
Warrant  Expenses  798.00 

Office  Equipment  1,645.00 


SELECTMEN'S  CONTINGENT  ACCOUNT: 

House  Numbering  150.00 

Miscellaneous  Expense  69.15 

Real  Estate  Tax— Water  St.  Land  292.50 


TOWN  ACCOUNTANT: 

Salary  11,500.00 

Clerical  4,844.54 

Travel  &  Conferences  355.88 

Office  Expense  &  Supplies  102.8.7 


TOWN  TREASURER: 

Salary  11,500.00 

Clerical  6,260.00 

Telephone  294.88 

Office  Expense  &  Supplies  1,802.75 

Rental— Postage  Meter  120.00 

Maintenance  of  Office  Equipment  72.80 

Bond  Certification  &  1,051.00 

Registration  Fees  514.28 

Travel  917.41 

Data  Processing  Service   > 

|tAX  COLLECTOR: 

Salary  7,900.00 

Clerical  6,255.60 

!    Office  Expense  &  Supplies  4,022.18 

Telephone  303.35 

Surety  Bond  363.00 

Travel,  Dues,  Misc.  508.40 

Printing  Tax  Bills  692.50 

Tax  Title  Expense  95.82 
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TOWN  CLERK: 


Salary 

Clerical 

Telephone 

Office  Expense  &  Supplies 


3,582.78 
5,238.03 
257.31 
801.67 


9,879.79 


ELECTION  &  REGISTRATION 

Registrar's  Salaries 
Election  Officers 
Ballots 

Tally  Sheets/Voting  Lists 
Registration  8.  Listing 
Street  Lists 

Misc.  Election  Expenses 
Office  Expense  8.  Supplies 

ASSESSORS: 


1,600.00 
3,749.01 

320.00 

207.00 
1,439.80 

624.00 
98.92 

336.59 


8,375.32 


Board  Salaries 
Clerical 
Telephone 
Photostats 

Office  Expense  8c  Supplies 
Travel 

Assessor's  Engineering 
Mass.  Elec.  Co.  &  N.E.  Tel. 
Revaluation 

Computer  Conversion  Cost 


Co. 


4,798.56 
7,694.24 
481.44 
359.25 
1,883.37 
655.58 
900.00 

1,500.00 
5,040.00 


23,312.44 


Article  4— STM  1—28— 74— Legal  Expenses- 
Board  of  Assessors  vs.  Santucci  et  al 


900.00 


Article  3— STM— 5— 13— 74— 
Revaluation — Personal  8.  Real  Estate 


34,780.30 


LAW  AND  CLAIMS: 


Salary  of  Town  Counsel 
Town  Counsel  Office  Expense 
Special  Legal  Services 
Claims  8=  Expenses 
Expense — Santucci  Case 

LICENSE  COMMISSION  EXPENSES 


3,850.00 
792.06 
430.80 
2,332.12 
1,571.53 


8,976.51 


324.45 


MEMORIAL  HALL 


Custodian's  Salary 
Electricity  8.  Water 
Building  Repairs 
General  Supplies 


1,349.71 
302.31 
727.80 
244.68 


2,624.50 
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■ALAAER  TOWN  BUILDING: 


Custodian's  Salary 

Care  of  Grounds — Labor 

Lights/Heat/Power 

General  Bldg.  Supplies/Expenses 

Misc.  Repairs 

OWN  ENGINEER  SALARY  &  EXPENSES 

:l NANCE  COMMITTEE: 

Salary  of  Secretary 
Office  Expense  &  Supplies 

>LANNING  BOARD: 

Salary  of  Secretary 
Office  Expense  &  Supplies 
Telephone 

Expense — Master  Plan  Revision 


3,106.48 
600.00 
7,413.94 
1,150.56 
302.77 


364.00 
65.00 


600.00 
785.93 
259.04 
392.80 


JOARDOF  APPEALS  EXPENSES 
'ERSONNEL  BOARD  EXPENSES 
OUNCILON  AGING  EXPENSES 
rOWN  MODERATOR 

3ALMER  INDUSTRIAL  PARK  URBAN  RENEWAL 
rOTAL  FOR  GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 
POLICE: 


12,573.75 
5,355.10 

429.00 


2,037.77 
32.65 
65.91 
469.93 
100.00 
375,000.00 
561,358.20 


Salary  of  Chief 

16,407.00 

Patrolmen 

180,753.79 

Clerical 

20,199.56 

Matron  &  Other  Services 

150.00 

School  Crossing  Guards 

13,022.50 

Court  Prosecutor 

3,300.00 

Clothing  &  Equipment  for  Men 

2,600.24 

Gas  and  Oil 

8,682.92 

Radio  Repairs 

465.43 

Maintenance  of  Cruisers 

4,713.99 

Electricity 

140.60 

Telephone 

1,296.14 

Office  Expense  &  Supplies 

1,621.66 

Lock-up  Expense  (meals,  etc.) 

41.65 

Medical  Expense 

207.51 

Officer's  Ammunition 

130.00 
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Dues,  Misc. 

Officer's  Training  School 
Article  6— 1974—  Police  Cruisers 
Auxiliary  Police  Expenses: 

Gas 

Repairs 
Supplies 
Insurance 
Tires 

CIVIL  DEFENSE: 

Director's  Salary 
Expenses 

FOREST  WARDEN: 

Forest  Warden's  Salary 

Telephone 

Fires 

Gas  and  Oil 
Supplies  &  Repairs 
OUT-OF-DISTRICT  FIRES 

TREE  DEPARTMENT: 

Labor 
Trucking 
Equipment  Hire 
Supplies  &  Repairs 
Trees  for  Planting 

BRUSH  &  WEED  CONTROL: 


335.85 
179.97 


759.52 
455.77 
361.61 
190.86 
186.60 


364.00 
33.45 


1,810.33 
96.00 
290.00 
112.24 
923.83 

1,512.50 


1,311.20 
1,080.00 
360.00 
394.21 
893.50 


254,248.81 
8,240.32 


1,954.36 


397.45 


4,744.90 


4,038.91 


Labor 
Trucking 

Supplies  &  Repairs 
Chain  Saw 

DUTCH  ELM  DISEASE: 

Labor 
Trucking 

Tree  &  Stump  Removal 
Supplies  8c  Repairs 
Equipment  Hire 


2,466.90 
2,028.00 

290.79 
259.95 


2,011.20 
1,680.00 
500.00 
195.41 
820.00 


5,045.64 


5,206.61 


INSECT  PEST  CONTROL: 


Labor 
Trucking 


no 


1,560.80 
1,272.00 


Supplies  &  Repairs 
Insecticides 


168.02 
147.88 


3,148.70 


iiEALER: 


Salary 

Telephone 

Travel 

Office  Expense  8.  Supplies 


1,200.00 
77.55 
474.65 

106.00  1,858.20 


)OG  OFFICER: 


Salary  1,000.00 

Boarding  of  Dogs  1,638.00 

Destroying  of  Dogs  51 1 .00 

Telephone  88.00 

Electricity  21.48 

Travel  243.20 

Misc.  Supplies  328.71  3,830.39 


JAS  INSPECTOR  500.00 

'OWN  FIRE  ENGINEERS  75.00 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION  EXPENSES  181.28 

VIRE  INSPECTOR— SALARY  &  EXPENSES  500.00 

ilSTORICAL  COMMISSION  38.52 

WILDING  INSPECTOR— SALARY  750.00 

OTAL  FOR  PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  8*  PROPERTY  294,759.09 


HEALTH  AND  SAN  I  TAT  I  ON 


1EALTH,  BOARD  OF: 


Board  Salaries 

1,821.04 

Agent 

440.96 

Office  Expense  8.  Supplies 

532.77 

Travel 

950.15 

Palmer  Visiting  Nurse  Assn'n. 

10,000.00 

P.H.  &  T.B.  Follow-up  Visits- 

Palmer  Visiting  Nurse 

120.00 

Telephone 

108.75 

Clinics 

1,210.00 

Plumbing  Inspector — 

Salary  &  Expenses 

700.00 

Vermin  Control — 

Salary 

300.00 

Expenses 

50.00 

Rat  Bait 

327.28 

Milk  Inspection- 

Salary  &  Expenses 

270.00 

Parochial  School  Doctor 

200.00 

Animal  Inspector 

750.00 
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Clerical 


TOWN  DUMP: 

Caretaker's  Labor 
Equipment  Operator 
Equipment  Hire 
Repairs  to  Equipment 
Lights/Heat/Power 
Fill 

Engineering  Costs 
Miscellaneous 

1974— Art.  4— STM  9—30—74— 
Sanitary  Landfill  Engineering  Costs 
1974— Art.  20— ATM  3 — 11 — 74 — 
Engineering  Costs — Sanitary  Landfill 

1972— Art.  5— STM  12 — 18 — 72 — 
Purchase  of  Land — Sanitary  Landfill 

GARBAGE  COLLECTION 

WING  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL 

1974— Art.  16— RAP,  Inc. 

1974— Art.  18— AMBULANCE 
SERVICE  SUBSIDY 

SEWER  TRUNKMAIN  CLEANING: 

Equipment  Hire 
Materials/Supplies 

GENERAL  SEWER  MAINTENANCE: 

Sewer  Line  Rights 
Equipment  Hire 
Equipment/Supplies 
Pipe  &  Fittings 
Cleaning  Catch  Basins 

Art.  21— 1974— Engineering  Services— 
Wastewater  Treatment  Program 

Art.  48— 1973— Main  St.— C 
Material  &  Supplies 

TOTAL  FOR  HEALTH  AND  SAN ITATION 

HIGHWAYS 

HIGHWAY  SALARIES 
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GENERAL  HIGHWAY  MAINTENANCE: 

Gas/Oil/Fuel 

Telephone 

Lights/Heat/Power 

Equipment  Hire 

Office  Expense  &  Supplies 

Supplies/Equipment/Repairs 

Painting  Crosswalks/ 

Parking  Lines 
Painting — Center  Line  Road 
Diesel  Fuel  Tax 


9,529.95 
459.83 
1,401/86 
63.75 
1,038.80 
23,754.70 

327.68 
997.92 
402.38 


37,976.87 


STREETS  AND  SIGNS: 
Pipe 

Materials/Supplies 
Signs 

Repairs  to  Traffic  Lights 
Electricity 


547.56 
84.43 
906.26 
468.65 

2,264.91  4,298.81 


Art.  19— ATM— FY76— Engineering 
Survey— Federal  Highway  Safety  Act 

Bridge  Maintenance 


2,851.18 
2,778.83 


1973— Art.  31— Flynt  St.— A: 
Material  and  Supplies 


17,795.40 


1973— Art.  35— Mason  St.— A 
Material  and  Supplies 


869.53 


1973— Art.  40— North  St.— C 
Material  and  Supplies 


11,602.14 


1974— Art.  26— Rathbone  St.— A 
Material  and  Supplies 


8,977.26 


1974— Art.  3— Nipmuck  St.— A 
Material  and  Supplies 


9,990.98 


1974— Art.  34— Calkins  St.— A 
Material  and  Supplies 


483.10 


1973— Art.  43— B— Conant  St.— A 
Material  and  Supplies 


240.00 


1973— Art.  43— C— Thorndike  St.— A 
Material  and  Supplies 

TOTAL  FOR  HIGHWAYS 


329.12 
212,015.61 
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SIDEWALKS  AND  CURBS 


GENERAL  MAINTENANCE: 
Supplies  and  Repairs 


4,999.18 


SURFACE  TREATMENT  OF  STREETS  WITH 
BITUMINOUS  MATERIALS: 


Gravel 

Liquid  Bituminous  Material 
Concrete  Bituminous  Material 
Miscellaneous 
Equipment  Hire 


158.00 
6,026.38 
9,882.14 
262.05 
427.25 


16,755.82 


SNOW  REMOVAL: 


Equipment  Hire 
Repairs/Tools/ Equipment 
Salt 
Sand 

Twn.  of  Wilbraham  (plowing) 
Misc.  Expense 


4,812.00 
7,633.27 
9,200.75 
3,155.00 
376.00 
25.00 


25,202.02 


STREET  LIGHTING 


37,833.43 


1973— Art.  23— Traffic  Control 
Signals— Park/Central  Sts. — A 


17,188.84 


Art.  4— STM— 5— 13— 74— Traffic 
Control  Symbols 


4,111.17 


1972—  Art.  29— Chap.  90 
Construction— Warren  St. — A: 

Labor 

Material/Supplies 
Pipe 

Equipment  Hire 
Gas/Oil 
Sand/Gravel 
Diesel  Fuel  Tax 

1973—  Art.  28— Chap.  90 
Construction — Warren  St. — A: 


16,557.04 
1,239.90 
5,302.73 
2,139.00 
801.64 
3,842.31 
248.20 


30,130.82 


Labor 

Equipment  Hire 

Gas/Oil 

Sand/Gravel 

1974— Art.  24— Chap.  90 
Maintenance: 


Material/Supplies 


306.80 
6,773.00 
2,855.70 
7581.99 


21,525.40 


Material/Supplies 
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1,796.00 


Bituminous  Material 


14,994.90 


16,790.90 


1974— Art.  25— Chap.  90 
Construction — Warren  St.- 


5.00 


CHARITIES  AND  SOLDIER'S  BENEFITS 


VETERAN'S  BENEFITS: 


Salary  of  Agent 
Clerical 

Administrative  Expenses 
Emergency  Provisions 
Telephone 

Hospital/Medical/Dental 
Art.  8— STM9— 30— 74— Unpaid 
Billsof  Previous  Years 
Ordinary  Allowances 
Blue  Cross — Blue  Shield 
Grave  Markers 

RENT— WORLD  WAR  I  VETERANS 

TOTAL  FOR  CHARITIES  AND  SOLDIER'S  BENEFITS 


9,108.8" 
598.50 
506.99 
829.73 
251.82 

5,705.20 

324.05 
32,739.88 
280.00 
23.28 


50,368.52 
100.00 
50,468.52 


SCHOOLS 


SCHOOLS,  operation  of:' 

Administration — Salaries 
Administration— Expenses 
Instruction — Salaries 
Instruction — Expenses 
Health 
Custodians 

Operation  &  Maintenance  of  Plant 
Other  School  Services 
Insurance 

Trade  School  Expenses 

Tuition 

Repairs 

Rental — St.  Ann's  School 
Rental— St.  Thomas  Parish  Center 
Building  Aides 
Group  Life  Insurance 
Blue  Cross— Blue  Shield 
Registrars— School  Census 
Sunshine  Village — Tuition 
Willie  Ross  School  for  Deaf 

SCHOOLS,  other  expenses: 

School  Lunch — Salaries 
School  Lunch — Expenses 
School  Lunch— Equipment 
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51,132.80 
5,269.05 
1,635,199.85 
162,096.28 
8,961.00 
104,517.29 
131,450.72 
178,983.05 
24,251.70 
8,241.50 
3,712.16 
22,226.35 
2,780.00 
6,000.00 
46,190.11 
2,632.00 
38,333.28 
1,761.80 
678.00 
1,269.24 


45,535.56 
135,330.82 
3,673.00 


2,435,686.1! 


School  Athletics  5,539.50 

PL  89— 10    Title  I  2,882.31 

PL  89— 313    Title  VI  2,000.00 

ESEA— 1975  Title  I  27,450.07 

PL  89—511    Title  1 1  1,569.33 

ESEA— Summer  Title  I  9,904.00  233,884.59 

CHAPTER  766— SPECIAL  EDUCATION— FY75  4,593.38 

PATHFINDER  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL 

HIGH  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  349,494.35 

PALMER  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  50,970.00 
PARKS,  RECREATION  &  CELEBRATIONS 

PARKS: 

Labor  45,852.66 

Trucking  1,196.00 

Truck  Insurance  209.47 

Truck  Repairs/Expenses  211.25 

Supplies/Repairs  4,181.05 

Gas/Oil  1,534.45 

Electricity/Water  1,339.38 

Telephone  230.29 

Equipment  Hire  93.00 

Misc.  Playground  Equipment  330.65 

Fertilizer/Grass  Seed  190.24 

Legion  Field— Maint.  &  Repairs  747.25  56,115.69 

Park  Department  Equipment  10,825.81 

MAINTENANCE  OF  GROUNDS— PEE  WEE  PARK: 

Labor  949.20 

Equipment/Supplies  250-PP.  1,200.00 

1973—  Art.  21— Purchase  of  M.  R.  Coen 

Property— Water  St.— A  15,000.00 
RECREATION: 

Labor  11,431.91 

Transportation  3,376.20 

Travel  113.80 

Recreation  Supplies/Equipment  3,270.70  18,192.61 

Bl— CENTENNIAL  COMMISSION  EXPENSES  1,362.47 

MEMOR  I  A*L  DAY  OBSERVANCE  1,589.25 

1974—  Art.  13— Pee  Wee  Baseball 

Midget  League  1,182.00 
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1974— Art.  14— PALMER  COWBOY 
FOOTBALL  TEAM 


1,500.00 


TOTAL  FOR  PARKS,  RECREATION  &  CELEBRATIONS 
CEMETERIES: 


106,967.83 


Labor 

Salary  of  Secretary 
Trucking 
Electricity/Water 
Gas/Oil 

General  Supplies/Repairs 
Snow  Removal 
New  Equipment 


21,736.44 
1,500.00 
1,173.00 

168.73 
1,446.90 
320.00 
525.65 


35.44 


26,906.16 


PENSIONS 


County  Retirement  Assessment 


52,247.00 


INSURANCE 


Blue  Cross— Blue  Shield 
Group  Life  Insurance 
General  Insurance 


23,432.61 
1,934.40 
19,427.73 


44,794.74 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Town  Reports 

County  Aid  to  Agriculture 

Bottling  License  to  State 

Anticipation  of  Revenue  Loan 

Lower  Pioneer  Valley  Planning  Commission 

Pioneer  Valley  Air  Pollution  Control 

Tax  Title  Redemptions 

Conservation  Fund 

Certificate  of  Deposit— Cash 

Interest — Conservation  Fund 

Gift— Diamond  International  Corp. 

Sewage  Treatment  Project  Studies 
Teacher's  Annuity 
Police— Off  Duty  Work  Detail 


3,612.50 
40.00 
20.00 
500,000.00 
1,401.60 
1,218.68 
2,683.44 
5,000.00 
6,702,068.31 
1,211.89 

21,522.31 
23.05 
4,290.00 


7,243,091.78 


INTEREST  AND  MATURING  DEBT 


INTEREST 


School  Bonds 

ThorndikeSt.  Sewer  Bonds 

Three  Rivers  Flood  Control 

Urban  Renewal  Project 

Relocatable  Classrooms 

Main  St.,  Three  Rivers  Sewer  Project 

Abated  Real  Estate  Taxes 


9,000.00 
2,188.80 

3,128.13 
105,595.57 
2,240.70 
5,650.00 
3,822.90 


131,626  10 
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MATURING  DEBT: 


Principal — School  Bonds 
Principal — Thorndike  St.  Sewer 
Principal — Three  Rivers  Flood  Control 
Principal — Relocatable  Classrooms 
Principal— Serial  Bond  Loan— Urban  Renewal 
Principal— Main  St.,  Three  Rivers 
Sewer  Project 


40,000.00 
6,400.00 
17,500.00 
29,100.00 
200,000.00 

14,000.00 


307,000.00 


STATE  ANDCOUNTY 


County  Tax 

State  Recreation  Areas 

Audit — Municipal  Accounts 

State  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax  Bills 


256,258.75 
46,942.21 
3,260.24 
1,688.85 


308,150.05 


REFUNDS 


ON  TAXES: 


Real  Estate 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 


78,310.49 
5,725.38 


GENERAL: 


Life  Insurance 
Health  Insurance 


DOG  LICENSES  TO  COUNTY 


1.60 
27.68 


84,065.15 
2,890.70 


TRUST 


Payroll  Deductions: 


Federal 
State 

County  Retirement 
Blue  Cross 

Group  Life  Insurance 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund 

TOTAL  CASH  DISBURSEMENTS 

Cash  on  hand,  June  30,  1975 

TOTAL 


353,128.83 
104,293.06 
33,124.97 
67,933.71 
4,972.80 
1,750.00 


565,203.37 
$13,404,814.99 

556,214.13 
$13,961,029.12 
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STATEMENTOF  APPROPRIATIONS,  EXPENDITURES  AND  BALANCES 


Selectmen: 
Board  Salaries 
Secretary's  Salary 
Other  Expenses 
Out-of-State  Travel 
Office  Equipment 
Contingent  Account 


Fiscal  Year  ending  June  30, 1975 

Appro,  as  Expended 
Modified 
GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


4,386.00 
2,500.00 
7,605.00 
75.00 
1,700.00 
1,000.00 


4,386.00 
2,500.00 
7,600.87 

1,645.00 
511.65 


Balance 
Surplus  Forward 


4.13 
75.00 
55.00 
488.35 


Accountant: 

Salary 

Clerical 

Out-of-State  Travel 
Other  Expenses 


11,500.00 
4,896.85 
150.00 
312.00 


11,500.00 
4,844.54 
147.70 
311.05 


52.31 
2.30 
.95 


Treasurer: 

Salary 

Clerical 

Out-of-State  Travel 
Other  Expenses 


11,500.00 
6,260.00 
150.00 
4,630.00 


11,500.00 
6,260.00 
146.70 
4,626.42 


3.30 
3.58 


Collector: 

Salary 

Clerical 

Other  Expenses 


7,900.00 
6,405.00 
5,985.25 


7,900.00 
6,255.60 
5,985.25 


149.40 


Town  Clerk: 

Salary 

Clerical 

Other  Expenses 


3,582.78 
5,238.03 
1,326.00 


3,582.78 
5,238.03 
1,058.98 


267.02 


Election  &  Registration: 

Registrar's  Salaries 

Other  Expenses 

Assessors : 

Salaries 

Clerical 

Other  Expenses 

Mapping  8«  Engineering 

Art.  r— STM  1—28— 74— Legal 

Exp.;  Board  of  Assessor's 

vs  Santucci  etal 

Art.  3— STM— 5— 13— 74  Reval., 

Real  Estate  &  Pers.  Prop. 

Town  Counsel: 
Salary 

Law  8c  Claims  Other  Expenses 
Outside  Legal  Services 
Out-of-State  Travel 
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1,600.00 
6,860.00 

4,798.56 
7,741.80 
10,415.59 
900.00 


4,986.90 
36,030.30 


3,850.00 
4,700.00 
4,000.00 
100.00 


1,600.00 


4,798.56 
7,694.24 
9,919.64 
900.00 


900.00 
34,780.30 


3,850.00 
4,695.71 
430.80 


47.56 
495.95 


4.29 


4,086.90 
1,250.00 


3,569.20 
100.00 


License  Commission: 
Expenses 


Appro,  as 

Modified  Expended 


325.00 


324.45 


Balance 
Surplus  Forward 

.55 


Memorial  Hall: 
Custodian's  Salary 
Other  Expenses 


1,349.71 
1,460.00 


1,349.71 
1,274.79 


185.21 


Palmer  Town  Building: 
Custodian's  Salary 
Care  of  Grounds 
Other  Expenses 


3,106.48 
600.00 
8,890.00 


3,106.48 
600.00 
8,867.27 


22.73 


Engineering : 
Town  Engineer — Salary 
Town  Engineer — Other  Exp. 
Consulting  Engineer 


4,992.00  4,992.00 
363.10  363.10 
4,000.00 


4,000.00 


Finance  Committee: 
Expenses 


879.00 


429.00 


450.00 


Planning  Board: 
Expenses 
Sslary  of  Clerk 


1,450.00  1,437.77 
600.00  600.00 


12.23 


Board  of  Appeals: 
Expenses 


450.00 


32.65 


417.35 


Personnel  Board 
Expenses 


200.00 


65.91 


134.09 


Council  on  Aging 
Expenses 

Moderator: 


500.00 
100.00 


469.93 
100.00 


30.07 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 


Police  Department: 

Salaries 

Other  Expenses 

Art.  6—1974  Police  Cruisers 

Auxiliary  Police  Expenses 


233,782.78 
20,830.00 
8,700.00 
2,500.00 


233,682.85 
20,565.96 
8,240.32 
1,954.36 


99.03 
264.04 
459.68 
545.64 


Civil  Defense: 
Salary 

Other  Expenses 


364.00 
350.00 


364.00 
33.45 


316.55 


Forest  Warden: 
Salary 

Other  Expenses 
Out-of-District  Fires 


1,810.33 
2,176.00 
2,000.00 


1,810.33 
1,422.07 
1,512.50 


753.93 
487.50 
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Tree  Warden: 
Labor 

Other  Expenses 


Appro.  as  Balance 

Modified  Expended  surplus  Forward 

1/350.00  1,311.20  38.80 

2,775.00  2,727.71  47.29 


Brush  8c  Weed  Control: 
Labor 


2,500.00 


2,466.90 


33.10 


Dutch  Elm  Disease: 
Labor 

Other  Expenses 


2,250.00 
3,200.00 


2,011.20 
3,195.41 


238.80 
4.59 


Insect  Pest  Control: 
Labor 

Other  Expenses 


1,600.00 
1,600.00 


1,560.80 
1,587.90 


39.20 
12.10 


Sealer: 
Salary 

Other  Expenses 

Dog  Officer: 
Salary 

Other  Expenses 


1,200.00 
664.60 


1,200.00 
658.20 


6.40 


1,000.00  1/000.00 

2,831.00        2,830.39  61 


Gas  Inspector: 
Salary 

Other  Expenses 


500.00 
25.00 


500.00 


25.00 


Town  Fire  Engineers: 


75.00 


75.00 


Conservation  Commission 
Expenses 


300.00  181.28 


118.72 


Wire  Inspector: 
Salary 

Other  Expenses 
Historical  Commission 


500.00 

25.00 
100.00 


500.00 


38.52 


25.00 
61.48 


Building  Inspector: 
Salary 


750.00 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 


750.00 


Board  of  Health: 
Salaries 

Health  Agent's  Salary 
Clerical 

Other  Expenses 


1,821.04 
440.96 
551.20 


1,821.04 
440.96 
551.20 


4,670.00  3,798.95 


871.05 


Milk  Inspection: 
Salary 

Other  Expenses 


200.00  200.00 
70.00  70.00 


Animal  Inspection: 
Salary  and  Expenses 

Vital  Statistics: 

Palmer  Visiting  Nurse 
Association: 

Plumbing  Inspection: 
Salary  and  Expenses 

Town  Dump: 

Art.  3-1974— STM  9—30—74 
Site  Development  &  Oper. 
Bldg.  Sanitary  Landfill 
Art.  4— 1974— STM  9—30—74 
Engineering  Costs  Sanitary 
Landfill 

Art.  20— 1974— ATM  3—11—74 
Engineering  Costs  Sanitary 
Landfill 

Art.  5— 1972— STM— 12— 18— 72 
Purchase  of  Land  Sanitary 
Landfill 

Garbage  Collection: 

Wing  Memorial  Hospital  Fund: 

Art.  16— 1974— RAP.,  Inc.: 

Art.  18— 1974— Ambulance 
Service  Subsidy: 

General  Sewer  Maintenance: 

Sewer  Trunkmain  Cleaning: 

Art.  16 — 1974 — Appraisal  Ex- 
penditures for  Sewage  Dis- 
posal System 

Art.  60— C— 1969— South  High 
St— D 

Art.  6— 1969-STM  5—5—69— 
Wilbraham  St. 


Appro,  as 

Modified  Expended 

750.00  750.00 
1,100.00 

10,000.00  10,000.00 

700.00  700.00 

33,868.92  32,606.23 

142,550.00  137,224.15 

8,000.00  8,000.00 


Balance 
Surplus  Forward 


1,100.00 


1,262.69 


5,325.85 


2,500.00  2,473.96  26.04 

23,500.00  23,500.00 

21,300.00  21,300.00 

2,000.00  2,000.00 

9,500.00  9,500.00 

15,000.00  15,000.00 

10,650.00  10,597.95  52.05 

4,000.00  3,974.77  25.23 

16,000.00  16,000.00 

2/800.00  2,800.00 

34,619.80  34,619.80 
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Appro,  as 

Modified  Expended 


Balance 
Surplus  Forward 


Art.  63— 1971— Engineering 
&  Legal  Services — Waste- 


water  Treatment  Program 

3,824.23 

Art.  21— 1974— Engineering 
Ser  v  i  c  es — Wa  stewa  ter 
Treatment  Program 

15,000.00 

13,873.57 

Art.  48— 1973— Main  St.— C 

3,446.94 

2,940.98 

HIGHWAYS  AND  SIDEWALKS 

Highway  Department: 
Salaries 

120,923.00 

113,822.39 

7,100.61 

General  Highway  Maint.: 

37,985.00 

37,976.87 

8.13 

Street  Signs: 

4,300.00 

4,298.81 

1.19 

Bridge  Maintenance: 

2,800.00 

2,778.83 

21.17 

Art.  19— 1975— Engr.  Survey- 
Federal  Hwy.  Safety  Act 
Of  1973 

9,500.00 

2,851.18 

Surface  Treatment  of  Sts. : 

16,800.00 

16,755.82 

44.18 

Snow  Removal: 

28,300.00 

25,202.02 

3,097.98 

Street  Lighting: 

37,988.41 

37,833.43 

154.98 

Art.  23— 1973— Traffic  Control 
Signals,  Park/Central  Sts. 

17,188.84 

7,100.61 

Art.  4— STM  5— 13— 74— Traffic 
Control  Signals,  Park/ 
Central  Sts.— A 

5,000.00 

4,111.17 

888.83 

Art.  29— 1972— Chap.  90 
Construction— Warren  St.— A 

30,130.82 

30,130.82 

Art.  28— 1973— Chap.  90 
Construction— Warren  St.— A 

35,200.00 

21,525.40 

Art.  24— 1974— Chap.  90 
Maintenance 

21,791.00 

21,790.90 

.10 

Art.  25— 1974— Chap.  90 
Construction — Warren  St. — A 

47,600.00 

5.00 

Art.  55— 1966— Gates  St.— B 

2,690.00 

3,824.23 

1,126.43 
505.96 


6,648.82 


13,674.60 


47,595.00 
2,690.00 
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Appro,  as 

Balance 

Modified 

Expended 

Surplus 

Forward 

Art  30 — 1972 — Alden  St  — A 

578.38 

578.38 

Art  31  1973  FlvntSt  A 

r\t  i.  o  i       i  t  /  o      nyiii       .  r\ 

17  796  Oft 

17,795.40 

.68 

Art  35 — 1973 — Mason  St  — A 

870.11 

869.53 

.58 

Art  40 — 1973 — North  St  — C 

11/721.65 

1 1,602.14 

119.51 

Art  26 — 1974 — Rathbone  St  — A 

r*\l   1  •  L-  \J        1  7  /  *t        rx  dill  Uwi  1  w  w  1  • 

8  982  00 

ft  977  OA 

0,7/ 1 .xo 

4.74 

Art  23  1974  NiomuckSt — A 

10  000  00 

o  oo n  oft 

9.02 

Art  3*4  197*1  Ik  ins  St  A 

ARA  tV\ 
404.  UU 

.4fii  in 

40 J. IU 

.90 

Art  43  R  1973  Cnnant  St  A 

791  AC 
/ 1  \ . 00 

0At\  nn 

/4U.UU 

481.65 

Art  43  C  1973  Thorndike  St — 

r\\  1  •  HO       V*        1  T/  O        II 1 VI  1  1 U  1  f\C  Ol  • 

-A                                          7ft*)  AO 

100  10 

453.30 

SIDEWALKS 

General  Sidewalk  Ma  Int. 

5,000.00 

4,999.18 

.82 

Art.  51— H— 1970— Main  St.— B 

500.00 

500.00 

VETERANS'  DEPARTMENT 

Veteran's  Agents  Salary 

9,108.87 

9,108.87 

Veteran's  Clerical 

600.00 

598.50 

1.50 

Veteran's  Benefits 

52,930.70 

39,555.01 

13,375.69 

V  CI  C7I  Oil  O  WlllVl     t^A|JCI  IOCj 

800.00 

782.09 

17.91 

Art.  8— 1974— Unpaid  Bills 

of  Previous  Years  Vet's 

Benefits 

364.05 

324.05 

40.00 

Rent  for  WWI  Veterans 

100.00 

100.00 

EDUCATION 

Public  Srhortl^  fL  AAaint 
r  uui      ociiUvio  oc  *v\a  ii  1 1 . 

2,346,377.69 

2,435,686.18 

691.51 

Pathfinder  Reg.  Voc.  Tech. 

Hiah  ^rhonl  ni^trirt 
n  iy  1 1  oi»ii\AJi  l^ioii  1^.1 

349,494.35 

349,494.35 

Art.  24— ATM  3—12—73 

Heat  Detectors 

19,752.03 

19,752.03 

LIBRARIES 

Palmer  Public  Library 

50,970.00 

50,970.00 

PARKS,  RECREATION  &  CELEBRATIONS 

Park  Salaries 

45,864.39 

45,852.66 

11.73 

Park  Other  Expenses 

10,266.00 

10,263.03 

2.97 
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Appro,  as 


Modified 

Expended 

Surplus 

Pee  Wee  Park — Ma  int.  of 

Grounds 

1,200.00 

1,200.00 

Park  Equipment 

11,447.30 

10,825.81 

651 .49 

Art.  21— 1973— ATM  3—12—73— 

Purchase  of  M.  R.  Coen 

Property — Water  St. — A 

15/000.00 

15,000.00 

Recreation — Salaries 

11,525.00 

11,431.91 

93.09 

Recreation — Other  Expenses 

6,780.00 

6,760.70 

19.30 

Bicentennial  Commission 

1,400.00 

1,362.47 

Memorial  Day  Observance 

1,589.25 

1,589.25 

Art.  13— 1974— Pee  Wee  Midget 

Baseball  League 

1,182.00 

1,182.00 

Art.  14 — 1974 — Palmer  Cowboy 

Football  Team 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 

CEMETERIES 

Labor 

21,875.55 

21,736.44 

139.11 

Salary  of  Secretary 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 

Other  Expenses 

3,671.00 

3,669.72 

1.28 

PENSIONS 

County  Retirement 

Assessment 

52,247.00 

52,247.00 

INSURANCE 

General  Insurance 

21,420.00 

19,427.73 

1,992.27 

Blue  Cross— Blue  Shield 

24,000.00 

23,432.61 

567.39 

Group  Insurance — Life 

2,100.00 

1,934.40 

165.60 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Town  Reports 

3,612.50 

3,612.50 

County  Aid  to  Agriculture 

40.00 

40.00 

Reserve  Fund 

30,000.00 

28,108.29 

1,891.71 

1 

NTEREST  &  MATURING  DEBT 

Int. — Tax  Anticipation  Notes 

24,000.00 

11,600.00 

12,400.00 

Int.— School  Bonds 

9,000.00 

9,000.00 

Int.— Three  Rivers  Flood 

Protection  Project 

3,128.13 

3,128.13 

Int. — ThorndikeSt.  Sewer  Bond 

2,188.80 

2,188.80 

Int.— Palmer  Indus.  Park 

Urban  Renewal 

154,387.00 

105,595.57 

48,791.43 

Int. — Relocatable  Classrooms 

2,240.70 

2,240.70 

Int.— Main  St.  Three  Rivers  Sewer 

5,650.00 

5,650.00 

Int.— Tax  Abatements 

3,822.90 

3,822.90 

Prin. — School  Bonds 

40,000.00 

40,000.00 

Prin. — Three  Rivers  Flood 

Protection  Project 

17,500.00 

17,500.00 

Balance 

Forward 


37.53 
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Appro,  as  Balance 
Modified       Expended      Surplus  Forwar 


Prin. — ThorndikeSt.  Sewer  Bond 

Prin. — Relocatable  Classrooms 

Prin.— Palmer  Indus.  Park 

Urban  Renewal 

Prin.— Main  St.  Three  Rivers 

Sewer 


6,400.00  6,400.00 

29,100.00  29,100.00 

200,000.00  200,000.00 

14,000.00  14,000.00 
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RESERVE  ACCOUNT  TRANSFERS 
FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,1975 


Appropriation 

DEPARTMENT 

Selectmen's  Other  Expenses 

Accountant's  Clerical 

Tax  Collector's  Other  Expenses 

Assessor's  Other  Expenses 

Law  and  Claims  Other  Expenses 

Outside  Legal  Services 

Palmer  Town  Building  Other  Expenses 

Engineering  Other  Expenses 

Planning  Board  Other  Expenses 

Personnel  Board  Expenses 

Council  on  Aging  Expenses 

Police  Other  Expenses 

Auxiliary  Police  Expenses 

Dog  Ofticer's  Other  Expenses 

Building  Inspector's  Salary 

Street  Lighting 

Park  Department  Salaries 

Bicentennial  Commission  Expenses 

Memorial  Day  Observance 

Pee  Wee  Baseball  Midget  League 

Town  Reports 

Interest  on  Abated  Taxes 

Total  Transferred  through 
June  30, 1975 

Balance,  June  30, 1975 


$30,000.00 

AMOUNT 

$  805.00 

403.87 

580.25 
2,490.59 
3,100.00 
2,000.00 
1,200.000 

363.10 

650.00 

200.00 

500.00 
2,000.00 
2,500.00 

610.00 

750.00 
1,550.53 
1,498.30 
1,100.00 

689.25 

182.00 
1,112.50 
3,822.90 


28,108.29 
$  1,891.71 
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FEDERAL  REVENUE  SHARING  FUNDS 

FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 1975 


RECEIPTS 

Entitlement  #1  —  Interest  50.33 

Entitlements  —  Interest  61.42 

Entitlement  S  —  Interest  3,386.69 

Entitlements— Principal  49,101.00 

Entitlements—  Interest  5,176.80 

Entitlement  #5—  Principal  138,018.00 

Entitlement  §5  —  Interest  2,998.81 

198,793.05 

Balance,  July  1,  1974: 

Entitlements  3,757.78 
Entitlements  4,585.83 
Entitlements  96,081.75 

Entitlement  #4                                        150,497.24  254.922.60 

453,715.65 

EXPENDITURES 
Transferred  to  Regular  Cash  for 

Police  Salaries  158,000.00 

Sanitary  Landfill  Site  Development 

and  Building  137,224.15 

295,224.15 

Balance,  June  30,  1975: 

Entitlements  2,089.03 
Entitlements  15,385.66 

Entitlements                                       141,016.81  158,491.50 

453,715.65 
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1976  TOWN  WARRANT 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
Hampden,  ss:  Town  of  Palmer 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  in  said  County. 
GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Palmer  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  of  town  officers  to  meet  at  the 
several  polling  places  in  said  Palmer,  designated  by  the  Selectmen, 
to  wit:  In  Precinct  A  at  the  Palmer  High  School;  in  Precinct  B,  at 
the  Thorndike  Grammar  School;  in  Precinct  C,  at  the  Three  Rivers 
Grammar  School;  and  in  Precinct  D,  at  the  Bondsville  Grammar 
School;  on  Tuesday,  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  1976,  (Monday,  the 
nineteenth  day  of  April  1976,  being  a  legal  holiday)  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their  votes  on  one  ballot  to  the 
Town,  for  the  following  officers: 

For  a  term  of  one  (1)  year: 

Three  (3)  License  Commissioners 
One  (1)  Moderator 
Five  (5)  Park  Commissioners 
One  (1)  Collector  of  Taxes 

For  a  term  of  two  (2)  years: 

One  (1)  Palmer  Redevelopment  Authority  Member 

For  a  term  of  three  (3)  years: 

One  (1)  Selectman 
One  (1)  Town  Clerk 
One  (1)  Assessor 
One  (1)  School  Committeeman 
One  (1)  Board  of  Health  Member 
One  (1)  Cemetery  Commissioner 
One  (1)  Pathfinder  Regional  Vocational— Technical 
High  School  District  Committeeman 
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For  a  term  of  five  (5)  years: 


One  (1)  Planning  Board  Member 

One  (1)  Palmer  Redevelopment  Authority  Member 

One  (1)  Palmer  Housing  Authority  Member 

The  polls  will  be  open  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  will  be 
closed  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

And  you  are  further  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of 
said  Palmer,  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Palmer 
High  School,  Converse  Street  in  said  Palmer  on  Monday,  the  twenty- 
sixth  day  of  April,  A.D.,  1976  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  then 
and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  viz; 

ARTICLE  1.  To  choose  all  usual  Town  Officers. 

ARTICLE  2.  To  hear  and  acton  reports  of  committees. 

ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Town 
Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money 
from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year 
beginning  July  1,  1976,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General 
Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor, 
payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be 
given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  General 
Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

Recommended. 

ARTICLE  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Town 
Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  as 
permitted  by  law  to  meet  any  appropriations  made  or  expenses 
incurred  under  any  article  of  the  warrant. 

Recommended. 

ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  or  transfer 
from  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Funds,  P.L.  92-512  Account  and 
accrued  interest,  any  sum  of  money  for  Public  Safety,  En- 
vironmental Protection,  Public  Transportation,  Health,  Recreation, 
Libraries,  Social  Services  for  the  Poor  and  Aged,  Financial  Ad- 
ministration or  Ordinary  Capital  Expenditures  authorized  by  law. 

$175,000.00  Recommended  for  Police  Salaries. 
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ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  money  and  make 
appropriations  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Town  for  the  fiscal  year 
1977. 

See  Summary  Article,  Page  141 

ARTICLE  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  sell  at  public  auction,  after  first  giving  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  of  sale  by  posting  such  notice  of  sale  in  some  convenient  and 
public  place  in  the  Town,  and  by  advertising  once  in  a  local 
newspaper,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  sale,  property  taken  by 
the  Town  under  Tax  Title  procedure,  provided  that  the  Selectmen  or 
whomsoever  they  may  authorize  to  hold  such  auction  may  reject 
any  bid  which  they  deem  inadequate,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Recommended. 

ARTICLE  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  sell  at  public  auction  or  by  bid,  after  first  giving  notice  of  the  time 
and  place  of  sale  by  posting  such  notice  of  sale  in  some  convenient 
and  public  place  in  the  Town,  and  by  advertising  once  in  a  local 
newspaper,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  sale,  any  old  and  ob- 
solete equipment  or  personal  property,  provided  that  the  Selectmen 
or  whomsoever  they  may  authorize  to  hold  such  auction  or  sale  may 
reject  any  bid  which  they  deem  inadequate,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Recommended. 

ARTICLE  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  to  the  Reserve  Fund,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

$35,000.00  Recommended. 

ARTICLE  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  and 
transfer  any  sum  of  money  from  the  State  Aid  to  Free  Libraries 
Account  to  the  use  of  the  Palmer  Public  Library,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

$4,380.00  Recommended. 

ARTICLE  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  unpaid  bills  of  previous  years. 


Not  Recommended. 
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ARTICLE  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  to  drfray  the  expenses  of  the  Palmer  Midget 
Baseball  League,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

$1,500.00  Recommended. 

ARTICLE  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Palmer  Pee  Wee 
Cowboy  Football  Team,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

$1,500.00  Recommended. 

ARTICLE  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $5,000.00  or  any  other  sum  for  the  Conservation  Fund  for 
purposes  as  described  in  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  8C,  as 
amended  and  Chapter  132A,  Section  11,  and  any  amendments 
thereto  to  be  used  by  the  Conservation  Commission  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Selectmen,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

$5,000.00  Recommended. 

ARTICLE  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  to  subsidize  ambulance  service  in  the  Town  of 
Palmer,  such  service  to  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

$25,000.00  Recommended. 

ARTICLE  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  any  sum  of 
money  from  Section  one  of  Chapter  825  of  the  Acts  of  1974  Local  Aid 
Transportation  Funds  for  Highway  Construction  or  Highway 
related  activities,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

$45,319.00  Recommended  for  Highway  Department  Salaries. 

ARTICLE  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  petition  the  General  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  to  enact  the  following  legislation: 

AN  ACT  providing  that  members  of  the  Police  Department  of  the 
Town  of  Palmer  be  exempted  from  the  Civil  Service  Law  and  rules 
and  further  regulating  the  appointment  of  members  of  the  Police 
Department  of  said  town. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as 
follows: 
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SECTION  1.  Notwithstanding  any  contrary  provision  of  law, 
appointments  to  the  police  department  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  shall 
not  be  subject  to  the  civil  service  law  and  rules;  provided,  however, 
that  any  person  appointed  to  said  department  who  serves  therein  for 
a  period  of  three  consecutive  years  may  continue  to  serve  until  he 
reaches  age  sixty-five  unless  sooner  incapacitated  by  physical  or 
mental  disability  from  performing  the  duties  of  a  police  office  or 
unless  he  is  removed  by  the  Selectmen  in  the  manner  provided  by 
chapter  thirty-one  of  the  General  Laws  and  the  rules  made 
thereunder,  relative  to  removal  from  the  classified  service. 

SECTION  2.  The  provisions  of  section  one  of  this  act  shall  not 
impair  the  civil  service  status  of  any  member  of  the  police  depart- 
ment of  the  Town  of  Palmer  who  holds  such  status  on  the  effective 
date  of  this  act. 

SECTION  3.  This  act  shall  be  submitted  for  acceptance  to  the 
voters  of  said  town  at  a  special  or  annual  town  meeting  in  the  form 
of  the  following  question,  which  shall  be  placed  on  the  warrant  at 
such  meeting:  "Shall  an  act  passed  by  the  General  Court  in  the  year 
nineteen  hundred  and  seventh-six  entitled,  "An  Act  providing  that 
members  of  the  police  department  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  be 
exempted  from  the  civil  service  law  and  rules  and  further 
regulating  the  appointment  of  members  of  the  police  department  of 
said  Town",  be  accepted?"  If  a  majority  of  the  votes  in  answer  to 
said  question  is  in  the  affirmative,  this  act  shall  thereupon  take 
effect,  but  not  otherwise. 

Recommended. 

ARTICLE  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  petition  the  General  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  to  enact  the  following  legislation: 

An  Act  Authorizing  The  Town  Of  Palmer  To  Pay  Certain  Em- 
ployees For  Work  Performed  During  The  Period  07-28-73—07-26-75. 

Be  it  Enacted,  The  Town  of  Palmer  is  hereby  authorized  to  ap- 
propriate and  the  Treasurer  of  said  Town  is  hereby  authorized  to 
pay  to  the  following  individuals,  the  amounts  as  indicated  below: 


Name  Amount 

Bak,  John  $  79.71 

Bowler,  Michael  216.95 

Clark,  Ernest  159.25 

Disley,  John  267.98 

Gilmartin,  Francis  10C  161.83 


Kosmider,  Stephen 
LeClair,  Henry 


238.56 

106.64 
73.16 

122.21 
73.93 
89.45 

633.45 


Matera,  Joseph 


Michonski,  Edward 
AAisiaszek,  Anthony 
Scharret,  William 
Tyburski,  Alphonse 


For  work  performed  by  them  from  07-28-73  to  07-26-75,  inclusive. 
Recommended. 

ARTICLE  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following 
amendments  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  governing  the  use  of 
public  sewers  which  were  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  on 
August  19/ 1975  and  accepted  by  the  voters  at  a  special  town  meeting 
held  on  September  15,  1975: 

1.  Add  the  following  to  Article  II,  Section  1: 

"Any  person  proposing  a  new  discharge  into  the  system  or  a 
substantial  change  in  the  volume  or  character  of  pollutants 
that  are  being  discharged  into  the  system  shall  notify  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  at  least  forty-five  (45)  days  prior  to  the 
proposed  change  or  connection. 

2.  Add  the  following  to  Article  III,  Section  9: 

"All  industries  discharging  into  a  public  sewer  shall  perform 
such  monitoring  of  their  discharges  as  the  Board  of  Select- 
men and/or  other  duly  authorized  employees  of  the  Town 
may  reasonably  require,  including  installation,  use  and 
maintenance  of  monitoring  equipment,  keeping  records  and 
reporting  the  results  of  such  monitoring  to  the  Board  of 
Selectmen.  Such  records  shall  be  made  available  upon 
request  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  other  Agencies  having 
jurisdiction  over  discharges  to  the  receiving  waters". 

Recommended. 

ARTICLE  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  By- 
Law: 

"In  order  to  preserve  peace  and  good  order,  no  person  shall  publicly 
consume  any  alcoholic  beverage  or  intoxicating  liquor  in  any  town 
park,  cemetery,  common,  school,  public  building  or  on  any  public 
way  in  the  Town  of  Palmer  except 3t  public  gatherings  for  which  a 

116 


permit  has  been  previously  obtained  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
Anyone  violating  this  By-Law  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  not  more 
than  $50.00  and  may  be  subject  to  arrest  without  a  warrant  by  a 
police  officer". 

Recommended. 

ARTICLE  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  adopt  the  following  By-Law  or 
parking  ordinance: 

That  no  commercial  vehicle  exceeding  a  gross  vehicle  weight  of 
6,000  lbs.  be  permitted  to  park  on  the  public  ways  of  the  town  for 
more  than  four  (4)  hours,  unless  otherwise  posted  or  restricted, 
except  when  in  the  process  of  pick-up  or  delivery.  Violations  of  this 
ordinance  or  parking  By-Law  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  not  more 
than  ($10.00)  dollars  for  each  such  violation. 

Not  Recommended. 

ARTICLE  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  to  provide  community  mental  health  and  social 
services  to  the  residents  of  Palmer  including:  telephone  counseling, 
information  and  referrals;  crisis  intervention,  short  term  coun- 
seling (individual  and  family);  drug  treatment  and  education; 
emergency  shelter  for  youths;  community  outreach  (including  the 
public  schools);  volunteer  outreach  in  human  services  (food  stamp 
and  S.S.I.);  Alternative  Learning  Program  (certified  under 
Chapter  766  to  provide  services  to  children  with  special  needs);  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

$5,500.00  Recommended. 

ARTICLE  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $11,540.00  or  any  other  sum  of  money  to  pave  over  the 
existing  swimming  pool  at  New  Burleigh  Park,  Precinct  A  to  con- 
struct a  combination  tennis  and  basketball  court,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

$11,540.00  Recommended. 

ARTICLE  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate, 
by  taxation  or  otherwise,  or  transfer  from  available  funds  in  the 
Treasury,  any  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90  Highway  Improvement, 
said  monies  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  funds  allotted  by  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 
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$5,000.00  Recommended  by  taxation. 

$11,791.00  Recommended  to  be  transferred  from  Surplus  for  State 
Share. 

ARTICLE  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate, 
by  taxation  or  otherwise,  or  transfer  from  available  funds  in  the 
Treasury,  any  sum  of  money  for  the  Chapter  90  construction  of 
Warren  Street,  Precinct  A,  from  the  end  of  the  present  im- 
provement, as  far  as  funds  will  permit,  said  monies  to  be  used  in 
conjunction  with  funds  allotted  by  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

$15,000.00  Recommended  by  taxation. 

$17,600.00  Recommended  to  be  transferred  from  Surplus  for  State 
Share. 

ARTICLE  26.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  local  aid  transportation  funds,  Section  20,  Chapter 
1140,  Acts  of  1973,  any  sum  of  money  to  relocate  the  intersection  of 
Flynt  Street,  Precinct  A,  Old  Warren  Road  and  Route  32,  Precinct 
A,  and  to  reconstruct,  resurface  and  provide  adequate  drainage  at 
the  same  intersection,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

$17,795.50  Recommended  from  Chapter  1140,  Section  20  funds. 

ARTICLE  27.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  local  aid  transportation  funds,  Section  20,  Chapter 
1140,  Acts  of  1973,  any  sum  of  money  to  reconstruct  Berkshire 
Street,  Precinct  A,  with  Type  I  material  and  to  provide  adequate 
drainage  and  berms,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Not  Recommended. 

ARTICLE  28.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  to  install  berms,  from  the  boundary  of  Ester 
Hedman  to  Joseph  Rohde,  Calkins  Road,  Precinct  A,  a  distance  of 
approximately  300  feet,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Not  Recommended. 

ARTICLE  29.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  local  aid  transportation  funds,  Section  20,  Chapter 
1140,  Acts  of  1973,  any  sum  of  money  to  reconstruct  with  Type  I 
material  and  to  install  berms  and  proper  drainage,  the  remaining 
section  of  Elizabeth  Street  and  Daryll  Circle,  Precinct  B,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 
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$4,682.16  Recommended  from  Chapter  1140,  Section  20  funds. 
$8,258.34  Recommended  by  taxation. 

ARTICLE  30.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  local  aid  transportation  funds,  Section  20,  Chapter 
1140,  Acts  of  1973,  any  sum  of  money  to  resurface  with  Type  I 
material  and  to  install  berms  on  Hillside  Drive,  Precinct  D,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

$7,455.00  Recommended  by  taxation. 

ARTICLE  31.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  to  reconstruct  a  section  of  State  Street,  Precinct 
D,  with  Type  I  material,  near  the  intersection  of  Jim  Ash  Road  t 
improve  drainage  at  that  location,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

$3,283.00  Recommended. 

ARTICLE  32.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  the  construction  of  sidewalks  and/or  curbings 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto  on  the  projects  set  forth  as 
follows: 

a)  Construct  a  concrete  sidewalk  and  curb  on  the  east  side  of 
Bridge  Street,  Precinct  A,  from  the  intersection  of  Water 
Street  to  the  AAonson  Town  Line. 

b)  Reconstruct  sections  of  sidewalk  and  curb  on  the  east  side  of 
Charles  Street,  Precinct  C,  from  the  intersection  of  Main 
Street  to  Oak  Street. 

c)  Reconstruct  sidewalk  at  Hryniewicz  Memorial  Park, 
Precinct  C,  from  the  intersection  of  Park  Avenue  and  Front 
Street  to  the  Hryniewicz  Memorial  Boulder,  approx.  4  ft. 
wide  and  154  feet  long. 

d)  Reconstruct  the  sidewalk  from  9  through  19  Kelly  Street, 
Precinct  C. 

Not  Recommended.  Sections  A,  B  and  D  to  be  constructed  with 
Sidewalk  Repair  Funds. 

ARTICLE  33.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  construct  a  sanitary 
sewer  on  Thorndike  Street,  Precinct  D  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 
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ARTICLE  34.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  to  install,  maintain  and  otherwise  provide  street 
lighting  as  follows: 

a.  )  Install  a  street  light  on  Pole  No.  23,  Flynt  Street,  Precinct  A. 

b.  )  Install  a  street  light  on  Pole  No.  54  in  front  of  the  AAcClosky 

residence  at  560  High  Street,  Precinct  B. 

c.  )  Install  a  street  light  on  Pole  No.  1,  Belanger  Street,  Precinct 

C. 

d.  )  Increase  the  illumination  of  lighting  necessary  for  the  safety 

of  the  general  public  along  Main  Street,  Precinct  C. 

Install  a  street  light  on  Pole  No.  35,  State  Street,  Precinct  D. 

Sections  A,  B,  C,  and  D  Not  Recommended. 
$48.25  Recommended  for  Section  E. 

ARTICLE  35.  To  choose  committees  and  give  them  instructions. 
A  RT I C  L  E  36.  To  a  ct  on  reports  of  Town  Off  i  cers . 

And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  in  some  one  public  place  in  each  of  the  four  villages 
of  the  Town,  known  as  the  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers 
and  Bondsville,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  holding  of  said 
meeting  and  by  publishing  an  attested  copy  thereof  in  at  least  one 
issue  of  the  Palmer  Journal  Register,  a  newspaper  published  in  said 
Palmer,  the  publication  to  be  not  less  than  seven  days  before  the 
holding  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with  your 
doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk  at  or  before  the  holding  of  said 
meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  30th  day  of  March,  1976. 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 
PALMER,  MASSACHUSETTS 
Gordon  H.  Christiansen 
William  J.  Lemanski 
James  L.  St.  Amand 


A  true  copy 
Attest: 


Edward  J.  Jasak 
Constable  of  the  Town  of  Palmer 
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ARTICLE  6  — APPROPRIATIONS  RECOMMENDED 
GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  —  3.3% 


Expended 

FY  1974 

Recom- 

Item 

(18  mo.) 

Expended 

Approp. 

mended 

FY  1975 

FY  1976 

FY  1977 

1. 

MODERATOR 

150.00 

100.00 

100.00 

105.00 

SELECTMEN: 

2. 

Salaries 

6,390.00 

4,386.00 

4,386.00 

4,605.00 

3. 

Salary  of  Secretary 

3,575.40 

2,500.00 

2,750.00 

2,887.50 

4. 

Other  Expenses 

in  HQ  A  17 
lU/UoO.o/ 

7  Ann  Q7 
/,OUU.o/ 

JL    CCA  AT\ 

O/ODU.UU 

a  7io  in 

O,/  Iz.DU 

5. 

Out-of-State  Travel 

75.00 

200.00 

Equipment  Purchases 

400.00 

6. 

Contingent  Account 

863.71 

511.65 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

ACCOUNTANT: 

7. 

Salary 

1  CI  DO  ZO 

ID, loo.oJ 

i i  cnn  nn 
1  l,3UU.UU 

i  i  xcn  nn 

ii  mi  nn 
1  «J,U  1  o.UU 

8. 

Clerical 

5,848.72 

4.844.54 

5,400.00 

5,928.00 

9. 

Other  Expenses 

623.42 

311.05 

312.00 

332.00 

10. 

Out-of-State  Travel 

98.80 

147.70 

160.00 

160.00 

TREASURER: 

1 1 
1 1 . 

Salary 

l  i  flio  nn 

l l  inn  nn 

io  t**>  nn 

io  1^0  nn 

12. 

Clerical 

8,260.45 

6,260.00 

6,500.00 

6,846.00 

13. 

Other  Expenses 

13,972.59 

4,626.42 

4,630.00 

5,140.00 

14. 

Out-of-State  Travel 

146.70 

200.00 

200.00 

rcii  i  Pf — top  • 

LULL  CL  1  \J  K  . 

15. 

Salary 

10,768.50 

7,900.00 

8,335.00 

8,757.00 

16. 

Clerical 

9,681.86 

6,225.60 

6,500.00 

7,334.00 

17. 

Other  Expenses 

6,692.92 

5,985.25 

6,292.00 

7,385.00 

18. 

Equipment 

379.00 

TOWN  CLERK: 

19. 

Salary 

5,010.00 

3,582.78 

4,500.00 

4,916.00 

20. 

Clerical 

6,177.92 

5,238.03 

6,500.00 

6,861.00 

21. 

Other  Expenses 

1,842.26 

1,058.98 

1,326.00 

1,358.00 

PI  PTTIHN  JL 

REGISTRATION: 

22. 

Registrars'  Salaries 

1,815.38 

1,600.00 

1,600.00 

1,680.00 

23. 

Other  Expenses 

9,280.00 

6,775.32 

4,875.00 

6,875.00 

ASSESSORS: 

24. 

Salaries 

6,787.50 

4,798.56 

3,300.00 

5,038.00 

25. 

Clerical 

10,663.00 

7,694.24 

7,742.00 

7,480.00 

26. 

Other  Expenses 

4,150.00 

9,919.64 

7,200.00 

5,775.00 

27. 

Mapping  &  Engineering 

1,350.00 

900.00 

900.00 

900.00 

LAW  AND  CLAIMS: 

28. 

Salary  of  Town  Counsel 

5,050.00 

38850.00 

3,850.00 

3,150.00 

,tem 

29.  Law  &  Claims  Other 
Expenses 

30.  Special  Legal  Services 
Out-of-State  Travel 


Expended 
FY  1974 
(18  mo.) 

1,443.43 
1,320.00 


Expended 
FY  1975 

3,124.18 
2,002.33 


Approp. 
FY  1976 

1,600.00 
5,000.00 
100.00 


Recom- 
mended 
FY  1977 

1,600.00 
2,000.00 


LICENSE  COMMISSIONERS: 
31.  Expenses 


260.55 


324.45 


275.00 


275.00 


MEMORIAL  HALL 

32.  Custodian's  Salary 

33.  Other  Expenses 


1,946.70 
953.02 


1,349.71 
1,274.79 


1,350.00 
1,460.00 


1,417.50 
710.00 


PALMER  TOWN  BUILDING; 

34.  Custodian's  Salary 

35.  Care  of  Grounds 

36.  Other  Expenses 


4,480.50 
972.80 
9,553.70 


3,106.48 
600.00 
8,867.27 


3,106.00 
600.00 
8,990.00 


3,259.30 
600.00 
9,475.00 


ENGINEERING: 

37.  Town  Engineer's  Salary 

38.  Consulting  Engineer 

39.  Other  Expenses 


7,200.00 
5,013.06 


4,992.00 


363.10 


4,992.00 
4,000.00 


5,241.60 
4,000.00 


40. 
41. 


FINANCE: 
Salary  of  Clerk 
Expenses 


525.00 
938.21 


364.00 
65.00 


500.00 
1,010.00 


525.00 
1,035.00 


PLANNING  BOARD: 

42.  Salary  of  Clerk 

43.  Expenses 


450.00 
1,798.37 


600.00 
1,437.77 


600.00 
1,250.00 


630.00 
775.00 


44. 


BOARD  OF  APPEALS: 
Expenses 


345.11 


32.65 


450.00 


450.00 


PERSONNEL  BOARD: 
45.  Expenses 


300.00 


100.00 


COUNCIL  ON  AGING 
46.  Expenses 

TOTAL  FOR  GENERAL 
GOVERNMENT 


197,359.88 


469.93 


148,966.99 


700.00 


156,448.00 


2,405.20 


162,057.60 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY —6.7% 


POLICE 

DEPARTMENT: 
Salaries 
Other  Expenses 
Cruisers 


310,263.46 
27,834.72 
7,791.01 


233,682.85 
20,565.96 
8,240.32 


241,080.80 
20,540.00 
8,500.00 


268,200.00 
21,448.00 
8,500.00 
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Item 


Expended  Recom- 
FY  1974  Expended  Approp.  mended 

(18  mo.)  FY  1975  FY  1976  FY  1977 


AUXILIARY  POLICE: 
50.  Expenses 


1,954.36 


2,500.00 


2,000.00 


CIVIL  DEFENSE: 

51.  Salary 

52.  Other  Expenses 


525.00 
177.82 


364.00 
33.45 


364.00 
200.00 


382.20 
200.00 


FOREST  WARDEN: 

53.  Salary 

54.  Other  Expenses 

55.  Out-of-District  Fires 


2,611.00 
2,098.99 
3,003.00 


1,810.33 
1,424.07 
1,512.50 


1,800.00 
1,876.00 
2,000.00 


1,890.00 
1,780.00 
2,000.00 


TREE  WARDEN 

56.  Salary 

57.  Other  Expenses 


1,346.40 
5,203.13 


1,311.20 
2,727.71 


1,350.00 
2,775.00 


1,417.50 
2,775.00 


BRUSH  &  WEED  CONTROL 

58.  Labor 

59.  Other  Expenses 


2,988.40 
3,073.73 


2,466.90 
2,578.74 


2,500.00 
2,200.00 


2,625.00 
2,200.00 


DUTCH  ELM  DISEASE: 

60.  Labor 

61.  Other  Expenses 


2,195.00 
4,693.18 


2,011.20 
3,195.41 


2,250.00 
2,925.00 


2,362.50 
2,200.00 


INSECT  PEST  CONTROL: 

62.  Labor 

63.  Other  Expenses 


2,206.00 
3,214.36 


1,560.00 
1,587.90 


1,600.00 
1,600.00 


1,680.00 
1,600.00 


SEALER: 

64.  Salary 

65.  Other  Expenses 


1,561.00 
861.47 


1,200.00 
658.20 


1,260.00 
759.60 


1,323.00 
815.00 


DOG  OFFICER 

66.  Salary 

67.  Other  Expenses 


1,500.00 
3,964.50 


1,000.00 
2,830.39 


1,000.00 
1,921.00 


1,050.00 
2,150.00 


GAS  INSPECTOR: 

68.  Salary 

69.  Expenses 


750.00 


500.00 


525.00 
25.00 


400.00 
25.00 


70.    TOWN  FIRE  ENGINEERS: 


112.50 


75.00 


75.00 


78.75 


CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION: 
71.  Expenses 


233.96 


181.29 


300.00 


300.00 


WIRE  INSPECTOR 

72.  Salary 

73.  Other  Expenses 


600.00 
45.00 


500.00 


500.00 
25.00 


1,200.00 
25.00 
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Item 


Expended 
FY  1974 
(18  mo.) 


74. 


HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
Expenses 


BUILDING  INSPECTOR: 

75.  Salary 

76.  Expenses 

TOTAL  FOR  PROTECTION  OF 
PERSONS  &  PROPERTY 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH: 

77.  Salaries 

78.  Health  Agent's  Salary 

79.  Other  Expenses 

MILK  INSPECTION: 

80.  Salary  &  Expenses 

ANIMAL  INSPECTOR: 

81.  Salary  8c  Expenses 

82.  VITAL  STATISTICS: 


388,883.83 


Expended 
FY  1975 

38.52 


750.00 


294,761.10 


Approp. 
FY  1976 

200.00 


1,200.00 
300.00 


304,151.40 


HEALTH  AND  SANITATION—  2.1% 


2,494.27 
624.00 
6,150.49 


405.00 


1,125.00 


1,821.04 
440.96 
4,350.15 


270.00 


750.00 


1,912.00 
463.00 
5,879.00 


270.00 

750.00 
300.00 


Recom- 
mended 
FY  1977 

100.00 


1,260.00 
300.00 


332,286.95 


2,007.60 
466.15 
6,232.95 


280.00 

787.50 
300.00 


83.  PALMER  VISITING  NURSE 
ASS'N.: 

PLUMBING  INSPECTOR: 

84.  Salary  &  Expenses 

SANITARY  LANDFILL: 

85.  Salary  of  Caretaker 

86.  Contracted  Services 

87.  Other  Expenses 

88.  GARBAGE  COLLECTION: 

WING  MEMORIAL 

89.  HOSPITAL  FUND: 

SEWER  TRUNKMAIN 

90.  CLEANING: 

GENERAL  SEWER 

91.  MAINTENANCE: 

TOTAL  FOR  HEALTH  AND 
SANITATION 


9,000.00 

1,050.00 

6,855.54 
22,416.24 


3,000.00 


5,952.21 


10,000.00 

700.00 

5,043.00 
19,719.23 


30,900.00  21,300.00 


2,000.00 


3,974.77 


16,135.98  10,597.95 


106,108.73  88,811.10 


10,000.00 

700.00 

4,992.00 
36,162.00 
3,900.00 

21,600.00 
2,000.00 
4,000.00 

10,960.00 
103,888.00 


13,000.00 

735.00 

5,408.00 
33,540.00 
600.00 

21,600.00 
2,000.00 
4,000.00 

10,610.00 
101,627.20 
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Item 


Expended 
FY  1974 
(18  mo.) 


Expended 
FY  1975 


HIGHWAYS  —  6.7% 


Approp. 
FY  1976 


Recom- 
mended 
FY  1977 


HIGHWAYS: 

92.  Salaries 
General  Highway 

93.  Maintenance 
StreetSigns  & 

94.  Traffic  Regulations 

95.  Highway  Equipment 
Highway  Equipment 
Repairs 

96.  Bridge  Maintenance 
General  Sidewalk 

97.  Maintenance 

98.  Surface  Treatment 

99.  Snow  Removal 

100.  Street  Lighting 

TOTAL  FOR  HIGHWAYS 


163,771.65 

56,519.46 

6,300.79 
48,107.00 

3,471.42 

7,483.07 
22,184.80 
63,618.73 
53,020.13 

424,477.05 


113,662.89 
37,976.87 
4,298.81 

2778.83 

4,999.18 
16,755.82 
25,202.02 
37,833.43 

243,507.85 


132,319.00 
37,090.00 
2,900.00 


10,000.00 
2,800.00 


27,000.00 
29,000.00 
38,000.00 

284,109.00 


VETERAN'S  DE PARTMENT  —  1.2% 


VETERANS: 
Veteran's  Agent 

101.  Salary 

102.  Veteran's  Clerical 

103.  Veteran's  Benefits 

104.  Veteran's  Other  Expense 

105.  Rent-World  War  I  Vets 

TOTAL  FOR  VETERAN'S 
DEPARTMENT 


12,698.00 
827.00 

73,396.38 
944.44 
150.00 


88,015.82 


9,108.87 
598.50 
39,555.01 
782.09 
100.00 


50,144.47 


9,564.00 
700.00 
51,000.00 
900.00 
100.00 


62,264.00 


106.  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS: 

PATHFINDER 

107.  REGIONAL: 

PALMER  PUBLIC 

108.  LIBRARY: 

TOTAL  FOR  EDUCATION 
AND  LI  BRARIES 


EDUCATION  AND  LI BRARI ES  —  66.1% 

3,500,363.00  2,435,686.18 


396,805.70 


68,137.00 


349,494.35 


50,970.00 


352,261.91 


55,463.00 


147,293.77 

43,540.00 

3,700.00 
21,800.00 

3,985.00 

5,000.00 
27,000.00 
30,000.00 
46,000.00 

326,318.77 


9,980.00 
735.00 
49,100.00 
1,000.00 
100.00 


60,915.00 


2,825,280.00  2,825,280.00 


375,890.87 


60,168.00 


3,965,305.70       2,836,150.53       3,233,004.91  3,261,338.87 


PARKS,  RECREATION  AND  CELEBRATIONS —  2.2% 


PARKS: 

109.  Salaries 

110.  Equipment  Purchases 


51,519.46 
4,145.60 
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45,852.66 
10,925.81 


49,069.00 
3,936.00 


52,395.90 
21,434,95 


Item 

111.  Other  Expenses 
Pee  Wee  Park 

112.  Maintenance 

RECREATION: 

113.  Salaries 

114.  Other  Expenses 

BICENTENNIAL 
COMMISSION 

MEMORIAL  DAY 

115.  OBSERVANCE: 

TOTAL  FOR  PARKS,  RECREATION 
AND  CELEBRATIONS 


Expended 
FY  1974 
(18  mo.) 
15,964.80 

1,796.05 


10,901.95 
8,312.50 


1,699.05 


94,339.41 


Expended 
FY  1975 

10,263.03 

1,200.00 


11,431.91 
6,760.70 


1,362.47 


1,589.25 


89,285.83 


Approp. 
FY  1976 

9,813.00 

1,200.00 


11,525.00 
7,180.00 


34,400.00 


1,500.00 


118,623.00 


CEMETERIES: 

116.  Labor 

117.  Salary  of  Secretary 

118.  Other  Expenses 

119.  Equipment 


COUNTY  RETIREMENT 
120.  ASSESSMENT: 
TOTAL  FOR  PENSIONS 


121.  GENERAL  INSURANCE: 
BLUE  CROSS  — 

122.  BLUE  SHIELD: 
GROUP  LIFE 

123.  INSURANCE: 

TOTAL  FOR  INSURANCE 


124.  TOWN  REPORTS: 

125.  COUNTY  AID  TO 
AGRICULTURE: 


CEMETERIES  — .5% 


28,133.77 
2,250.00 
6,658.91 


37,042.68 


21,736.44 
1,500.00 
3,669.72 


26,906.16 


18,179.00 
1,500.00 
3,721.00 


23,400.00 


PENSIONS  — 1.9% 


68,209.61 
68,209.61 


52,247.00 
52,247.00 


69,602.00 
69,602.00 


INSURANCE  — 1.2% 

41,861.53  19,427.73 
28,549.32  23,432.61 
2,625.42  1,934.40 


73,036.27 


44,794.74 


22,220.00 
31,500.00 
2,100.00 
55,820.00 


Recom- 
mended 
FY  1977 

10,830.00 
1,260.00 


12,101.25 
7,480.00 


1,500.00 
107,002.10 


19,603.00 
1,575.00 
3,95Q.0Q 
1,560.00 

26,688.00 


94,867.00 
94,867.00 


22,220.00 
35,000.00 
2,100.00 
59,320.00 


UNCLASSIFIED  — .1% 

4,757.94  3,612.50  3,600.00  3,600.00 

75.00  40.00  50.00  50.00 


TOTAL  FOR  UNCLASSIFIED 


4,832.94 


3,652.50 


3,650.00 


3,650.00 
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Expended 

Recom- 

FY 1974 

Expended 

Approp. 

mended 

Item 

(18  mo.) 

FY  1975 

FY  1976 

FY  1977 

INTEREST: 

INTEREST  ANDMATURING  DEBT  — 

8.0% 

5,250.00 

126. 

Anticipation  of  Serial 
Bond  Loan— Pal.  Ind.  Park 

127. 

Tax  Anticipation 

Note 

41,454.62 

5,000.00 

3,000.00 

128. 

School  Bonds 

15,900.00 

9,000.00 

7,800.00 

6,600.00 

129. 

Three  Rivers  Flood 

Control 

7,962.51 

3128.13 

2,259.38 

6,528.13 

130. 

Thorndike  St.  Sewer 

Bonds 

5,472.00 

2,188.80 

1,824.00 

1,459.20 

Palmer  Industrial 

131. 

Park  Urban  Renewal 
Relocatable 

46,179.33 

105,595.57 

118,750.00 

112,750.00 

Classrooms 

7,848.37 

2,240.70 

1,120.35 

132. 

Main  St.  Sewer 

Three  Rivers 

5,650.00 

4,950.00 

4,400.00 

133. 

Wastewater  Treatment 
Facilities 

28,125.00 

TO    t  f\f\   A  A 

32,100.00 

TOTAL  INTEREST 

124,816.83 

131,626.10 

169,828.73 

n  1   Art  7 

172, 087. 33 

PRINCIPAL: 

134. 

School  Bonds 

80,000.00 

40,000.00 

40,000.00 

Af\   AAA   A  A 

40,000.00 

135. 

Three  Rivers  Flood 

Control 

35,000.00 

17,500.00 

17,500.00 

25,000.00 

136. 

Thorndike  St.  Sewer 

Bonds 

12,800.00 

6,400.00 

6,400.00 

6,400.00 

Relocatable 

Classrooms 

58,353.89 

29,100.00 

29,100.00 

137. 

Main  St.  Sewer- 

Three  Rivers 

14,000.00 

11,000.00 

11,000.00 

138. 

Bond  Issue — Urban 

Renewal 

200,000.00 

140,000.00 

140.000.00 

TOTAL  PRINCIPAL 

186,153.89 

307,000.00 

244,000.00 

222,400.00 

TOTALS  5,758,552.64  4,317,854.37  4,828,789.04  4,932,558.82 
LESS: 

Appropriation  from  Federal 
Revenue  Sharing  Funds  for 

Police  Salaries  175,000.00  175,000.00 


Appropriation  from  Special 
Highway  Funds,  Chap.  825, 
Section  1  for  Highway 
Dept.  Salaries 

Appropriation  from  State  Aid 
to  Free  Libraries  Account 
to  Palmer  Public  Library 

TOTAL  ARTICLE  6 


45,319.00  45,319.00 


4,380.00  4,380.00 

4,604,090.04  4,707,859.82 
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STATEMENT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS,  EXPENDITURES  &  ESTIMATES 


FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1976 


Appro,  (as  Expenditures  Estimated 

modified)  July  1975—  Expend. 

July  1975—  Dec.  1975  Jan-  1976— 

June  1976  June  1976 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


Moderator 


100.00 


50.00 


50.00 


SELECTMEN: 
Salaries 

Salary  of  Secretary 
Other  Expenses 
Out-of-State  Travel 
Office  Equipment 
Contingent  Account 


4,386.00 
2,750.00 
6,500.00 
75.00 
400.00 
1,000.00 


2,193.00 
1,375.04 
2,780.09 

397.50 
614.09 


2,193.00 
1,374.96 
3,270.00 


385.91 


ACCOUNTANT: 
Salary 
Clerical 

Out-of-State  Travel 
Other  Expenses 


12,650.00 
5,400.00 
160.00 
312.00 


6,325.04 
2,638.80 
160.00 
80.60 


6,324.96 
2,761.20 

231.40 


TREASURER: 
Salary 
Clerical 

Out-of-State  Travel 
Other  Expenses 


12,132.00 
6,500.00 
200.00 
4,630.00 


6,066.00 
3,375.00 
171.93 
2,126.41 


6,066.00 
3,125.00 

2,455.00 


COLLECTOR: 
Salary 
Clerical 

Other  Expenses 


8,335.00 
6,500.00 
6,292.00 


4,328.75 
3,375.00 
3,442.09 


4,006.25 
3,125.00 
3,136.24 


TOWN  CLERK: 
Salary 
Clerical 

Other  Expenses 


4,500.00 
6,500.00 
1,326.00 


2,250.00 
3,250.00 
333.03 


2,250.00 
3,250.00 
1,024.97 
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ELECTION  &  REGISTRATION 
Registrars  Salaries 
Other  Expenses 


Appro,  (as 
modified) 
July  1975 — 
June  1976 

1,600.00 
4,875.00 


Estimated 
Expenditures  Expend. 
July  1975—      Jan.  1976— 


Dec.  1975 


800.00 
759.78 


June  1976 

800.00 
4,100.00 


ASSESSORS: 
Salaries 
Clerical 

Other  Expenses 
Engineers  Mapping 


4,800.00 
7,742.00 
7,200.00 
900.00 


2,250.12 
3,562.00 
3,239.53 
243.00 


2,549.88 
3,562.00 
3,649.00 
657.00 


TOWN  COUNSEL: 
Salary 

Law  &  Claims  O.E. 
Outside  Legal  Services 
Out-of-State  Travel 


3,850.00 
1,600.00 
5,000.00 
100.00 


1,535.42 
415.00 
1,974.28 


1,500.00 
1,185.00 
3,000.00 


LICENSE  COMMISSION 
Expenses 


275.00 


275.00 


MEMORIAL  HALL: 
Custodian's  Salary 
Other  Expenses 


1,350.00 
1,460.00 


675.00 
208.90 


675.00 
1,255.00 


PALMER  TOWN  BUILDING: 
Custodian's  Salary 
Care  of  Grounds 
Other  Expenses 


3,106.00 
600.00 
8,990.00 


1,553.02 
150.00 
3,918.95 


1,552.98 
450.00 
5,095.00 


TOWN  ENGINEER: 
Salary  &  Expenses 
Consulting  Engineer 


4,992.00 
4,000.00 


2,496.00 


2,496.00 
1,000.00 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE 
Expenses 


1,510.00 


544.00 


1,050.00 


PLANNING  BOARD: 
Salary  of  Clerk 
Expenses 


600.00 
1,250.00 


300.00 
824.59 


300.00 
314.00 


BOARD  OF  APPEALS: 
Expenses 


450.00 


28.13 


310.00 


PERSONNEL  BOARD: 
Expenses 


300.00 


131.73 


150.00 


COUNCIL  ON  AGING 
Expenses 


1,500.00 


169.40 


950.00 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  &  PROPERTY 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT: 
Salaries 


241,080.80 
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124,805.53 


120,000.00 


Other  Expenses 
Cruisers— Art.  6— FY76 
Auxiliary  Police 


Appro,  (as 
modified) 
July  1975- 
June  1976 
22,460.00 
8,500.00 
2,500.00 


Estimated 
Expenditures  Expend. 
July  1975—     Jan.  1976— 


Dec.  1975 
8,211.48 
29.12 
1,092.65 


June  1976 
14,248.52 
8,470.88 
1,165.00 


CIVIL  DEFENSE 
Salary 

Other  Expenses 


364.00 
200.00 


182.02 


181.98 
200.00 


FOREST  WARDEN: 
Salary 

Other  Expenses 
Out-of-District  Fires 


1,800.00 
1,876.00 
2,000.00 


900.00 
179.68 
517.00 


900.00 
1,078.00 
1,000.00 


TREE  WARDEN: 
Labor 

Other  Expenses 


1,350.00 
2,775.00 


448.00 
745.00 


902.00 
1,985.00 


BRUSH  &  WEED  CONTROL: 
Labor 

Other  Expenses 


2,500.00 
2,200.00 


980.00 
970.27 


1,520.00 
1,230.00 


DUTCH  ELM  DISEASE: 
Labor 

Other  Expenses 


2,250.00 
2,925.00 


1,708.00 
2,227.96 


542.00 
930.00 


INSECT  PEST  CONTROL: 
Labor 

Other  Expenses 


1,600.00 
1,600.00 


798.00 
781.75 


802.00 
800.00 


SEALER: 
Salary 

Other  Expenses 


1,260.00 
759.60 


630.00 
201.29 


630.00 
557.30 


DOG  OFFICER: 
Salary 

Other  Expenses 


1,000.00 
1,921.00 


500.00 
1,054.05 


500.00 
1,284.00 


GAS  INSPECTOR: 
Salary 

Other  Expenses 


525.00 
25.00 


262.50 


262.50 
25.00 


TOWN  FIRE  ENGINEERS: 


75.00 


75.00 


CONSERVATION  COMMISSION: 
Expenses 


300.00 


58.11 


150.00 


WIRE  INSPECTOR 
Salary 

Other  Expenses 


500.00 
25.00 


250.00 


250.00 
25.00 


BUILDING  INSPECTOR: 
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Appro,  (as     Expenditures  Estimated 


Salary 

Other  Expenses 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION: 
Expenses 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 


modified) 
July  1975 — 
June  1976 
1,200.00 
300.00 


200.00 


July  1975— 
Dec.  1975 

600.00 


Expend. 
Jan.  1976— 
June  1976 
600.00 
300.00 


200.00 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT: 
Board  Salaries 
Health  Agent's  Salary 
Health  &T.B.O.E. 

MILK  INSPECTOR: 
Salary 

Other  Expenses 

ANIMAL  INSPECTOR: 
Salary  &  Expenses 

VITAL  STATISTICS: 

PALMER  VISITING  NURSE  ASS'N. 

PLUMBING  INSPECTOR; 
Salary  &  Expenses 

SANITARY  LANDFILL: 
Salary  of  Caretaker 
Contracted  Services 
Other  Expenses 

GARBAGE  COLLECTION 

WING  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL  FUND 

ART.  22— 1975—  RAP,  INC.  OF  PALMER 

ART.  23— 1975— AMBULANCE  SERVICE 
SUBSIDY 

GENERAL  SEWER  MAINTENANCE 

SEWERTRUNKMAIN  CLEANING 

HIGHWAYS  AND  SIDEWALKS 


1,912.00 
463.00 
5,879.00 


200.00 
70.00 


750.00 
300.00 
10,000.00 

700.00 

4,992.00 
36,162.00 
3,900.00 

21,600.00 

2,000.00 

5,000.00 

22,000.00 
10,960.00 
4,000.00 


956.02 
231.50 
1,952.42 


100.00 


375.00 


6,000.00 


350.00 


2,592.00 
14,298.00 
197.24 

10,800.00 


2,499.96 

10,999.98 
862.08 
1,326.50 


955.98 
231.50 
2,600.00 


100.00 
70.00 


375.00 
300.00 
4,000.00 

350.00 

2,400.00 
19,642.00 
3,253.00 

10,800.00 

2,000.00 

2,500.04 

11,000.02 
10,095.00 
2,675.00 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT: 
Highway  Salaries 
Gen.  Highway  Maintenance 
Street  Signs 
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132,319.00 
37,090.00 
2,900.00 


64,967.32 
11,189.78 
1,008.76 


67,351.68 
25,900.22 
1,960.00 


Appro,  (as 

Expenditures 

Estimated 

modified) 

July  1975— 

Expend. 

July  1975— 

r>Q(~  107C 
Dec.  It/3 

Jan  1976 — 

June  1976 

June  1976 

Hwy.  Dept.  Equipment 

10,000.00 

527.39 

9,500.00 

Bridge  Maintenance 

2/800.00 

1,902.87 

897.13 

Surface  Treatment  of  Streets 

27,000.00 

6,726.63 

20,270.00 

Snow  Removal 

29,000.00 

4,054.72 

24,940.00 

Strppt  I  iahtina 

46.500  00 

21,473.73 

25.200  00 

ART.  25 — FY76 — CHAP.  90  Improvement 

21,791.00 

20,835.63 

955.37 

ART.  25— FY76— CH AP.  90  Construction 

47,600.00 

15,000.00 

32,600.00 

ART.  19— 1975— ENGR.  SURVEY 

FEDERAL  HIGHWAY  SAFETY  ACT 

6,648.82 

4,892.32 

1,756.50 

ART.  38 — 1975 — Flynt  St. — A  Drainage 

1,175.35 

797.26 

ART.  40 — 1975 — Riverview  St. — A — 

Drainage 

6,442.34 

4,342.30 

ART.  41 — 1975 — Nipmuck  St. — A — 

Drainage 

866.00 

866.00 

GENERAL  SIDEWALK  MAINTENANCE 

5,000.00 

904.70 

4,100.00 

ART.  8— 1975— STM*  9—15—75— 

RR  Crossing  Main  St.— B  to  Rte  181 

7,930.00 

7,930.00 

VETERAN'S  DEPARTMENT: 

Veteran's  Agents  Salary 

9,564.00 

4,782.00 

4,782.00 

Y/Ptpran's  Clpriral 

700  00 

337.15 

362.85 

Veteran's  Benefits 

51,000.00 

17,799.92 

33,642.38 

Veteran's  Other  Expenses 

900.00 

332.32 

565.08 

Dpnt  World  War  1  Vets 

ion  on 

100.00 

EDUCATION 

Public  Schools — Support  8» 

Maintenance 

2,825,280.00 

1,148,263.04 

1,677,016.96 

Pathfinder  Regional  Voc. 

Tech.  H.S.  District 

352,261.91 

152,535.23 

199,726.68 

Palmer  Public  Library 

55,463.00 

25,541.54 

29,921.46 

PARKS,  RECREATION  8.  CELEBRATIONS 

Park  Salaries 

49,069.00 

24,824.75 

24,244.25 

Park  Other  Expenses 

9,813.00 

4,240.51 

6,103.00 

Pee  Wee  Park — Ma  int.  of  Grounds 

1,200.00 

495.00 

700.00 

Park  Dept.  Equipment 

3,936.00 

3,039.48 

896.52 

ART.  54— 1975— Engr.  Study- 

Water  St.  Park— A 

4,000.00 

3,922.51 

Recreation  Salaries 

11,525.00 

10,818.72 

706.28 

Recreation  Other  Expenses 

7,180.00 

3,879.74 

3,315.66 

Bicentennial  Commission 
Memorial  Day  Observance 


Appro,  (as 
modified) 
July  1975— 
June  1976 
34,437.53 

1,500.00 


Expenditures  Estimated 


July  1975 — 
Dec.  1975 

9,559.42 


Expend. 
Jan.  1976— 
June  1976 
24,878.00 

1,500.00 


ART.  13— 1975— Pee  Wee  Midget 
League 

ART.  14— 1975— Palmer  Cowboy 
Football  Team 

CEMETERIES: 
Labor 

Salary  of  Secretary 
Other  Expenses 

PENSIONS: 
Hampden  County  Retirement 


1,200.00 


1,500.00 


18,179.00 
1,500.00 
3,721.00 


69,602.00 


1,198.00 


1,170.72 


9,032.86 
750.00 
1,932.18 


69,602.00 


329.28 


9,146.14 
750.00 
2,176.00 


INSURANCE: 
General  Insurance 
Blue  Cross— Blue  Shield 
Group  Life  Insurance 


22,220.00 
31,500.00 
2,100.00 


13,235.76 
966.40 


22,220.00 
16,117.25 
1,133.60 


UNCLASSIFIED: 
Town  Reports 
County  Aid  to  Agriculture 
Reserve  Account 


3,600.00 
50.00 
35,000.00 


50.00 
10,811.47 


3,600.00 
24,188.53 


NTEREST  &  MATURING  DEBT 


NTEREST: 
Tax  Anticipation  Notes 
School  Bonds 

Three  Rivers  Flood  Control  Proj. 

ThorndikeSt.  Sewer  Bonds 
Palmer  Industrial  Park  Urban 

Renewal 

Relocatable  Classrooms 
Main  St.  Three  Rivers  Sewer 
Abated  Taxes 

Wastewater  Treatment  Facilities 


5,000.00 
7,800.00 
2,259.38 
1,824.00 

118,750.00 
1,120.35 
4,950.00 
8,091.47 
28,125.00 


583.26 
3,900.00 


68,547.36 

4,950.00 
8,091.47 


3,900.00 
2,259.38 
1,824.00 

59,000.00 
1,120.35 


28,125.00 


PRINCIPAL: 
School  Bonds 

Three  Rivers  Flood  Control  Proj. 

ThorndikeSt.  Sewer  Bonds 
Relocatable  Classrooms 
Palmer  Industrial  Park  Urban 
Renewal  Project 

Main  St.  Three  Rivers  Sewer 


40,000.00 
17,500.00 
6,400.00 
29,100.00 

140,000.00 
11,000.00 


20,000.00 
11,000.00 


40,000.00 
17,500.00 
6,400.00 
29,100.00 

120,000.00 


STM— Special  Town  Meeting        *  ATM— Annual  Town  Meeting 

156 


157 


158 


159 


160 


TOWN  REPORT  INDEX 


Animal  Inspector  72 

Assessors  40 

Auxil  iary  Pol  ice  Association  47 

Bicentennial  Committee  78 

Board  of  Appeals  82 

Board  of  Health  53 

Building  Inspector  81 

Cemetery  Commissioners  52 

Chief  of  Police  45 

Council  on  Aging  76 

Conservation  Commission  71 

Dog  Officer  83 

Dutch  Elm  Disease  62 

Facts  About  Palmer  3 

Forest  Fire  Warden  48 

Gas  Inspector  83 

Governmental  Districts  and  Representatives  4 

Historical  Commission  73 

Insect  Pest  Control  62 

Jury  List  43 

License  Commissioners  65 

Milk  Inspector  59 

Palmer  Housing  Authority  72 

Palmer  Public  Library  48 

Palmer  Redevelopment  Authority  68 

Park  Commissioners  56 

Pathfinder  84 

Personnel  Advisory  Committee  77 

Planning  Board  67 

Recreation  Committee  66 

School  Committee  88 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  59 

Selectmen  13 

Tax  Collector  32 

Town  Accountant  97 

Balance  Sheets  98 

Statement  of  Cash  Receipts  103 

Statement  of  Cash  Disbursements  107 

Statement  of  Appropriations,  Expenditures,  and  Balances  119 

Bonded  Indebtedness  127 

Reserve  Account— Finance  Committee  Transfers  129 

Town  Clerk  20 

Town  Officers  1975  5 

Town  Warrants  131 

Article  6— Appropriations  Recommended  141 

Summary  148 

Finance  Comminee  Recommendations  Special  Articles  149 

Reserve  Account  Transfers  129 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Funds  130 

Statement  of  Appropriations  and  Expenditures  151 

Tree  Warden  61 

Treasurer  35 

Veterans'  Services  Department  74 

Vital  Statics  21 


TELEPHONE  NUMBERS 
EMERGENCIES 


Fire: 

Bondsville  283-8389 

Palmer  283-3456 

Thorndike  283-8386 

Three  Rivers  283-8386 

Hospital  283-7651 

Police  283-5609 

FOR  INFORMATION 

Assessors  283-5061 

Building  Inspector  283-7957 

Civil  Defense  283-7261 

Dog  Officer  283-8747 

Gas  Inspector  283-6309 

Health  Board  283-7622 

Highway  Department  283-3721 

License  Commission  (Alcoholic  Beverage)  283-7261 

Park  Commission  283-3013 

Planning  Board  283-9425 

Police  Department  283-7461 
Schools: 
Elementary: 

Bondsville  283-3961 

Park  Street  283-3221 

Quaboag  283-3371 

St.  Ann's  -  Three  Rivers  283-9384 

Thorndike  Grammar  -  Thorndike  283-5561 

Thorndike  Street- Palmer  283-8061 

Three  Rivers  Grammar  283-3230 

Palmer  High  School  283-6511 
Pathfinder  Regional  Vocational-Technical  High  School  283-9701 

Superintendent  of  Schools  283-9813 

Selectmen  283-7261 

Tax  Collector  283-6272 

Town  Accountant  283-7261 

Town  Clerk  283-3711 

Town  Treasurer  283-7622 

Veteran's  283-8011 

Wire  Inspector  283-3356 


